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• tlttxas altnbiSb •tritagt ~ocittp 
Route 2, Box 155 1 Giddings, Texas 78942-9769 

VOLUME III, NUMBER l, JANUARY -MARCH, 1990 
OPEN FROM 1:00 TO 5:00 EVERY DAY EXCEPT SATURDAY & HOLIDAYS 

PHONE 409/366 -2441 

PRESIDENT ' S MESSAGE 

At the start of a new year it is appropriate to evalu~te the successes and failure~ of 
the past year, and to make plans for the new year. Therefore, I wi11 review our 1989 
go~ls and propose goals for 1990. 

Tne 1989 goals and resu lts are: 

Prepare a video of the TW!-.5. RE.SULTS: 1\e prepared a plan, gathered material, and 
d~plicd for grants to PdY for the video. Unfortunately, a\1 of the grant requests were 
re jected and the projtct i~ on hold. 

Increa se membership to 400 from 336. RE.SU LTS · Mcmbershi p grew to 450 throug!" both new 
ffiembers and the return of former members. 0Jr old mem~ership recvra wds 332. 

-...,;E.stablish the Wcndish Fest c1s an annual Lvcr.l. RESULTS: The 'vh~~.d~s~. Fes: WJ~ .j, sL.c::.es_, 
in 1989. We had a good attendance, ana we ~~ce over S2.~JO. Tn: ~endish Fe~t will ~ale 
place on September 16, 1990. 

Develop a long-ran!JC plan for the society Jnd r:t..~eum. RI~::LTS: The T~hS passed a long­
range pl~n during 1989. 

Develop and implen.ent a fund-raising progra1•:. RESt.;LTS: 'tje die net develop or implem~nt 
a program. 

Develop comprehensive plan for starting chapters. RESULTS: A corrr.1ittee was formed and 
they are in the process of preparing a chapter package, but it is not yet finished. 

The 1990 proposed goals are: 

Balance the 1990 budget. 
Raise funds for the endowment. 
Develop comprehensive plan for starting chapters . 
Increase membership to 500. 

The Texas Wendish Heritage Society is facing a large deficit in the 1990 budge t . The 
short-term and long-term finances of th~ THWS are a great problerr.. I~ a few days, you 
will receive a separate letter from me explaining the situation with proposed solutions . 

These proposed goals will be discussed at the membership meeting on Fe bruary 18. 

George Boerger, President 



~*************************************************************************** ************ 
* * * * t "OUR MAN OF THC YEAR AWARD," goes to Leroy Steylicn, outgoing museum boarG chaitllldn,::; 
! \'Jho played front, back, and center, in ull ph ases of museum activities a!)ain durirg: 
; 1989. Thank you Leroy, for an outstanding job~ ~ 

:*******************~********************************~*********************************~ 

DR. NlELSEN CO NDUCTS PROGRAM AT NOVEMBE R MEMBERSHIP M~FTING 

Dr . George Ni e lsen , author of ' lN SEARCH OF A HOME: NINETEENTh CEtHLRY WLNDlS~· 
IMMIGRATIOt':,' conducted t he program at our November ·nembers h ip meet ing, concentrcltillg 
on Austral ia . Or. Nielsen and his famil y 1 ived tnerc during pe1rt of tne ti 1·1e he Wt.l'> 
writing his book. We would like to thank Or. Nielsen for co!'lin~~ fro11: Chicago to r.on-
duct this very interesting pr ogram, dnd for th e book siyniny ,,fter ~he meeting. 

Februa ry Meeting Spedker 

The program at the February 18 members hip meeting will be conducted by ~~r. Jilek 
Wiede rhold. Mr. Wiede rhol d will snow slides fron• his visit to East Germ11ny t"'li'> past 
summer. 

Group Tour~ 
by Evelyn Kasper , ChJirman 

The "Town dnd Country Garden Club'' fron1 Houston was ~erv~d a noCirl r1e il l ~Jn .'4'.'Vl" 'rLF- r 15. 
Barbara Bush is a ~e~ber of the club, but was una ble to attend . 

On November 3, d "Travel Trailer Club", of 11:1 couples toured the mw.P,r .• r..: \·1 .1<o t•1"t· 1 

by Mr. J ack Wiederhold througt1 St. Paul's Lutheran Church. 

