
~ 
t!txas RttnbiSb •erttagt 6otittp 

Route 2, Box 1551 Giddings, Texas 78942·9769 
VOLCME IV, NUMBER 2, MARC~, 1991 

OP[N FRC'lf1 l: 00 TO 5:00 EVtRY O.AY EXCEPT SATURDAY & HOI IOAYS 
P~ONE 409/366-2441 

PRESIDENT'S ~ESSAGE 

The last. Tc•xas Hendish llerlt~p;e .Society ~embership meeting held or\ 
Frbruury 17, 1991 was a vPry Pncouraeing me>eting. I chc.>rish all of thC'. 
pt•ople who participate in the di:;cust;ions l'ind mak1ng comments . 

Pnssine the.> Constituti~n amrndlnPnt, combjning the MusPum BoarJ and th~ 
F x P c u t i v c> E o r.1 r c1 , w n fl a s t c p j n t h e r i g h t d i l"f' c l i o n . T h i 1'i 'd ll g i v e e a c h 
Doa[·d i:IL'mber ~In oppurllulity tl? mnkc~ l·omments, ~:;k qucstions and make a 
d~riAinn ~11 at nne mcctinfl. 

Unc of my goals for the :'-1usf'um is t.0 have more people partirjpate on 
~omm1tt"C'r.s nn.l hc>lp with money raising projects. Clne of these ('pportunitif's 
will bE:> at the YesterfC':-:.t, Bu:=;t.rop, 'l~xas (HI Apri 1 11. He nC'cd your help 

1 n n r t. i c i p n t i o n L o c o () k am l c; P I 1 rw o d 1 r s . P l e a s (~ , • on t a c t t h c M u !i e> u m o r 
--.;uoJyn l\uhot. Yf'SLPrfe.st Chairperl:ion, if you are int(>T·estcd in hclpinP, or 

h:1v~ questions . 

.Su:oe nf the- it€'ms which need atu~nt ion nn,l rc•quire f•.1ncis ar~ i.tems such as 
1"~:1~~ poles, copy ma(·hine, and paint in£. pnrts of the oluer buildings. Any
I'Jnt• \oli.•d,;ne to .~i\·e mc'morinls or .ional~' toio.nnls an\· \Jf thC~H! projects, arc.> 
wcl.:·ot•Jeu and eru:ourat~(-"d Ln do so. L'h~ Ycst..:!r.ff::'::>l Luoth will hP he>lpful for 
t hl'.c;r. projcr.t.!i. 

Lm ~lnrc.h 22, the St. Paul Lutheran Church Bonk Committee is meeUng with 
.Juhn l\i.lson on the .c;trttus of pubJishin~ other records of the church. The 
.SL. Palll cnmmitt.ec has invited our book committee to be at thjs meeting nnd 
is invited to participate in the discussion and planning. 

:\ow LhaL the Nuseum will have a monthly nc\vslettcr and will be printing this 
nc~slett~r, a nPw copy machine would help do a better job. This machine 
would cost about $2,700.00. AnyonE" intercstf'd and willine to help purchase 
t.his mnchinc, iA ur.ged to make a donation towards this project. 

\~ e h 1'\ v c a h !"! r j t age t h a t i s " s e con d t o no n f' " . You are n c c de d t o he 1 p p r e s e r v e 
and hand it down to other generations. 

Please let us know how you would ljke to help and how all of us working to
eether can do a better job. 

~-·f you hnve information you would like to share with others, send your news 
items to the Museum. 

Thanks for your continued help and support. 

Ken Weiser, President 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
Museum will be closed - Good Fri day. 
Museum wi l l be closed - Easter Sunday. 

March 29 

March 31 

April 3 The Colleguim Musicum Bremen Orchestra and Choir from B remen ~ 
Germany will perform selections from Hayden, Mozart, and 
Mendelssohn at 7:30 at Immanuel lutheran Church, Giddings, TX. 

April 12 Deadline for articl es for April Newsl etter. 
Apri 1 13 Yesterfest at Ba stro p. 
May 
May 

19 

20 

Quarterl y Membersh i p meet ing at 2:00p .m. at the Museum . 
Deadline for articl es for May Newslet ter. 

Ma y 26 Serbin Picnic - Homecoming - at the Serbin Picnic Grounds. 

