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ROUTE 2, BOX 155. GIDDINGS, TEXAS 78942-9769 (409) 366-2441 

OPEN SUNDAY THRU F R I D A Y 1:00 TO 5:00 P.M. & SATURDAYS BETWEEN 

E A S T E R & LABOR DAY 1:00 TO 5:00 P.M. CLOSED HOLIDAYS 

NEWSLETTER VOLUME I X NUMBER I I I JUNE, 1996 

P R E S I D E N T ' S MESSAGE 

F a m i l y r e u n i o n s a r e v e r y p o p u l a r d u r i n g t h e summer m o n t h s . 

F a m i l y r e u n i o n s a r e t i m e s when we t a l k a b o u t t h e "Good O l e d a y s " , m e e t 

t h e a d d i t i o n s t o y o u n g f a m i l i e s , r e f l e c t o n t h o s e who h a v e g o n e t o 

t h e i r e t e r n a l b l i s s , a n d p o s s i b l y m e e t some c o u s i n s whom we h a v e n e v e r 

b e f o r e m e t . 

L i k e many f a m i l i e s , t h e W e i s e r s h a v e s e v e r a l p e r s o n s who a r e 

i n t e r e s t e d a n d a r e w o r k i n g o n t h e f a m i l y t r e e . A t o u r r e u n i o n t h i s 

y e a r we h a d a v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g v i s i t o r . R u b i n a S c h r o e d e r , d a u g h t e r o f 

D o r a W e i s e r F i s c h e r who a u t h o r e d t h e b o o k As I Remember. The F i r s t 

E d i t i o n i s s o l d o u t , b u t c o n s i d e r a t i o n i s b e i n g g i v e n f o r a n o t h e r 

p r i n t i n g . 

As R u b i n a was t a l k i n g a b o u t t h e W e i s e r f a m i l y t r e e a n d t a l k i n g a b o u t 

t h e o n e s who w e r e b o r n i n G e r m a n y , i t a g a i n r e m i n d e d us o f w h a t o u r 

f o r e f a t h e r s d i d f o r u s . F a m i l i e s w e r e s e p a r a t e d , many h a d t o c h a n g e 

c a r e e r s a n d f i n d new j o b s . The i m p o r t a n t t h i n g f o r us t o r e m e m b e r i s 

w h a t o u r f o r e f a t h e r s d i d t o p r e s e r v e o u r r e l i g i o u s f r e e d o m . U n l e s s we 

s t a r t a new t r e n d , t h i s f r e e d o m c o u l d b e t a k e n away f r o m u s . I t i s 

d i s t u r b i n g t o k n o w t h a t l e s s t h a n A0% o f o u r p e o p l e a r e w o r s h i p i n g o n 

a g i v e n S u n d a y . F a m i l y l i f e i s n o t b e i n g t a k e n s e r i o u s l y . Many 

p a r e n t s a r e t a k i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o c h u r c h / b i b l e c l a s s i n s t e a d o f 

go i n g w i t h t h e m . 

Any i t e m s o f y o u r g e n e a l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h w o u l d b e w e l c o m e a d d i t i o n s t o 

o u r TWHM r e s e a r c h l i b r a r y , a n d i f y o u h a v e n o t d o n e s o , p e r h a p s y o u 

w o u l d w i s h t o c h e c k o u r r e s o u r c e s f o r y o u r own r e s e a r c h . We 

c u r r e n t l y h a v e a n u m b e r o f m a n u s c r i p t s f r o m v a r i o u s f a m i l i e s , as w e l l 

as a n e v e r i n c r e a s i n g n u m b e r o f d o c u m e n t s i n t h e " v e r t i c a 1 - f i 1 e " t h a t 

m i g h t p r o v e h e l p f u l t o y o u . Our r e s e a r c h l i b r a r y w o u l d a l s o 

a p p r e c i a t e c o p i e s o f a n y c o r r e s p o n d e n c e t o a n d f r o m t h e 

t h a t y o u may h a v e i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h y o u r p r o j e c t s . I f 

h a v e y o u r n a m e , a d r e s s , t e l e p h o n e / f a x n u m b e r s w h e r e y o u 

r e a c h e d . 

y o u r own 
T h i s i s a v e r y 

f a m i 1y t r e e . 