T~<Jo group:; Cdl'le to visit the n•ur,eum and church on t~oVNibt'r 11 . )JI ·I•E:'flrber<> o+ tt.~: 

'P r ime Tin•ers' frora Lago Vi s tcl in Austin visited in thP olO rnin(J• and in tLe uflcrr Oln 
Nancy He i nke brought a group from Houston . :•lr . Wiederholu tc..ur botn ~ roup s tt"lro •• ~~\) 
the church . 

The morning of :loveml>er 16 Mrs. Ann Schueler, d seccnd qrdde teuch.·r fro:-. f llrl'c.i l' uE'l 
Lutheran School in Giddings, brought 28 s tudents to the l'u•,e .. nl• dlhl t:huttll . 

Several tours .J.r~ pending for the Sprin~ . Anyone .,.;; shing to help ho')t i~ .:J:.ktJ to 
ple<Jse contact Evelyn 1\dsper at 409/242-3367. 

Arcn i vcs 
by Daphne D. Garrett, Archivist 

It is extremely importdnt that all records be placed in the arthives ~n the fireproof 
vault, an d not kept in individual home s. 

Will you please del iver or send to the Archives as soon a~ ros~ i~le, Lu~ no i d l~· t~un 
the Februdry rnee ting date, all sucn records thctt .YOU hdvc generated or received. 

If your files contain items wh ich are necessc1ry to conduct your cur- rent ln . ... inc-=s fo r 
t he Society or Museu~, pl ease send tne originals to the Archives and r~ ~ai~ ~ -U~Y 
for you r worki ng files . 
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Landscape 
by Laverne Gersch, Chairman 

REMINDER~~ Bring your excess plants and seeds to the February 18 membership meeting 
Have them in containers or bagged and labeled for planting (Wendisr ori~1n welco~e~.' 
There is no charge tor this but a donation box will be available and ~11 :ro~erds go 
to the Wcndish Museum Landscape Fund to ~aintain the grounds for 199~. 

" STROWE NOWE LETO (~"Happy New Year 11
) 

from 
Charles Wukasch. president, Austin Chapter 

The Austin chapter of the Texas Wendish Heritage Society held its Christmas party on 
Sunday, December 10, at Redeemer Lutheran Church i{l Austin. The party was attended 
by some 50 people. The Rev. Paul Bohot of Redeemer Lutheran gave the devotion. 
Charles Wukasch read the nativity story in Wendish . There was lots of delicious food 
and a wonderful evening of Christian fellowship was enjoyed by all . 

tluseum Exhibits 
by Marian Wiederhold, Chairman 

Anyone knowledgeable in a particular aspect of Wendish history is invited to share this 
information with the ~useum Exhibit Committee for consideration as an exhibit. Please 
submit a one or two page essay with the inforMation you would like to share . The 
exhibit cor.~it~ee will consider the idea for display and check the information for 
accuracy. The com~ittee wishes to incorporate as many ideas from different sources a~ 
possible in the museu~ exhibits. If you are knowledgeable in a particular aspect of 
Wendish history you are encouraged to share that information through our museum. 

Docents 

Since October l, docents were: Mildred Kilian, Ruth Lindner, Georgie Boyce, Bessie 
Mertink, Matt Mert i nk, Judy Hielscher, Evelyn Kasper, Mr . & Mrs . Leroy Steglich, Gloria 
Mae Gersch, Barbara Hielscher, Heather Hielscher, Carolyn Bohot, Ruth Willey, Vivian 
Taylor, Mr. & Mrs. Jack Wiederhold, George Ooerger, Larine Domel, August Zoch, Cindy 
Hielscher, Ja~ie Liebscher, Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Falke, Bea Tschatschula, and Patricia 
HielschC'r. 

Visitors 

623 Visitors ~ave signed the guest register since October 1. There have been visitors 
from Nebraska, Colorado, Louisiana, Oregon, Nevada, Canada, Virginia, Kansas, Missouri 
Gennany, S. Dakota, England, and from all over Texas . 

Accessions 

A Black Wedd1ng dress rncH.ie oy an Griyir tdi lo5G 1,uttern wus donated by Cindy Knippa of 
San Antonio. 