************************************* 

Thank you to the followi ng lad ies for bringing the refres:n•1ents for the February 
meeting: Ruth Lindner. Ruth Mitschke, Elinor Steglich, [velyn Kasper and Adele 
Pa)Tlpe 11 • 

************************************* 

LILliF ~OfRBF CALDWELL ~~MOR!~L LIBRARY 
~v GeorQit B. Poyre, Librarian 

'CW ArcEs:;rn-s : [IL ~(I :v : . '}!" M ~ · ".. -JtT ·r. r e f '1 'nv" ~Cln:+-ed ·~ ~ 1 . 
o-f'" MP..JORI"'Jl~, ~ .~M<LLS v-rJ ~ ~ ~ '.I-' A• · ~ ; r, ~ ....... f, ~ •• r~lS'r .. ' -; (" 1

' • • - --or.-------- ~ --Edition ot '')..,r Fc~v')rite CvC"'IJ'O" , CAR~· P " J:l( E ~ . R .• ... oui sf', ~xas . dc.ntte j 
"!:lescendants + C'r1s .. oc~ ..; 'JE''S'..,e .rd ..,o~."'n ~J9U':>~ Lfhrrann Passenger!:> ,1 ... h.., Ren 
~:evisl'. 

On.] recent- +,-ip -t:c tl'llS r' ,Cd lhH f . 

C l ,~ IJrt'-:1 )I') i;_ f) e r • yr t o- :nt I I I i:f t f"t' "T 

... ~ -.~r dd, .l0utl1 -'vst,.,.. 1 
• ll ~dr-c t- • .. .,E' r .. :>~u 

tn< ~resente~ GPorgie P1yce, l i~ ~r1a~ ~:·~ 
tre book 0f Pi r~~r~ iO' •c~,~ ·Th~ , n ~dnr 

! Wou I d , i ~ e to t'nn l< the to 1 1 o~;•; "'C1 pPop 1 e 
that ~ave ~espc~dn ~ tr wy re~u~r+- fer 1elo: 
FR!EDA Wl~DLAND and LllllA~ OLTMA~N for 
clippir1 crticles fru~ newspapers for the 
Verticle ~il e ; E~INOR ~TFGLIC~ and JAC~ 
w!~)~~rCLQ for tr~"'~'rting German books for 
·r ~~rtory; JAN MURRAV and DOROTHY ZOCH for 
~eloing with the pho~ographic inventory; 
ERNA MERSIOVSKY for translating GP~an hand
writing on photographs. These people have 
made a dent in the backlog of jobs to be 

I 
.: . 

done. If you are a Docent on a Sunday afternoon , I hope you will consider doing 
some of these things for us; such as, clipping articles from newspapers or naking 
copies of various papers (instructions are written on t he folder). Plea se let me 
or Barbara know. 

EXHIBITS 

A special baptismal exhi bi t ha s been prepared by our curator, Marian Wiederhold . It 
f~atures a ce~tificate s igned by Pastor Kili an i n 1861. There are pictures of bap
t l smal fon~s 1n so~ of the .ar ea churches , and bea ut iful christening dresses and caps. 
A framed p1cture w1th t he B1ble verse Mark 16: 16 i n Wendish, German and English also 
prepared by Mrs . Wiederhold . 
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IN A WENDISH COUNTRY 
This is the second of a four part article written by Dr. Maria-Beate v. Loeben, an 
instructor of English at Wurzburg un iversity. 
The year was a sequence of quaint customs, beginning with the 11 Wedding of the Birds" 
on the 25th of January. On this day the children got little nests with tiny coloured 
sugar-eggs and little birds made of sugar or feathers. Occasionally artificia l bi rds 
were t hrown up into the air to tempt the real birds to start their mating-season, 
which was - quite rightly - considered to be the first sign of burgeoning spring; the 
early date is indicative of a fairly mild climate: we did have snows every year , and 
the tink le of horse-drawn s ledges to me is a famil i ar winter-sound - but there was 
usually very l i t t le snow before New Yearts Eve, and even then the years when it stayed, 
and when there was a severe and pro longed fros t, were cons idered rather the exception. 
The wonderful old fruit t rees of t he region bear witness to thi s fact . In sheltered 
places peaches and apricots are rai sed , and south -facing house-fronts are frequently 
grown over with vines. Every well -kep t household produced its own wine, t hough gener
ally made with currents, raspber ries, and strawberries rather t han with genuine grapes. 
It is a very good wine indeed~ but not to be got in t he shops! After the uBirds weddi ngu 
the preparations for Easter began; a baby goat was fattened for the t raditional Easter 
meal, where it replaced the biblical Passover Lamb. In shops lambs made from cake
dough or ~uttlr begar to appear a5 decorations, and the women began to colour eggs, 
~hich were then covered with intricate ornaments or inscribed with pious or amorous 
verses. There ~ere v·ri~u~ ways to work on the eggs: the original one was to scra t ch 
away the \010ur w1tn d very fine and sharp knife. T~ere were artists who could do al-
tOSt a'1yth;ng with tre po~nt of +'-l~ir II. "life, f'r f'1 orr.aments and flowers to landscapes 

