
iltxm Wtv^xsl] Mertfatgg ^crteiy 

ROUTE 2, BOX 155. GIDDINGS, TEXAS 78942-9769 (409) 366-2441 

OPEN SUNDAY THRU FRIDAY 1:00 TO 5:00 P.M. & SATURDAYS BETWEEN 
EASTER & LABOR DAY 1:00 TO 5:00 P.M. CLOSED HOLIDAYS 

NEWSLETTER VOLUME X NUMBER I JANUARY, 1997 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

T h i s w i l l be my l a s t l e t t e r t o you as p r e s i d e n t of t h e T e x a s 
Wendish Heritagre S o c i e t y . Due to my week-end t r a v e l 
o b l i g a t i o n s w i t h the I n t e r n a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n Laymen's League, 
I am u n a b l e to a t t e n d many of the S o c i e t y ' s B o a r d of 
D i r e c t o r s meetings on S a t u r d a y s , and q u a r t e r l y G e n e r a l 
Membership meetings on Sundays. 

The Board of D i r e c t o r s h a s honored my r e s i g n a t i o n r e q u e s t . 

Our V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , G e o r g i e Boyce who w i l l 
do an o u t s t a n d i n g j o b f o r our S o c i e t y . 

s u c c e e d me, w i l l 

I w i l l c o n t i n u e to s e r v e on t h e C o n c o r d i a CABINET Wendish 
C o u n c i l . T h i s C o u n c i l , under the d i r e c t i o n of Monroe 
K a r c h e r , was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the F i r s t Annual " E t h n i c 
A f f a i r " S a t u r d a y , J a n u a r y 25 a t C o n c o r d i a U n i v e r s i t y a t 
A u s t i n , T e x a s . T h i s i n t e r e s t i n g and e n j o y a b l e e v e n t gave 
our S o c i e t y an o p p o r t u n i t y t o make e x t r a money. G e o r g i e 
Boyce and B a r b a r a H i e l s c h e r a l o n g w i t h many o t h e r s made t h i s 
a v e r y s u c c e s s f u l day. A complete r e p o r t w i l l be i n c l u d e d 
i n t h e ne x t n e w s l e t t e r . 

I t was a p l e a s u r e to s e r v e a s p r e s i d e n t of the S o c i e t y f o r 
the p a s t y e a r . God b l e s s you a l l ! 

Ken W e i s e r 
P r e s i d e n t 

PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY MEETING 

•Evciything you wanted to knGw about a L. D, S. Branch Library, but were afraid to a ^ , will be presented by Luise Green of Friendswood and Warda. Mrs. Green will explain how to research for European church records, ancestral files, and other available records; she will also be happy to answer any questions or concerns about these libraries. Luise was bom in Bordenau, Germany, and after marrying Steven Green in 1965 moved to Texas. - She has been doing genealogy research for 10 years and 8 years ago became the first non-member volunteer at the L. D. S. libraiy in Friendswood, Texas. In January she traveled to Salt Lake City, Utah, to the main library to do research. This should be a very interesting and informative program. 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

G e n e r a l membership meeting a t the Museum a t 2:00p.m. 

Museum w i l l be CLOSED f o r Palm Sunday 

Museum w i l l be CLOSED f o r E a s t e r Sunday D a y l i g h t 
S a v i n g Time b e g i n s 

Texas A s s o c i a t i o n of Museums annual meeting a t t h e 
Mid l a n d H o l i d a y I n n i n Midland, Texas 

T e x a s German S o c i e t y Annual C o n v e n t i o n a t the 
F i r e m a n ' s H a l l i n Brcnham, T e x a s . R e g i s t r a t i o n b e g i n s 
a t 8:30 a.m. 

D e a d l i n e f o r a r t i c l e s f o r A p r i l n e w s l e t t e r 

WJESOLB HODT (Mcny Christmas) was the Wendish theme for Concordia 
University President's RccepUon held in Austin, December 7,1996. President 
David Zersen asked the TWHM to help with the decorations and menu. 
Barbara Hielscher and Geoigic Boyce decorated the ^President's House* located 
on the University campus with cedar and red berries from Lee and Fayette 
counties, Wendish Christmas pictures, and the Christmas tree with traditional 
Wendish ornaments. The menu included Wendish noodles, dried sausage, 
koch kase, homemade bread, dill pickles, and coffee cake donated by Evelyn 
Buchhom of Austin. 