A book of Gennan sernrans for the home ~~as donated by ~lr 0 & Mrs 0 Walter Lehmann of 
Giddings. 
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LILLIE MOER8E CALWELL MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
by, Georgie B. Boyce, Librarian 

*-~~~~~~~ At left is a facsimile of the •'book pl ate" which win be placccl 
in each book donated to the library. It is used to identify t 

Mtmcri11l £i6rar.11 
donor (if desired}, and the person, or occasion for which the ...,_, 
donation is made . Actual size of the plate is 3•4 " x 411

• 

As rnany of you know the year 1989, was designa ted, by the Luther­
an Church Mi s souri Synod , as the 150th .a.nni versary of the "Old 
Lutheran Immigration". Pastor Paul Hartfield of Serbin served 
on the planning committee f or thfs observance . The Concordia 
Histori cal Institute Quarterly solicited articles about- congre­
gations which were founded by-t hese "confessional Lutheran immi -
grants•' and which are still flourishing today. Two of our own 
Central Texas congregdtions were among those f eatured. The 
"Summ~r 1989 11 issue contains an article about Trinity Luther.Jn 

'}Ji.~~~J~W';:}-~'-;g Church of Fedor, Texas , which was written by Mr. Herbert f. Uube . 
The 11 Fall 1989 " issue includes an article about Holy Cross Lutl1er-

an Church of Warda, Texas , which was written by Pastor Robert E. Boyce. Both of t hese 
issues are available in our library for yo~r review . 

Our thanrs to Weldon Mersiovsky of Georgetown, Texas, for donating the follo-vJiny ite• •s : 

Descendant•s Chdrts of the f~llowing fdmilies: Koal, Krause, Jurk. Lorcnscbk, M~tthiez, 
Ners iovsky. ~li rtsch in ant: Zwctht. 

"Family of Adolph ~-1ersiovs~y .·nd ~:ary Theresa lorenz" by Weldon 1..Jalter ~~crsiovsky. 
'' Hanusch Family Tree•' compih~d IJy CynU.ia Randig Motloch. 
Guide to the Nationdl Archives of the United States. 1974. 
l8National Genedlo~ical Satiety Quarterl.r (Volumes 63, 64, 65, 66 and pilrt of 57) 
Index to Volumes 62 ar,d 63. Index to VolUires 64 and 65. 
Library Loan Service Book Lisj, Ndtio~~l Ge~ealogical Society. 
Libra r j_ Loan_.:)_e .!'~; cc.: Su 1 emen_t _tSJ_) 971_ Go or 1-_i_s.!. 197 L 
39 The Genealogicd1 Helper All or f.tart of Volurr.es 28, 29, 3C, 31 , 32, 33, 3~, 35) 

Also, OanKeschon to Gerhard Si••n·dn~ of Frdrlkfurt , CL>nnany, for <:.he Sirt.n ank r,:lf,'i l:' lh,•t·t, 
dnd the gift of 2 Wendi'>r oo.:>ks: :lie 1 uusit! ~orbischc Trdd•ten (l4t ndi•,l-- Co!..tune" in 
Upper Lusa t i a - Sdxon) and S!_u9_i~_!1_ ~~~ ~~!-~~fs~~e~: J>~e~r~so~en--n-aine·n {:>tl·O.V uf 'tieml i c.h nr.'ll·e ~). 

Membership 

~ew 1-'lewbers/Previous ~l':'rnbers-Renewed 

Linda Mercer, Houston, ~X. Ddvid ~- Mitschke, Giddin~s. TX. 

