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One of the JolUsical trL'a::-ures I Lrought h0me fr~ ~:.~lt'c •• L:.n 
is a t-:?autiful rccorJir.g of the Oratorio, '1NAltco•• c.o;Jpose, 
by Ko1·1a A\~gu!lt Kocor (i822-190t) to the ch<:sical \-'!.1rc!s b} 
Handrij Z12jler datir•1 back to 1847. 

Hardly a ~eek passes t~at I don 't listen to at lc~st a ~wal 
portion of the . two-sided recording, made in the Gcrr.-.an Cc
mocratic Republic. The spirit of the music, the s· ~1-~tir
ring choral renditions, and the lively orchestratio~s, to
gether with th'-! well c.hosen sol o vilices. rr.ake for a rir~. n. 
flection of life in the land of the Wends. 

It was 130 years a~o this Spring that the clouds of unrrst 
S\·lirled in the lives of those who made t:1e 1854 Jr.11nig ratio r. 
to Texa5. The time \.\'as ti pe for action <Htd there wa s no 
stopping the move~ent. A Call wa s extended to the Rev. J1n 
Kilian in ~larch, lF54, to become the spiritual lc-3-dc.r of t 1 

proposed imnigrant congregation. By May Kilian was led by 
God to accept the cha llenge . A busy s~n~er of preparation 
fo llm:ed and by SPpt(.:ilber, 1854 , t he 588 •,:ends were ready 
for their now histor ic and uniq•Jcof irnmigrations ever kn::>wr, 
in the annals of Texas a~d: ~rican history. 

I woul d love t o sponso1~ a Cor~cert in honor of the l30th An
nivetsary of t~c Wcndish I!11Jliigration. It \>;OUld consist s;r"• 
ly in ~he pl aying of the abcve musical, "Naleco." Anyone 
intercste:d in h2aring such a Concert, possibly a t the 1.1E. nd 
ish M~seum in s~rbin , contar.t Je editor . 

John J. Socha, Editor 

ORCHIDS to t:w 1-'l:.H.R fO:JNDATION . See info about their ~ran ' 
of $?0. OCO to the P..IHS Jnd their Cha 11 enge to the .• :,· il..ers 
to ra ·ise another $10,0: I. JJS 
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WRITE TO US ABOUT YOUR fAMILY. 
Keep the Werdish spi.rit alive. 
Write out the facts about your 
iMmed i ate family. Give full 

"5 , b i r t hd a te s , ba p t i s . 3 l , 
irrnation, ma.rria!]e, and 

.r cor.rec t dates. Jot down 
1 special information about 

JUr family ... Then go back tci 
J·our parents and tLcir fami1y 
facts - your brothers and sis
ters. Before long you'll be a 
full-grown geneologist ... Start 
right now~ Supply the Wendish 

~eum with copies of informa
Jn abou t your family. 

"Pros t\'Ja 11 
-

1
' Prayer" by Rev. 

Jan Kil ian? a piece of sheet 
~usic, is now available at the 
Wcnd i sh Museum for just 25 
cents. Word s and Music are in
c1 uded. 

The NEWSLETTER of the Texas 
Wendish Heritage Society, 
headquartered at the Wend
ish Museum in Serbin, Texas 
is published Quarterly. 

The Texas Wendish Heritage 
Society is a non-profit or
ganization and in no way 
discriu1inates in matt~rs 
of race, religion, or eth
nic background. 

financial contributions to 
the Texas Wcndi sh Heritage 
Society are tax-deductible. 

WHO ARE THE WENDS? DO YOU 
KNOW7 GET ALL THE INFO YOU 
CAN. TELL ABOUT THE WENDS 
TO Y!lJ R CHURCH GROUP, your 
Civic, Social, or other 
Club. When your Group needs 
a Pro~ram, arrange for a 
Volunteer worker from the 
TWHS to be the speaker. 

THINK ~JNEDISH~ 



THE UENDS AND THE REFO~\ATION 
b{' the Rev. Robert Koenig ·~EP 

(Cont1nuation from ~ol. ~, No 2) 

During the five centu.ties p.teceding the Refonndtion the po1 
tical power in Lusatia changed hands at least six tines. A
bout the year 1000 it \'Jas Poland, in lOJ~, the Gt!J1'1an staL. 
of ~1eissE'n and Brandenburg, in 1136, Bohemia. For about 2Qr 
years it was held alternately by Bohauia and one or another 
German princedom. finally in 1329 llohcmia gained ro,nplete 
control only to lose it to Hungary in the 15th CC11tury. By 
the time luther WdS born, Bohe111ia was Once moJ·e in control 
of upper Lusatia, the area fron which Most of the Serbin it 
migrants came, but Brandenburg (later known as Prussia) ha~ 
gained control of Lo~>Jer Lusatia, the area around Cottbus. 

I believe we can VJguely understand what tnis kind of " 1 

of-war" would do to the attitude of the people living in t'r· 
area, especially if none of these various conquerors SL •. J 
1 be intet•ested · in them as people with a unique culture~:-·· 

9uage. And throughout this entire period German nobles 
grabbed this or that choice piece of real e~tate and .sr.: :•,. 
on it. Thus the chief population centers became Get·rna,1i7.t:d 
while the people who spoke Wendish were crowded into arc4S 
that no one saw fit to grab because just weren't that valu
able. 