SERBSKI MUZEJ - SORBISCHES MUSEUM - BAUTZEN, GERMANY 
February 16 to September 1, 1997, the Sorbisches Museum in Bautzen, 
Germany will have a special exhibit on the history of Wendish emigration. 
Our friend, Gertrud Mahling h a s assisted the Director, Tomasz Nawka, in 
coordinating this exhibit. They extend an invitation to aH travelers to Germany 
to visit the museum. The Tex^s Wendish Heritage Museum and some of our 
members donated various books and items, which were taken to Germany by 
Bermo and Felicitas Bilk, visitors to our Wendish Fest in September. The 
Sorbisches Museum and Gertrud sent the TWHM some wonderful thank you 
gifts of books, a doU in a Schlife costume, and photographs. We want to thank 
them for these items tha t wiU be displayed in our museum. 
Felicitas Bilk also sent u s a 1997 Sorbisches calendar, many travel brochures 
of the Bautzen area and postcards. Thank you to her and her husband. 

F e b r u a r y 16 

March 23 

March 31 

April 10-13 

April 12 

April 28 

2^ — 



MEMBERSHIP 

L i n d a Domelsmith, Temple, 
P a u l Trompler, P a o n i a , CO 
B e r y l e Schmidt, Beaumont, 

Ruby L. 

TX 

New Members 

G l o r i a 

TX 
S i S C O , 

G l o r i a T e i n e r t , A u s t i n , TX 
L e o n a r d G r o e s c h e l , Houston, 
Mark G r u e t z n e r , L i n c o l n , TX 

Marker H e i g h t s , TX 

S t u d e n t Members 

Thomas Buchhorn, A u s t i n , TX S a r a Buchhorn, A u s t i n , TX 

TX 

P a t r o n Members 

Leonard G r o e s c h e l , Houston, TX 
Norman M. Kneschk, J o n e s b o r o , TX 
F l o y d V. Zoch, E l Campo, 
L l o y d Schuhmann, G i d d i n g s , TX 
W i l b u r L. Simank, S t i l l w a t e r , OK 
Ruth T s c h a t s c h u l a , B r e n h a m , TX 
Ruby H. F i s c h e r , A u s t i n , TX 
A l l e n C l u c k , W i n c h e s t e r , TX 

0 
S a n d r a - M a t t h i j c t 2 , Houston, TX 
Ted Wukasch, Gr o v e s , TX 
Eugene Hemmann, S t . C h a r l e s , I L 
Vernon J . Weber, S c h u l e n b u r g , TX 
R o n a l d Knippa,0 San Antonio, TX 
M i l d r e d C o f f e y , San Antonio, Tx 
Kathy L. M i l l e r , L a f a y e t t e , LA 
L i n d a S. O'Leary, San Antonio,TX 

C l a r a A. K e s s l e r , Houston, TX 
Hubert C. Noack, Waco, TX 
B e t t y e S. Zoch, E l Campo, TX 
M i l t o n K a i s e r , Houston, TX 
E t t a J S c h r a d e r , P e n s a c o l a , FL 
V i o l e t K. M i e r t s c h i n , W i n c h e s t e r , 
A l l e e n K. Lyons, Coppers Cove, TX 
K a t h e r i n e Moerbe, A u s t i n , TX 

F r a n c e s Maxwell, D a l l a s , TX 
Herb S c h u l z , T o r r a n c e , CA 
Ruth S c h e f f e l , F u l l e r ton, CA 
Dana Z. C l a r y , Orange, TX 
Diane H. Wasenich, Maxwell, TX 

Gene M i e r t s c h i n , Friendswood, TX 
George R. N i e l s e n , Oak Park, I L 
V i v i a n F, T a y l o r , Weimar, TX 

Sponsor Members 

C a r o l L. D a v i s , Houston, TX 
Ludwig, G r o e s c h e l , A u s t i n , TX 
A r l e e M i l l e r , A u s t i n , TX 
Duannah Ashore, A u s t i n , TX 

J . B. G e r s c h , J r . , G i d d i n g s , TX 
Edna K. G r o e s c h e l , A u s t i n , TX 
Mary S. G u g g i s b e r g , Vernon, TX 
K a t h r y n S. Smith, R i c h a r d s o n , TX 

C e n t u r y Members 

R a l p h W e i s e r , Magnolia, AR 
B i l l K nippa, San A n t o n i o , TX 
Weldon B o e r g e r , Wharton, TX 
L i n d a B o e r g e r , Wharton, TX 

J e r r y L. Knippa, Boerne, TX 
Adele Knippa, San A n t o n i o , TX 
H a r o l d V. T h c i s s , Houston, TX 
Elwood Domaschk, J r . , Houston, TX 

R e f r e s h m e n t s f o r the November g e n e r a l membership meeting were 
f u r n i s h e d by E v e l y n K a s p e r , E l i n o r S t e g l i c h , I r e n e Weaver, F r i e d a 
Wendland, I r e n e t e i n e r t , C l a r a Dement, L i l l i a n Oltmann, B a r b a r a 
H i e l s c h e r , and Ruth L i n d n e r . Thank You! 