M/M Dan ie l Wendland, Houston, TX. Rcb~kdn Bohot, A~stin. ~X. 

~~~ Walter Leh~ann , Giddings, TX. Barry ~Juka~ch, Scott5dale , AZ. 

Sally Laseter , Waco, TX. Pdtsy Seay, McGregor, TX. 

Ros~lie A. Berry, Lubbock , TX. Huth T. Enmri ch, Bud a, TX . 

Margdret A. Lovallo, Sacramento , CA. Linda I . Ros i nboUJ'l, Ok l dhOI'lJ City , OK. 

Lynn L. Johnston, Austin , TX. 

Student t1embers 

Hedther R. Hiel scher, Winchester , TX . 1•1aryaret Lova ll o, Sacramento, CA. 
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Gene Miertschin, Friendswood, TX. 

Conrad R. Proft, Jr., Crestwood, MO. 

M/M Herb Schulz, Torrance, CA. 

Elinor Vlasak, Rosebud, TX. 

Lee P. Brueckel, Wintervi1le, Ohio 

Naomi T. Gordon, Grand Junction, CO. 

Dana K. Clary, Orange, TX. 

De1ores R. Hall, Wharton, TX. 

Ruben L. Moerbe, Austin, TX. 

Pat ron ~lembcrs 

Kuthy lee Miilcr, Lafayc:te , LA. 

Katherine Schmelter, Houston, TX. 

W. L. Simrnank, Stillwater, OK. 

Jerry L. Knippa, San Antonio, TX. 

Edward H. Bernthal, Waupun, WI. 

Margaret Wolf Hart, Austin, TX. 

Mary S. Guggisberg, Vernon, TX. 

Ronald W. ~~sper, Georgetown, TX. 

Delores Munsell, Austin, TX. 

Charlene P. Stelzig, Weatherford, OK. Nancy T. Allen, Houston, TX. 

Glenn A. Zoch, Austin, TX. 

Dr. & Mrs. George Kunze, Warda, TX. 

Linda Boerger, Wharton, TX. 

Harold V. Theiss, Houston, TX. 

Paul H. Knippa, Jr., Austin, TX. 

Ruth T. Emmrich, Buda, Tx. 

Ludwig 0. Groeschell, Austin, TX. 

Marvin Wappler, Groves, TX. 

Linda L. Rosinbaum, Oklahoma City, OK. 

Sponsor Members 

Sandra Matthijetz, Houston, TX. Dr . Wilbert J. Sohns, Casper, WY. 

Dentler Erdmann, Montebel1o, CA. Marjorie Harkrider, Garland, TX. 

Violet Miertschin, Winchester, TX. Herman Teinert, Lubbock, TX. 

Weldon P. Boerger, Wharton~ TX. Edwin Oomaschk, Port Arthur, TX. 

Jay Kruemcke, Pflugerville, TX. 

Century Members 

Charles R. Haschke, Winch~ster, TX. 

Life Members 

George Boerger 

Memorials 

On Occasion Of: Donor Amount 

M/M Reinhold Teinert M/M Allen Buchhorn ~ F .JC 
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In Memory Of: Donor Arnount 

Grandmother-Mary Brooka Rose & John C. Marburger $5.00 

M/M Herman Matthijetz M/M Wi1lious lee $20.00 

M/M Herman Matthijetz John Matth ijetz $25.00 -
Mr. Harry Mit~chke Mrs. Edna Mitschke $50.00 

Wilma Ki 1 ian M/M leon Lindner $10.00 

Ruth S. Lehmann Carol L. Davis $50.00 

Freddie Guggisberg Rev. & Mrs. Robert Boyce $15.00 

Video Fund 

Edwin Gersch M/M Walter Gersch $10.00 

landscape Fund 

Theodore Kraskosky M/M Walter Gersch $10.00 

~andscape Fund 

Jennifer L. Meyer M/M Walter Gersch $10.00 

Landscape Fund 

Henrietta M. Mil1er Leland H. Miller $12 .50 

Otto P. J<app ler M/M Victor Teinert $15.00 

Otto P. Kappler M/M Robert Dietrich $20 .00 

Otto P. Kappler M/M Kenneth Zoch $6.00 

Freddie Guggisberg M/M Alvin B. Bernstein $20.00 

Video Fund 

Freddie Guggisberg Alwina S. Wallace $10.00 

Video Fund 

Theodore Kraskosky M/M Herbert Fa 1 ke $10.00 

Freddie Guggisberg M/M F.1oyd Kiesling $10.00 

Freddie Guggisberg M/M Herb Schulz $50.00 

Theodore Kraskosky Vivian Taylor $20.00 

Laura L. Pieratt Bessie Mertink & M/M A. C. Flippo $10.00 

Thank you to St. Paul's LLL for a $20.00 donation f1r the ~e~dish Fest in October. 

Our sincere sympathy to tne family of ["'rtn·de lv.itschi<e, a ::harter member of the ..., 
Texas Wendish Heritage Society, who po"L..sed C~~'4~Y r-.~. :. ... c"' '1er 31, 1989. She was one of 