" o l d - c o u n t r y 

y o u w o u l d , 

c a n b e 

g o o d way t o g e t m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n a n d e x p a n d 

Be s u r e a n d m a r k S e p t e m b e r 22 o n y o u r c a l e n d a r a n d make p l a n s t o 

a t t e n d t h e W e n d i s h F e s t . T h i s i s a g o o d d a y t o v i s i t o l d f r i e n d s a n d 

m e e t new o n e s . T h i s a l s o p e r t a i n s t o f a m i l i e s . A l s o , make p l a n s t o 

e n t e r t h e S t a t e o f T e x a s N o o d l e C o o k - O f f a n d b a k e c o f f e e c a k e f o r t h e 

c o f f e e c a k e c o n t e s t . 

K e n W e i s e r 

P r e s i d e n t 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

F o l k . l i f e F e s t i v a l i n San A n t o n i o , T e x a s 

D e a d l i n e f o r a r t i c l e s f o r A u g u s t n e w s l e t t e r 

G e n e r a l M e m b e r s h i p m e e t i n g a t t h e Museum a t 2:00 p.m. 

L a s t S a t u r d a y Museum w i l l b e o p e n u n t i l S p r i n g o f 

19 9 7 

W a r d a p i c n i c a t t h e W a r d a p i c n i c g r o u n d s W a r d a , TX 

G e r m a n T e x a n H e r i t a g e S o c i e t y a n n u a l m e e t i n g a t t h e 

H o l i d a y I n n C i v i c C e n t e r , L u b b o c k , T e x a s 

E i g h t h A n n u a l W e n d i s h F e s t a t t h e Museum C o m p l e x 

a n d t h e S t , P a u l , S e r b i n , p i c n i c g r o u n d s 

D e a d l i n e f o r a r t i c l e s f o r O c t o b e r n e w s l e t t e r 

W a l k - I n c o f f e e / b a k e s a l e , 9 : 0 0 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., a t 

E l e a n o r ' s C o t t age b e h i n d t h e F l e t c h e r Home i n 

G i d d i n g s , TX. 

T h a n k y o u t o R e v . H a r t f i e l d f o r h a v i n g t h e o p e n i n g d e v o t i o n a t t h e May 

m e m b e r s h i p m e e t i n g . We a l s o w a n t t o t h a n k R e v . M a n f r e d H o r n i c h , h i s 

w i f e , S u s a n n e , a n d d a u g h t e r s , E s t h e r a n d D o r o t h e a , f o r a v e r y 

e n t e r t a i n i n g a n d i n f o r m a t i v e p r o g r a m . A v e r y s p e c i a l t h a n k y o u t o D r . 

J o e W i l s o n f o r b e i n g o u r t r a n s l a t o r . 

THE AUGUST PROGRAM: 

w i l l f e a t u r e a 14 m i n u t e v i d e o p r e s e n t a t i o n b y B e v e r l e y G o t z k y 

m o d e l i n g a n d d e s c r i b i n g t h e a u t h e n t i c W e n d i s h c o s t u m e made f o r h e r b y 

p e o p l e i n t h e L u s a t i a a r e a o f G e r m a n y . B e v e r l e y was k i n d e n o u g h t o 

b r i n g h e r c o s t u m e l a s t f a l l f o r o u r W e n d i s h F e s t . S i n c e so f e w p e o p l e 

a c t u a l l y w e r e a b l e t o s e e t h e d i s p l a y , d u e t o w o r k s c h e d u l e s a n d o t h e r 

a c t i v i t i e s , we h o p e t h a t t h i s p r o g r q a m w i l l be i n f o r m a t i v e a n d o f 

i n t e r e s t t o many o f o u r m e m b e r s . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e c o s t u m e b e i n g 

s e e n a n d d e s c r i b e d , s e v e r a l o t h e r " c u 1 1 u r a 1 - c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s " o f o u r 

f o r e f a t h e r s a r e m e n t i o n e d i n B e v e r l e y ' s m o n o l o g u e . 