VISITORS 

Du r i n g the months of October, November, and December we have had 
v i s i t o r s from a l l p a r t s of Texas and the f o l l o w i n g : W i s c o n s i n , 
A r i z o n a , C a l i f o r n i a , G e o r g i a , Germany, Ohio, V i r g i n i a , Oklahoma, 
I l l i n o i s , North C a r o l i n a , Utah, M i s s o u r i , Washington D.C., Kentucky, 
M i c h i g a n , P e n n s y l v a n i a , L o u i s i a n a , Tennessee, Washington, Maryland, 
and Minnesota. 

DOCENTS 

Docents d u r i n g the months of Oct o b e r , November, and December were: 
George Beorger, Laverne G e r s c h , ' ' V i v i a n T a y l o r , John and Anna Schmidt, 
G e o r g i e Boyce, B e s s i e M e r t i n k , B a r b a r a H i e l s c h e r , Ruby Koslan,- I r e n e 
B o r i a c k , E v e l y n Kasper, Ken 
H a t t i c S c h a u t s c h i c k , E s t h e r 
Zoch, F r e d d i e Zoch, E l e a n o r 
Spacek, and Hermine Moerbe. 

We i s e r , E l i n o r S t e g l i c h , G l a d y s D i l l m a n , 
Buscha, E r n a M c r s i o v s k y , Henry and E m i l y 
S c h u l z e , L o r i n e Domel, Ruth L i n d n e r , V i o l a 

TiiANK YOU:: 

I n Memory o f : 

Mrs. Mary Kasper 
A l f r e d H e r b r i c h 
August Zoch 
E l l a Zoch 
G i l b e r t Weise 
W a l t e r Schimank 

I n Honor o f : 

M/M M i l t o n Moerbe 
50th Wedding A n n i v e r s a r y 

M/M Edgar S c h u l z 
50th Wedding A n n i v e r s a r y 

M/M He r b e r t S c h a u t s c h i c k 
50th Wedding A n n i v e r s a r y 

M/M Edgar S c h u l z 
50th Wedding A n n i v e r s a r y 

M/M A r t h u r Urban 
3 0 t h Wedding A n n i v e r s a r y 

MEMORIALS 

Donor 

Mr. & Mrs. L e l a n d M i l l e r 
George Boerger 
George Boerger 
George Boerger 
George Boerger 
George Boerger 

Donor 

M/M L e r o y S t e g l i c h 

M/M L e r o y S t e g l i c h 

M/M L e r o y S t e g l i c h 

H e r b e r t F o e r s t e r 

M/M Edgar S c h u l z 

Endowment Fund 
Endowment Fund 
Endowment Fund 
Endowment Fund 
Endowment Fund 

X i d s en L e t t e r 
P r o j e c t 

Amount 

$75.00 
$20.00 
$20.00 
C20.00 
$20.00 
$20.00 

Amount 

$20.00 

$25.00 

$25.00 

$20.00 

$20.00 

A $300.00 matching g i f t was r e c e i v e d f o r the October, 1996 Wal k - I n 
C o f f e e and Bake S a l e h e l d i n G i d d i n g s . 

A $400.00 donation was r e c e i v e d f o r the N i e l s e n L e t t e r P r o j e c t . 

REMIimgR 
Do not forget to support the "NIELSEN LETTER PROJECT" and Dr. Joe 
Wilson's "THE WENDISH RESEARCH PROJECT". Send your contribution to: 

Texas Wendish Heritage Society and Museum 
Route l ,Box 155 
Giddings, TX 78942-9769 



GENERAL MEETING 
TEXAS WENDISH HERITAGE SOCIETY 

Nov. 11, 199 6 

Ken W e i s e r , P r e s i d e n t , c a l l e d t h e m e e t i n g t o o r d e r a t 2;00 p.m. i n t h e 
K i l i a n B u i l d i n g o f t h e museum complex a t S e r b i n , Texas. He opened t h e 
m e e t i n g w i t h a d e v o t i o n b a s e d on F i r s t P e t e r C h a p t e r 1 , v e r s e s 3-5. 
He spoke o f o u r h e r i t a g e i n heaven and wa r n e d t h a t i f we keep t a k i n g 
o u r r e l i g i o u s f r e e d o m so l i g h t l y we may l o s e i t . L ess t h a n 40% o f 
U.S. c i t i z e n s a t t e n d c h u r c h on Sunday m o r n i n g s . 