five ladies who helped organize thE> T"" "·1 ~h r, ~ .. e' .. bin August 1971, serving 
as treasurer. 

I 
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TEXAS WENDISH HERITAGE SOCIETY 

MinutPS 

Serbin, -r ~~xa~, November 19, 1989 

George BoergP-r, Prr.~i~nl, c:~lled t he mePiing to order at 2:00 P.M. and 
introduc.:ed Pastor Boycf• who led a devotion ha~Prl on t he f irst t h irteen ver ses 
from the Gospel of St . Mark. 

GUESTS: ThP following guests and new membt""r~ werr• introduced: 

Visilor!': Ht>rmine MoPrhe, [)imP Box 
Walter and E ls1c R.::1udcr, } lou5ton 
Marvi n and Carol W-'lller, Cidd i ng~ 
Walter and L ou ise L ehman, Giddings 

Walt~r Lehmat\ 

MINUTES: Tht> mi nu tes w~rr. ilppr uvr.rl as d istributed. ThE"•v will be filed m 
rhe arc:hivec; . 

TREASURER'S REPORT: l r the ah st?nc:e of Reinhold Teinerr, Ken Weiser 
presented th(' lrc~a'iiJn.,· ' .; .. epor t . A motion to approve the report and submi t 
j t for ,llJdit .,.._ ..IS J1cl.,; sc ci . 

ELEC I ION: Tr1t- to I k) l\ 1 ng ~It! t (~ uf of f ic:ers was presen ted t n the mcmbershtf.}: 

George Boerger, Prr.sident 
L dVPrne CNsch, Vice Pres ident 
B<.irbara Hielsc-hr.r , Corresponding Secretary 
Carolyn Bohot, Rec:ording Sec:ret arv 
Re inhold Teim~rt , Treasurer 
Ron K nippa, Goard Member (t hree-year term) 

A mot ion to acn•pt t he slate as pr~scn tr'd was pa ssed. 

WENDISH FEST: Leroy Ste~lich exprP.ssed h is t hanks for the help AT the 
Wendish Fest -- e~pec i al l y no ting the c:ontrihut ions of Evelyn Kasper and LaVerne 
Gr.r~c:h . i\ppr ox imate ly $2,000 was raised; <1 noon m eal wa~ ser ved to 500 
pt"OpiC', and ad<..lit ional food boot hs opcr<J ted in the afternoon . 

. , hi-' me mbPrship responded enthusiast ica l ly to t he suggestion that we have 
another \\'endish Fest next year. Evelyn K<1spcr made a m ot ion thar it be held 
on th~ t h ird Sunday in September . Mot ion passed. 

TOURS: L f• r oy Str~~ l1 r ., rcopo ·r 1 r· 1 ° t , • , ... . v chd 1rs 1-r . • • hr•Pn purt·ha ~e . w . t h 
tl)(' f"jr ( I I' (' j ' I o 'I "• I ' I r 0.,. 

NCW Bl 1';11\JE:':;S: \ 1r s. Fehr s .J~gf"•tt-d that c.1 10th Anniversary Celebration 
:--· 1 ·t ·• 'c o· ra inc rrle \-'.' i th t ht• · • •vf'mber meeting. George Boerger direc-ted 
the ,\! u~eum Board t.o cons ick> r t h is <l ( tiv"1ty. 
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TEXAS WENOISH HERITAGE SOCIETY 
Minutes - November 19, 1989 
Page 2 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: The next meeting of the Executive Board will be held 
at the museum at 2:00 P.M. on Saturday, January 13, 1990. 

Carolyn Bohot announced that the Austin Chapter's annual Christmas party 
will be held on December 10, at Redeemer Lutheran Chur c.;h in Au-;tin. An 
invitation was extended to all members and their guests. 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further businP.ss to come before the 
membership, the meeting was adjourned. Dr. George Neilsen presented the 
program. He described the research which preceded the publication nf hi~ 
latest book and showed slides of his stLty among the Wnnds in Australia. After 
the program, refreshments were served and Dr. Neilsen autogr<lphnd c:opies 
of his book. 

Respectfully submitted, 

cz~o~,d~z! 
Recording Secretary 
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,Jfi.CK WJED ERHOLO HFCALLS 6 Wt:CKS 
IN lAST GERMANY AS WALL COMCS T~MB LJ NG DOWN 

This is t he first i n a seri es of articles written hy L. M. Preuss III, editor of 