BAKE S A L E 

A b i g " T h a n k Y o u " t o t h o s e m e mbers who b a k e d a n d h e l p e d w i t h t h e b a k e 

s a l e a t La G r a n g e o n F r i d a y , J u n e 2 1 s t . I f y o u w e r e u n a b l e t o h e l p 

a n d w o u l d l i k e t o c o n t r i b u t e , p l e a s e do s o . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e s a l e 

o f a l l o f t h e b a k e d i t e m s , we s o l d 35 p o u n d s o f n o o d l e s . 

A u g u s t 1-4 

A u g u s t 12 

A u g u s t 18 

A u g u s t 31 

S e p t e m b e r 1 

S e p t e m b e r 6-8 

S e p t e m b e r 22 

O c t o b e r 14 

O c t o b e r 15 



TOURS REPORT 

by E v e l y n N. K a s p e r , C o - O r d i n a l o r 

T h e s i x t o u r s s c h e d u l e d f o r t h e l a s t h a l f o f A p r i l d i d m a t e r i a l i z e . 

On A p r i l 1 5 t h we s e r v e d 25 members o f D r i v e r s P a r k , H o u s t o n , c o f f e e 

c a k e a n d c o f f e e w i t h a t o u r . 

On A p r i l 1 6 t h M e s s i a h L u t h e r a n , H o u s t o n , b r o u g h t 35 f o l k s f o r a t o u r 

a n d l u n c h e o n . 

On A p r i l 1 7 t h 23 r e t i r e e s f r o m B e t h e l L u t h e r a n , B r y a n , came f o r a t o u r 

a n d c o f f e e c a k e . 

On A p r i l 1 8 t h t h e P e t r o l e u m W i v e s f r o m H o u s t o n b r o u g h t 56 f o r a 

l u n c h e o n a n d t o u r . 

On A p r i l 1 9 t h t h e r e was a n o t h e r t o u r a n d l u n c h e o n f o r 35 f r o m H o u s t o n . 

On A p r i l 2 5 t h 29 s t u d e n t s a n d 5 a d u l t s t o u r e d f r o m S t . M a r k ' s L u t h e r a n 

S c h o o l i n H o u s t o n . 

May 1 4 t h b r o u g h t a g r o u p o f s e n i o r c i t i z e n s f r o m T o m b a l l f o r a t o u r . 

J u n e 1 1 t h t h e S l o w P o k e Sams f r o m v a r i o u s p a r t s o f T e x a s s t o p p e d f o r a 

t o u r . T h e r e w e r e 27 i n t h i s g r o u p . 

J u n e 1 2 t h w i l l be a d a y l o n g r e m e m b e r e d . We s e r v e d a l u n c h e o n t o 95 

p e o p l e f r o m N a n ' s T o u r s o f F r e d e r i c k s b u r g . T h i s i s t h e f i r s t t i m e we 

t r i e d t o a c c o m m o d a t e t w o b u s l o a d s a n d t h e 13 d o c e n t s f o r t h e d a y 

p r o v e d t h a t i t c a n be d o n e . 

J u n e 1 3 t h b r o u g h t 27 P i o n e e r G r o u p C a m p e r s f r o m Camp L o n e S t a r f o r a 

t o u r . 

On J u n e 1 4 t h M i c h a e l M u r p h y f r o m Sam H o u s t o n , San A n t o n i o , b r o u g h t a 

t o u r g r o u p o f 3 4 , a n d o n J u n e 2 9 t h l i e b r o u g h t a g r o u p o f 4 2 . 