and ~e~sts. Ire ea~1er way _ wd~ to us~ an ~rdin J Y) steel pe~, dip it into muriate aci~, 
an~ remove ~ne colour or rather dye of thP ~gg that way . It was, of course, much easier 
tt.u ~ to wr-ite ?n the eg]~ ::ts well. Such eggs, being little works of art, were, in the 
ccJrst of t 1 'fle , .,J lC'rJe~l'"'e~n+ +,be eatll~ bllt uc.e"d -For purposes of decoration, and in 
.. ... is ca ~ P e>rn('ltv - .., .. ~ .. :: 1 ·h ~·. "'t ' o:. ' tr ... :1e1i: ~ te handling. T~ese eggs 

- ~ ... ..,~ ... ' .J ~ ..~ • te 4'"Jrrous, ard 110\lladavc- Y"'lr C~" t-p v .,e,, almos t everywhe>re . 

.__ 

:n :. 1 ':.t: " ,T,c•n t .. :! ':I .. + •• i' 1 ~ 1"1€: '"'\o, ,, ~e <!ar k w1th Jugs t"J fetch water 
from ~c Te st t ~ ~ ; i~ ~~ ~~opos~d • ;ivt ' ~ ~~- · a, ~eauty (but only 4f y0u refrained 
f r oM c:; oeakinq until yc,•J 1-Jad Jsecl it , , 1rd • ti ' .. + .. ve ,, .. t• ,... o;; tream WCIS still you 
'T.;~~t see your f"~ur ... k uc;la •j's fa• £ ·n ··, loc k'n'r at )'Ou Tt"lese {.ustoms which are, of 
cc~·r·e, ':"t l.O,-c:-i'"'ea tl' tre Wen~ i o;·-s~t dk.;ng pdrts Jf tlJe wcrld, we"'e, however, reli-
9 ::iJ'lr att .. :!e~ ':" wL, ~ w3 -> a,_ ild. c:.nd d .. the most nc.tU .. dl thing in the wcrld WP 

'-' _._.ed r . ~ · · ~" -'iJ(rr.ir,g JU~~ "' 'tl") taste:"-\\,.te r +'_, - ta"'ld C!l. tSide OUr bedroom-dOOr) -
~r d ~... ~ r ranny ~ilW to · t t~at we ~.:sed 1t and ke~t qJ,et .,nti 1 we nad done so. In the 
~ ~terrocn r~ r ~ ~t~ ~ ,~a J mcst ~eople went to the .c~n o~ Budissin (Bautzen) to watch 
t .e ra~ t , .,. •, . •• ' .... rru,essio'"' -.f ri jPrc; ;.., old-fashioned dress-coats. The Main at
t '"il ._ ~ i l.. r , hl..wo::> .,tr, a't d u'l "' Quc 1 oc::~1 -; r e('iC'1~tJ , was a compe~ition on the Proitschen-
L··g, tt ~" e- .... • r. ;e>+: i to c.- 'T1a '"rl ) c~n • .:1"rt~t- let r · 'la"'d-bc.n ' ed eggs roll down a 
steep r1~~ a .a. ~~cord'ng to so~ rules which I h~vP ne~er ~uite understood, 1ost t~eir 
own eggs , or wo:>r , hose of their oppo•.er.ts. 

TO BE CONTINUE~··------~-·--------------
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GROUP TOURS 
by Evelyn Kasper, Chairman 

A group from The Spiri ted Saints of St. John, Galveston~ joined by friends from 
Giddings~ toured our facilities on January 1?. . 

28 guests from the Fell owship Club, and AAL of Trinity Lutheran Church in Spring 
enjoyed a visit here on February 21. 

Both groups had coffee cake and coffee about 10;00 a.m. and then had the noon lunch. 
Thanks to all who helped host these events . 

AUSTIN CHAPTER NEWS 
by Charles Wukasch 

The Austin chapter of the Texas Wendish Heritage Society met on Sunday, March 10, at 
Redeemer lutheran (Austin). 13 people were in attendance. Rev. Reinhard Wuensche 
gave the devotion. 

DOCEI'JTS 
Thank you, to t he following who acted as docents from January 1 through February 28 : 
Jack and Marian Wiederhold, Freddie Zoch, Herbert and Schautschick. Larine Domel, 
Ruth Lindner, Walter and £rna Mersiovsky. August Zoch, Lillian Oltmann and Frieda 
Wendland. 