!!'~~i~_d.i!:!_g_?_Time s an.( ~ews, after he interviewed Jack Wiederhold of Giddings con­
cerninu Jack's 1989 six-week trip to east Germany . 

lt \lid~ dn cspt:>ci,,lly momentous und hdPP.Y uccas i on for Jack ~Jir.d(•rhold of' Giddings 
in Novenbcr l~s he l•I CJtcned iV reporb Clf ti'Jr. 11erlin Woll be ing opened to <11lm·1 Gcr•·,an:.. 
free passage to the West. 

For Mr . Wiederhold, it was like observing an event that he never thought would hdppen, 
even as recently as a few ~onths d9D when he was spending six weeks in East Germany 
during the suMner while studyirg the German langudge and visiting the homeland of the 
Serbin Wends. 

'I Stdyed up l ate thctt night. just loJatching ull those TV reports,' says Jdc k , who s~1id 
t1e was shedding tears of joy as he watched the celebrating dt the Berlin Wal~ dnd t nt 
ne\IJ-found freedom fur Eust GerrMn~ troppeel under Cor:rnunism behind the Iron Curtain. 

l)ack ill J-.~~v ~rd Auyust when Jack wds in last Germa ny, he r.aid no one even considcre>d 
the poss i t•i 1 it; Lhdt tt1e l)erl in ~ld 11 might som' dc1y come down. About the on lJ hope 
the Fast Gcrr:.dns ~l €! talked to rodd was for so.ne political reforms tha t night con1e dbout 
th rc..t.~l.l'l ~ovi et 1 euder Hi kfla i 1 Gorbr~chev. 

"1>1r. f,ol·bttct•f! v b o1r onl.Y hope,' were lhe \•lords that j.Jck hearJ ove r cJ nd ovtr dgain 
when tJc t1lkP.d confider. tic:~11y to Ec1st Gemans. 

"Thr t~;>,,rr("r~. th.:-t I h11d (in l'lY loC'r'" ' ill" CldS:i) ~·l o-.~ld tall- to n•c i~ [ ~11 <; alon e. l, o.Jt 
tt1ey ~-~ m.l~~ wvcr t ,~ H ~'1 Vwd {fr'tlnrlJ: Js a c.lac;;s, ' ~aid Jdl ~ .. ''liu t if Nu •,·,ot.ld 
tnlK t.Cl 1"~: 1 . one-t >-onl.' (_~,, e.x pr.:ssicn t11t:>y Cd lled 'urdcr fot.r eyes' j, :hrr; t.t,E\0' 
would talk frc1nkly. u~way~ S\lJing thu~ 1·1t. Gl..lrbcJchcv wa~ U1eir onl•t hop~. Tney 
~ore~ thut if he )uccc~ded 1n his loosening up of the Soviet Union, Then ther~ wc1s 
c.ll so hope fl..lr r dS t Gemany. II 

'' l:'lcy ncv(·t· f" X ~res st•d ony \'l npe of th;llt.l!; irtp roving because of what lhe united States 
~,ras d(,; rHJ -- only that they I'Joped t~r . Gorbacl\ev succeeds,' said Jack. 

J.:Jck sp0nt hit:> fir ~ t four ~'lc e~s i n last GP.rrtilny in the southern city of Leipz ig , witt' 
ri populution of bOD,OOCJ . Thh is wher~ le took U1e G~rman classes ond got to talk 
witt; his teachet·s obout their reeling~ and hopes for tl1e future . 

It i~ 1~"~ LLipzit.; l-Jhere 200,000 people (hanting 'fr£'E>don~ !reedor.!' 11.arc.hed in the 
larg(!st prP-de,,•ocracy demonst. ratior ever hc~d in East Get-many . 

nne of the •·,ost unusual lllirqs ~1hicr happened to JcJck while I'Je l·/as in leipzig ~~d s 
when t~cir cl dS~ look a tr i~ to Torgua, a little tow~ on the El be River . This was 
the pldle wllt>re th~ Russiun o:Jnd hmerican ~oldiet·s P'(' t on c1 bridge over t'1e Elbe 
r~ iver ard r;hook t1ands, signifyir,tj ':.l'te t.onQ.Jrring of G~rrt ldny. 

;ner~ is d ldrgc n·onume nt tnere put Jp t1y the Rus s itlrs to prd isc both the Americans 
d n d R u s ~ i t1 n ; f lll" ll (' f f .;1 t i n q II c1Z i i ~I . 

l>Jr i ie t'J..: I.IY' CUI' lt/1'' , .. t_r li..~ l" Cl"!. lt':lt. l "'lf flo, ·._ ; •n · llr~ iF-r• .~1 ·.:: •.. WlE' to t'ldV~ rt·e II' 
pictures tak~n at the t;IOno.JP'ent. 
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Jack said that the Rus sian soldiers aren't dllowed to hav~ t heir pictures tilkeq with 
East Gerr1ans or others. In fact , ne said the German soldiers ar·en't sup~osctl to tcJik 
with the Ec1st Ger'!ndns. 