On J u n e 2 7 t h a g r o u p o f 14 came o v e r f r o m t h e LWML C o n v e n t i o n i n 

B r y a n - C o l l a g e S t a t i o n f o r a t o u r a n d l u n c h e o n . 

J u n e 2 8 t h b r o u g h t a t o u r h e a d e d b y H e r b H a s c h k e o f T u l s a , O k l a h o m a , 

f o r a t o u r . T h i s t o u r b r o u g h t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 30 f a m i l y m e m bers f r o m 

A u s t i n , who w e r e a l l a t t e n d i n g t h e H a s c h k e f a m i l y r e u n i o n t h e r e . 

DOCENTS 

THANK YOU!! t o t h e f o l l o w i n g f o r a c t i n g as d o c e n t s d u r i n g t h e m o n t h s 

o f A p r i l a n d May: L a v e r n e G e r s c h , B e s s i e M e r t i n k , E v e l y n K a s p e r , 

E s t h e r B u s c h a , E l i n o r S t e g l i c h , G e o r g i e B o y c e , H a t t i e S c h a u t s c h i c k , 

B a r b a r a H i e l s c h e r , J o h n a n d A n n a S c h m i d t , R u t h L i n d n e r , Bea 

T s c h a t s c h u l a , D e l i a M u l l e n s , M i l d e r e d K i l l i a n , T e l f o r d Z o c h , V i v i a n 

T a y l o r , J e a n e t t e H u e l s e b u s c h , E l s i e S o c h a , E r n a M e r s i o v s k y , G e o r g e 

B o e r g e r , a n d K e n W e i s e r . 



MEMORIALS 

I n Memory o f : D o n o r Amount 

M r s . E l l a 

M r s . E l l a 

M r s . E l l a 

Z o c h 

Z o c h 

Z o c h 

M r s . E l l 

M r s . E l l 

M r s . E l l 

M r s . E l l 

M r s . E l l 

M r s . E l l 

M r s . E l l 

M r s . E l l 

M r s . E l l 

L a v e r n e 

R u t h T e i 

a Z o c h 

a Z o c h 

a Z o c h 

a Z o c h 

a Z o c h 

a Z o c h 

a Z o c h 

a Z o c h 

a Z o c h 

V. T a c k e t t 

n e r t 

M/M H e n r y Z o c h ( 1 a n d s c a p e f u n d ) 

M/M J a c k C e r n o s e k ( l a n d s c a p e f u n d ) 

B e s s i e , L u k e , & M a t t M e r t i n k & 

M/M A. C. F l i p p o ( l a n d s c a p e f u n d ) 

M/M F r a n k T a y l o r ( l a n d s c a p e f u n d ) 

M/M L e r o y S t e g l i c h ( l a n d s c a p e f u n d ) 

P a t B u s h ( l a n d s c a p e f u n d ) 

M/M A r n o l d K a s p e r ( l a n d s c a p e f u n d ) 

M/M R e i n h o l d T e i n e r t ( l a n d s c a p e f u n d ) 

M/M V e r n L o u a a s e n ( l a n d s c a p e f u n d ) 

M/M R o b e r t G a r r e t t ( l a n d s c a p e f u n d ) 

B a u e r & A l l b r i g h t ( l a n d s c a p e f u n d ) 

M/M M a r v i n E. M i t s c h k e ( l a n d s c a p e f u n d ) 

M/M A r n o l d K a s p e r 

M/M V i c T e i n e r t 

$ 2 5 . 0 0 

$ 1 5 . 0 0 

$ 1 5 . 0 0 

$ 2 0 . 0 0 

$ 1 5 . 0 0 

I n H onor o f : Donor Amount 

M/M B i l l F i s c h e r The A l l a n H . B u c h h o r n F a m i l y $ 2 5 . 0 0 