VISITORS 
During January and February we have had visitors from : Michigan, Oklahoma, Canada , 
Wisconsin, Missouri, Colorado, Australia, Pennsylvania, Louis1ana, Illinois ~ France, 
and Washington. 

MEMBERSHIP 
New Members/Previous Members-Renewed 

Robbie Gorr, Ontario, Canada 
Florence f-1. Woods. Nata 1 i a , TX. 

Brenda Kleidon, Three Rivers,~~

Mildred N. Krautz, Winchester, TX. 
Dana L. Zoch, League City, TX. 

Kelli Watts, Houston, TX. 

Eunice M. Zill1T1erman, Glendale. •10 .. 

Margie Loomans, Austin, TX. 
Martha Goeke, San Anton i o, T~. 
Gerhard Simmank, Germany 
Flora Kunze, Warda, TX. 

John Wuensche, Victoria, TY.. 
Dr. Gunter Schaarschmidt, Victoria, Canada 
Jan Gilbreath, Charlottesville. VA. 
Craig Zoch, League City, TX . 

STUDENT 
Jan Gilbreath, Charlottesville , VA. 

PATRON 

Barbara J. T. Womack, Crosby, TX. 
Davi d Goeke, San Antonio, TX. 
Li nda S. Boerger, Wharton, TX . 
George Kunze, Warda, TX . 
We ldon P. Boerger, East Bernard , TX. 

The followi ng matching gi f t s were received; 
$250.00 f rom Arco Foundati on. 

5800 .00 f rom The Coca Co l a Company. 
$25. 00 from Arco Foundation. 



Meeting of the 
Texas Wendish Heritage Society 

Serbin, Texas 
February 17, 1991 

1. There were about 40 people in attendance. 

2. Rev. Hartfield gave the devotion. 

3. There were no visitors. 

4. There were no questions on the previous meeting's minutes. 

5. Treasurer's report: Ken Weiser gave the report. 

6. Change in constitution: Evelyn Kasper suggested that we have one 
combined board. Elwood Domaschk explained why we had originally set up 
two separate boards. He recommended that we continue with the two 
boards. A vote was taken: With only one vote against, the membership 
voted that we combine the two boards. 

7. Committee reports: Evelyn Kasper: Tours; Laverne Gersch: 
Vogelhochzeit : Barbara Hielscher: Genealogy (given for the absent 
Weldon Merziovsky), Herbert Falke: Float, Herbert Schauschitschk: 
Landscaping; Georgie Boyce: Library, Ken Weiser: Membership (given for 
the absent Judy Hielscher), Barbara Hielscher: Newsletter; Barbara 
Hielscher: Yesterfest ; Charles Wukasch: Liaison with Sorbs of Germany 

8. Laverne Gersch gave the program. She spoke on the visit to Texas by 
her Australian relatives. 

Charles Wukasch, Recording Secretary 

MEMORIALS 
In Melllory Of; Donor Amount 
Gertrude Gloyna M/M Herb Schulze ~20.00 
Wilfred "Woody" Domaschk M/~ Leroy Steglich $15.00 
Martin Franks ~1/M August Zoch $5.00 
William Strecker, Jr . Mary Guggisburg $20.00 
Mary Krause M/M Robert Garrett $15.00 
Herbert Pre 11 op M/~ Reinhold Teinert 
Irene K. Johnson M/~ Reinhold Teinert 

Mr. George Boerger donated $100.00 to the enGowment in the name of George and 
Hanna (Krautschik) Schmidt . 



OUTSTANDING YOUNG WENDS~ 

Nathan Wiederhold, son of Jack and ~arian Wiederhold, and grandson of ~r. an~ Mrs. 
~ilton Kasper was one of six area high school seniors to receive the 1990-91 DAP 
Good Citizen Award. The Guy-SMith-James McMillan Chapter of th~ National Society 
Oaugnters of the American Revolution hosted a George Washinoton Tea "onoring tt-Jese 
students on February 16. 

David O'Leary, son of Joseph an1 Linda O'Leary, and grandson of Leroy and [~inor 
Steglich was selected lst Chair Bass in t~e 1991 All-State Choir. He ~s a senior 
at Mac Arthur High School in San Anto~io. He also sings in ~~e choir at frowr n~ 
Life Luther~n ChLrch an( plays his Trumpet for special services. Davi~ will at
tend Concordia Lutheran Collegr in Austin in the Fall. 

~ ~txa!{ Dltnbisb 
~ ~tritagt ~orittp 

Route 2, Box 155/ Giddings, Texas 78942-9769 

-