But the leaders of the sehou l got an ided t hat il would be nice to take d picture of 
the so ldiers with th~? thre~ Ameri cans in l hc group -- dack Wil'derhold, c.1~ well d~ 
s tudents froJll Soulh Dakota dnd ~:ew York-- since the Russidn~ dnd A111e ricdns met there 
in 1945 under friendly circumstances . 

One of the leaders approach ed the Russian bu t dl l ion leclder dnd suggested the ided. 
"No," ~~as his abrupt answer. nut the East Germi'ln continlJed to tal k to tne Russian 
batallion leader until he finally consented. 

Jack said it was really u st.rdnge dnd indescribable feeling tu c;talld nrxt. to Ruc;:;ic1n 
SC1ldiers and hdve your picture taken-- esper.i.:~l l y since it ~·h15 sonett-ing ap~)Jrcr.t.~y 
rarely if ever done, because it's against regulations for Russirin solcirrs to do so. 

Whi l e in East Gemdny, Jclck ~:i cderhold also spent two weeks in tlnd around Bautzen • .J 

large to \•m of lDO.OOO \·lhich is the area fron which the Serbin Wend:. imnitJrated tn ~~ c 
United States and finally settled at Serbin in lee County, T~xas . 

Jack 3taycd 25 l"iles north of t~"'ere d t Klittcn, d l ittle villaqc. TrL• L•Jft'"r.u· c<Jn­
gregatiO!l there is St. ~ohn s L•Jtl-oeran Church, whose pastor c;ent.:: lrtter -:t tongr.,tul~­
tion~ to St. Paul's ~uthrrln Church it SE'rbin on its dnniver<:.ar; 'Plt·•tr·,lti 'I r~:: ... entl;. 

St. -.:ohn's is lie motr.er .:hJrc.l nf St. f'du~'s , Serbin . .:ac~ 'ilid tl.tt nume1ous ~·eoJJle 
living i n that area rci.'Cr,lber I"Jt:dring tnrit· greut ~r.1ndf.·. tl1er or greJt grandmother talk -
ing about being reldtt>d to people in Texd5. HE' ~~tid ·.one even remembered their ~p·cdl 
grdndfdther talking abou~ 'o(J>"l they Jl 'I'OSt ~IJ:IPd rd~.tor Ki l iiln and the other Wcnd3 
when lhCJ ~ot on tne ho~t ncddcd for the Ur 1ttd States . but changed their minds ~t th~ 
la5t :ninutc. 

Some of thl! East Gert~'-'1n ~lends a' so ta 1 ked about buyi ng some of the fcJ ms from the ·.~ends 
who were packing up to leave with Pc1stor Kilian. 

Jark said that few ~Jends c.:tn speak Wendish any longer . They were a '-1i l"lority in Gctlllcli: J 
L'nd \'lete nol allowed to tdlk Wendish c;o the l a nguayc died out. lhcy wP.rc .1Jc:.o opprrc;sed 
by the governrr.en t under Hit I cr. 

One of the things .Jack \'idS surprised uhout is t ha t the worship se rvices at the 
churches there c1re very simi)ar to the ones COI•uucted dt St. fldul's in s~rbin. 
c:mservntive peop l e ," sa i d Jack , "dnd thP..Y also haven ' t merged 1-Jith other less 
vativc Lutherans, simililr to the Missour i Syno d Lutherans i n America." 

Lu therrm 
'Thcy'rt' 

c:onscr-

Jdck sdid tha t t he Lu thera n churches there don't have any ndtional flilgs in their churches 
1 i kc in the ,J. S. "They don't 1 ike their goVf~rnment, so t hey won ' t oJ 11 ow the f\ cJg in 
their churches,' he Sdid. But they do have freedor1 of rcl igion. 

TO BE CONTINuED 

****************************** 

Than k you to th e l.1dies 1-1ho donatr.:d r~frcstiiT.ents i'o r thP liovctllbel I 'I CC·tin~ . Any lthl~p ... 
wishing to br iny refreshrrents fflr· .. h• r,:nrudry meeti ng, 'r L1ny uf t:"E' remuinin:.~ 11er~1 ir,q" 
this year are asked to pleilse. r.unt<n.• Puth Lindne r i't .1f.ll1/512-3490 or Eve lyn ~~cJs per dt 
409/242-3367. 

-ID-



Anyone planning a family reunion please send us a note g1v 1ng the place, ~ate, t ime 
and any other information and we will pri nt i t in our newsletter. Follow1ng the 