A m o t i o n was made t o a c c e p t t h e m i n u t e s . o f t h e November, 1995, 
m e e t i n g was p u b l i s h e d . 

George B o e r g e r r e p o r t e d t h a t we have had some b i l l s f o f r e p a i r s b u t 
a r e i n good shape b e c a u s e o f t h e added r e v e n u e f r o m t h e Wendish F e s t , 
e t c . He w i l l g i v e a f u l l f i n a n c i a l r e p o r t f o r 1996 a t t h e F e b r u a r y 
m e e t i n g . 

The b a l l o t c o m m i t t e e was composed o f H e r b e r t F a l k e , L o r i n e Domel and 
F r e d d i e Zoch. The s i x d i r e c t o r s e l e c t e d f r o m t h e s l a t e were E u n i c e 
Dunk, Ron K n i p p a , V i c M a t h i a s , D o r i s Reagan, E l e a n o r S c h u l z e and J a c k 
W i e d e r h o l d . A m o t i o n was made by L e r o y S t e g l i c h , s e c onded by F r e d B o r i a c k , 
and c a r r i e d , t h a t t h e b a l l o t s be d e s t r o y e d . 

G e o r g i e Boyce e n c o u r a g e d a l l t o v i e w t h e 2 5 t h a n n i v e r s a r y e x h i b i t i n 
t h e P e t e r B u i l d i n g a nd a g a i n e x p r e s s e d t h a n k s t o t h e f o u n d e r s . F r i e d a 
Wendland and L a u r a Zoch w e r e b o t h a b l e t o be p r e s e n t a t t h e Wendish F e s t 
and r e c e i v e d p l a q u e s o f a p p r e c i a t i o n and c o r s a g e s . 

The Wendish F e s t r e p o r t was s e n t o u t i n t h e l a s t n e w s l e t t e r . L e r o y 
S t e g l i c h r e p o r t e d t h a t g r a n t s f r o m t h e S e r b i n and Warda AAL b r a n c h e s 
have been r e c e i v e d . T h i s c a n o n l y be done e v e r y o t h e r y e a r so i t i s 
hoped t h a t two o t h e r b r a n c h e s w i l l come f o r w a r d n e x t y e a r w i t h m a t c h i n g 
f u n d s . 

E l i n o r S t e g l i c h r e p o r t e d t h a t 2600 l b s . o f n o o d l e s have been made t h u s 
f a r i n 1996, 

T h e r e v/as some d i s c u s s i o n on ways t o g e t o u r young p e o p l e i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e 
Wendish S o c i e t y . L e t y o u r r e l a t i v e s know how p r o u d you a r e o f y o u r u n i q u e 
h e r i t a g e . G i f t m e mberships -and h i s t o r y books as g i f t a r e a l s o e x c e l l e n t 
ways t o pass on t h i s k n o w l e d g e . We have had some e x c e l l e n t p r o g r a m s a t 
o u r m e e t i n g s and w i l l t r y t o p u b l i c i z e them more. 

George Boyce, a member o f t h e C o n c o r d i a B o a r d , r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e r e w i l l 
be an " E t h n i c F a i r " on J a n u a r y 2 5 t h . Foods w i l l be s e r v e d and d e m o n s t r a 
t i o n s o f egg d e c o r a t i n g and n o o d l e m a k i n g w i l l t a k e p l a c e . Rooms w i l l be 
a v a i l a b l e f o r i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e v a r i o u s g r o u p s . I t seems t h e r e i s no 
i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e on a u t h e n t i c Wendish C h r i s t m a s t r e e s , F r i e d a Wend
l a n d remembers t h a t f r u i t , candy and p a p e r r o s e s w e r e - u s e d as d e c o r a t i o n s 
i n h e r f a m i l y . 

Happy b i r t h d a y was sund t o E l s i e M e r t i n k on h e r 8 5 t h b i r t h d a y . I r e n e 
T e i n e r t c o n v e y e d g r e e t i n g s f r o m M a r g a r e t H a r t . 

A f t e r t h e m e e t i n g a d j o u r n e d . J a c k W i e d e r h o l d l e d t h e g r o u p i n s i n g i n g 
German C h r i s t m a s c a r o l s a r o u n d t h e o l d f a s h i o n e d t r e e i n t h e S t . P a u l 
B u i l d i n g . 



I 

KOLBA FAMILY REUNION 

70 d e s c e n d a n t s of the C h r i s t i a n K o l b a f a m i l y had a f a m i l y r e u n i o n a t 
T u r t l e L a ke, W i s c o n s i n i n August, 1996. Those i n a t t e n d a n c e were from 
W i s c o n s i n , M i n n e s o t a , and I l l i n o i s . 
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