5 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y 

MEMBERSHIP 

S t u d e n t Members 

A l i s o n S c h m i d t , A u s t i n , TX A n t h o n y M a c k , M i n n e s o t a 

New Members 

A l i s o n S c h m i d t , Aus t i n , TX 

M a r g a r e t E. N o a c k , R o c k d a l e , TX 

V i c t o r E. C l e v e n g e r , B u r k e , VA 

E. L o u i s e J o n e s , C l e v e l a n d , TX 

Ro y T . N o a c k , R o c k d a l e , TX 

J e d D u b e , McDade, TX 

P a t r o n Members 

F r a n c e s K i 1 i a n P f 1 u g e r , A u s t i n , TX 

S p o n s o r Members 

J . B. G e r s c h , J r . , G i d d i n g s , TX 

V I S I T O R S 

T h e m o n t h s o f A p r i l a n d May, b r o u g h t v i s i t o r s f r o m a l l p a r t s o f T e x a s 

a n d t h e f o l l o w i n g : New Y o r k , V i r g i n i a , P e n n s y l v a n i a , C o n n e c t i c u t , 

C a l i f o r n i a , F l o r i d a , M i s s o u r i , M a s s a c h u s e t t s , I n d i a n a , O r e g o n , S o u t h 

A m e r i c a , M i c h i g a n , C a r o l i n a , C o l o r a d o , G e r m a n y , L o u i s i a n a , a n d 

A r k a n s a s . 
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GENERAL MEETING 

TEXAS WENDISH HERITAGE 
SOCIETY 

May 19, 19 96 

Fifty-two members and v i s i t o r s were present' at the general 
meeting of The Texas Wendish Heritage Society at the K i l i a n 
Building of the Museum Complex at Serbin, Texas, on Sunday, 
May 19, 1996, at 2:00 .p.m. 

Ken Weiser c a l l e d the meeting to order and welcomed a l l in 
attendance. Pastor Paul Hartfield had the opening devotion. 

Ken then asked Evelyn Kasper to introduce the v i s i t o r s . 
V i s i t o r s present were Pastor Manfred Hornich and wife, Susanna, 
and daughters, Esther and Dorothea of Spreewitz, Germany. 
Also v i s i t i n g were Erwin and Edith B i l l i g , Don and Bea Rost, 
Lewis, Carol and L e s l i e Carpenter, Herman Beisert, Alfred and 
Ruby Bohot, Walter Schulze, Pastor and Mrs. Robert Koenig, 
and Alfred Boriack. 

Georgie Boyce introduced the Hornich family again when they 
presented the program. Pastor Hornich accompanied .the family 
and group on the guitar as they sang German songs. He told us 
of the repair and renovation of the church in Spreewitz at this 
time and hopes i t w i l l be completed in 1997'. He also spoke of 
the joys and problems of the reunification in Germany. Dr. Joe 
Wilson was the translator for the program and the question and 
answer period after the program. Georgie Boyce presented the 
family members with Texas bandanas, highlighting Serbin as a token 
of appreciation from the Wendish Society. 

Ken Weiser encouraged participation i n the noodle cook-off and 
the coffee cake bake-off at the Wendish Fest in September and 
asked members tp sign up for helping host on the day of the 
Serbin p i c n i c . 

The Hornichs celebrated their s i l v e r wedding anniversary on 
October 9, 1995, and planned a family t r i p to Texas as a special 
t r e a t . They were pleasantly surprised when a big decorated 
anniversary cake was served after the meeting with other 
refreshments consisting of cheeses, crackers, sausage, deviled 
eggs and coffee cake. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Evelyn N. Kasper / / 
Serbin is located 7 miles southwest of Giddings via U.S. 77 and FM bads 448 and 2239 



P r o m o t i o n i n "ROZHLAD", W e n d i s h m a g a z i n e i n L u s a t i a , G e r m a n y . 

G e r t r u d M a h l i n g ' s book "K BRJOHM N A D Z I J E " . ^ 
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