reunion send a Reunion Write -up letting everyone r~ow t he results of the reuni on. 

'- The next newsletter wil l out the first of Mav 'r nrl information at least 4 weeks 
in advance. 

General Meeti ng Dates for 1990 

Meeting - May 20 , 1990 

Meet i ng - Au gust 19, 1990 

Deadline for newsle t ter April 16, 1990 

Deadline for newsletter July 16 , 1990 

Mee ti ng - November 19, 1990 Deadline for newsletter October 15 , 1990 

Special Events 

Serbin Picnic- Homecoming , May 27, 1990 

Folklife festival, August 2-5, 1990 

Wendish fest . September 16, 1990 

Institute of Texan Cul t ures Children 's Chri stmas Festival 
contributed by Ci ndy Knippa 

Many of the approxi~ately 2,500 people who at::r.dec tne Fes tival gathe red around a 
Wendish Christmas t ree ~nd watched as Joshud, :Jvic, Meaga n, Nathiar., and Sarah 
Knippa, ~~issey , und Johanna Lanmer t made paper chains for the tree . They al so hea rd 
about Wendi sh customs and t he Wendish or naments on the Chri s tmas t ree , f rom Ci ndy 
Kni ppa . 

****** EAST GERMANY TOUR UPDATE ****** 

Approximate dates for the trip is September 12 thru Sept ember 25 . A 5 day/4 ni ght 
tour "Following Martin Luthe r,s Footsteps" would possib ly i nc lude ~ WITTENBERG, LEI PZ IG , 
ERFURT, EISENACH, WARTBURG CASTLE, EISLEBEN , & MANSF IE LD . Plans are being ma de to then 
headquarter in Cottbus where more desireable acco!Mlodati ons can be arranged for a l arger 
grou~ . From there daily trips to var ious Wend ish communities can be accomplished easi ly 
until the end of the t our . If you are interested , get your passport ready and let me 
know . 

CONTACT: Emily Lu ker Putnam, 17930 Beaver Creek Dr .• Houston, Texas 77090-1810. 
Tel: 713/444-8870. 

Museum ~us ings 

Thar.k you to El,ro ..... Stegli ch fc ... tr" ." cr ncr ·r·~~r...: .. ornamcn"L:; on t :-:e Ch ri:; tr.a~ 
t;·.· ;n t'r• ! St. Paul bu ildin ). They belonged to r::;r Jrc"<! ;~. ot!ic:r Jn~ are tru' y ~..J~:-. rr._· -.. 

Tna~ k you to evelyn Kasper for dona ting several Cn r i stmas ornaments for the Christmas 
tree. 

In view of the shortage of operating funds, the Museum Board decided to charge a $1.00 
admission to non members over t he Jun ior High Sc - ~1 Age. School group~ tour1ng the 
fac i lities wil l be asked for a donat ion. _.,,-



SPECIAL OFFER 

CONFI RMATION, GRl\OUA'rlON, MO'l'lll~R'S DAY, Fl\TH£R'S DAY, SPF:CIJ\L 

The Texas Wendish Heritage Society at Serbin, Texas is havi~g a speci al sa le on the 
book by Dr. George Nielsen, 11 IN SEARCH OF A HOME: NINETEENTH CENTURY WEN DISH 
IMMIGRATION, 11 This updated version of his study of the immi grat ion t o Australia 
and Serbin, Texas, by the Wends is recognized as the best source avai lab le for research 
on the Wends . 

You may order now through Ju ne 30, 1990: 

Price List 

Regular Price (after 6/30/90} 

SALE PRICE - 1 BOOK 

SAL£ PRICE 5 OR MORE BOOKS 

SALE PRICE - 10 OR MORE BOOKS 

Postage: $2.00 for the first book. 

Price 

$19.00 

$16.00 

$15. 00 

$14.00 

Add $1.00 for each additional book 

Out of state orders -- no sales tax i s charged. 

Sale price expires June 30, 1990. 

Tax 

$1. 24 

$1. 04 

$.98 

$. 91 

Books may be ordered from the Texas Wendish Heritage Soci ety,Rout e 2 , Box 155, 
Giddings, Texas 78942. For further informa t ion call 409/366-2441. 

~txas Mtnbisb 
~tri tagt ~ocirtp 

Route 2. Box 155 j Giddings, Texas 78942-9769 

Total 

$20 .24 

$17 .04 

$15.98 

$14 .91 

r. r · · · , 
' 

' ' 'I 
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