All this time the language of the church in Lusatia ~as 
Latin, except that for one period of time under Bohanian 
rule the Czech language was used occasionally. 

It was not until Luther 1 s introduction of the idea that 
the vernacular, that is, the language of the co~~1on people, 
should be the language of religion, t~at the ~~nds really~ 
the opportunity to learn what the Christian rt1 igion in gen 
eral, and the salvation by grace through faith in particular 
was all about. It \'lould seen to follow that Lovier Lusatia, 
being under the rule of Brandenburg, or Prussia, •,o.~ould have 
been the portion of the Land of the Wends that • .. :as first in· 
flucnced by the Refonnation. And this seems to be borne out 
by Arthur Repp in an article he wrote for the Encyclopedia 
of the Lutheran Church, in which he mentions that the first 
book of Lutheran origin to appear in the Wendish languJge 
was a hymnal and Catechism, all in one volume, by Albin Mol 
lcr --and it was in Low Wendish, the language of the ~Jrlh
ern, or Ptussian portion. It appeated in 1574, t\:C! .. t)'-ei!;lllt 
years after luther 1 s death. This may help explain why so 
little is known about the Wends during Luther•s lifetime.~ 
pecial1y if it is true--and the implication seems t? beth-



it is true tdt this may al~o have been ~ne of the first 
times, if n-Il~+ ~he very first , that anyone ever rtte~npted to 
write anything in t:.e llendhh 1an!Jva~e. And if it was true, 
i\s I suspect, H~t Alliin :~olle.r may t,::·~ tern the first per
son to atUmpt to fit the W.•"l<iish 1.-1gua~P. to a1~rab()tical 
r.haracters, it l<i0uld i" lso h ... ve to folloioJ l.hat SJ~Ye time e
lapsed before n. re ~;.~re •.;rl.jwgh rcatlcrs of that 1? ~uage to 
o:'ake any signifhant impact on the people uf tne ~t.Jntry. 
(Part Ill will follow in Vol. V, No.4} 

II •\ . . 
i•lAR Y SAT SPu-;NING: Mt s. Lir.·:1 t: ... n.er cf ::r-uston, called our 
ottention to this 11•.1 ·iJer, a ~:,:.,,oJish folk lte10Jdy, on the 
lf.l84 Concert Sed::.On rrf)grarr. 01 CO IICOrdi a Collt-ge, Moorhead, 
Minn. It is iw:lw:le:d in th(.i\~ Ret.vrding r.0w avai111ble. 

GOOD li_EWS: Peter roundatio!l gives $:?0,000 to the TWHS. 
-ids will be follo\'l~d by simi1ar gr'onts for the 
rext two ,)~ars. The Peter founcl~tion has given· 

the T\I!HS meMbers a rcaso .. ab 1 e. cha 11 e:nge. Note: 
"The Peter round.;t1lol nov/ challenges the Wendish Heritage 
Society to match this $20,000 ~- ·'nt wit', $10,000 from mem
~ers. friend~ , a~d othe~ Fuur~ations. T~is is no t a condi
tion or require~ent, but our dirPctors will look favorably 
on a request for a,;1jitior.al funding if .}"UU 1o1eet the cha1-
1 cnge. 11 

Here Is hoping every uler;-~ber of Lhe n:tlS wi 11 ac
rept that c~all· .ge and will participaLe in activitiPs up
r:u!ii"irrg to j,·,Let U.e C~.allf::11ge. 

TEO LAM~;:::&L fOI o-:ler T\o:rlS Pres..' r ecciv I th~ s word from the 
Texas Historical Cc 1nis!:hm aL·.ut the ple1i1s for a ne~· Museum 
'3uilding;"The T~::x. Hist. Con's11 . Mo..~scum Sr~"vices Dept. is pleas 
cd to reco.··mend ti·i:t you c:iJot•l<.l procce'~ \·lith the plans as 
provid~d to us l>~ith tile ctbove .:·· .ntioned ,·lluuification." 

1·1e uppreciate tl-•e intrrest .:-.r.d kno:,•,J ho\-1 of Clayton Kramer of 
~·!ichita Fans wi~h Lhe GJ·ant f. )111 ihe Peter Foundation and 
al'out historical, !J'!n('olo::Jical, mus...!Uit1 and restoration pro-
jPcts. His \'lide 1J.H.:kgr01~1id of r_ . ~rience is inv.J.luable~ 

L1/ ?HNE GARRI:.l T of E0u.:;ton •!1d :t'~rbin An:a, has b-~cn 'lt~ry 
'busywithr,:;.er·ous projQct:; itb::>:.Jt \'.hich yru'll ~~ant io be 
~.caring. ~·er VOli<SBU\TT Exhibit for the~-- di...h f1useum pro
·,·~c;es to be a~·;- .11:> attt·action . The 11-.J~~urn is open S••ndays 
irom l to 5 p.m. Plan to vhit soon. 


