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OPEN FROM 1:00 TO 5:00 EVERY DAY EXCEPT SATURDAY 

IN SEARCH O F A HOME: 
NINETEENTH -CENTURY WE N DISH IMMI GRATION 

by Dr . George R. Nielsen 

Good ~ews ! Dr. ~ielsen has completed hi s second book on the immigration of the 
Wends. 

Dr. Nielsen's work is r~cognized as the best s our ce avai l able f o r research on 
t~~ i~mig~aticn of the Wcr.ds . His f irst study of t he Wendish migr ation wa s 
published in 1977 and has been r epr inted severa l times. This updat ed and 
expanded edition carefully desc ribes detai ls of immigration to Australia , Texas 
and elsewhere and contains add itiona l inf ormation on the reset t lement of these 
un ique people. 

The l1~g~s~ n~ber migrated to Texas. where at Serbin, under t he leadership of 
Pas~or Jan Kilian, they formed a Wendis h commun ity , r e taini ng the ir own 
language in eh~rch , s choo l and home. The l ocal agricultura l conditions p roved 
ton p~or to sustain many people so the Wends of Texas scattered to different 
p~r~~ ~f the state. Eventually they lost most of thei~ ethnic dist i nctiveness. 

ThC" T<>xa-. Wc!1d:!.sh Heritage Society will have Dr. Nielsen's book available fer 
~~:e ~~ Octobe~. Please note on the price list tha t pre-publication sales 
res~·: ~ a ~avings opportunity a nd that multiple sales will also result in 
savir.gs of ~everal dollars . 

Dr. N!e~sen will be 
He!"itage Soc:!.c.':y and 
that ti~e . 

Pr::. ce List 

a ttending t he November 19th meeting of the Texas Wendish 
will be available t o personally autograph your book at 

Price Tax Total 

Regu ~.a ~ P'l:'i ce (af':e r 9/ 30/89) $19.00 $1.14 $20.14 
Pre-pub:~ -::a:: ::.on price 1 book $16.00 1.04 17.G4 
Pre-publ ;.'=at ion pr ice 5 or more $15.00 . 97 15.97 
Pn~-publicat i on price 10 or more $14.00 .91 14.91 

Postage ::.s $2.00 for the first book. Add $1.00 for each additi onal book. 
Out-of - s tate orders -- no sales tax is charged, 
Pre-publica tion p~ice expires Septembe~ 30, 1989 . 

About the Author: Dr. Niel sen is a professor of history at Concordia College 
in River Forest, Il l inois. He spent nine months in Australia researching this 
vo l ume, has exaMined archives in East Germany and has had access to many 
pr i vat e family col l ections of letters and papers in the United States. 



PRF.SIDENT"S MESSAGE 

At the August 20th membership meeting, a proposal will be ma de to increase 
membershi p dues f or 1990. This proposa l was glven careful consideration by your 
Executive Board. The curren t dues for 1989 and the proposed dues for next year ar~ 
shown below: 

1 989 DUES 

does not exLst 
$10 

does not exist 
$25 
$50 

$100 
$250 
$500 

$1,000 

The changes proposed are : 

Student membership 
Regular membership 
Couples membership 
Patron membership 
Sponsor membership 
Century membership 
Silver membership 
Cold membership 
Life membership 

Proposed 
1990 DUES 

$7 . 50 
$15 
$25 
$25 
$50 

$100 
$250 
$500 

$1,000 

o Establishing a student membership at half the price of the regular memhershtp cost. 
A student ls anyone 18 years old or younger or anyone who is a full-tlme student . 

o rncreasing the regular dues from $10 to $15. 

o Establishing a couples membership of $25 . Couples receive one copy of each TWRS 
malltng. 

There are good reasons for not raj~tng the dues. such 3$, many of our Members arc 
o~ fixed incomes. There a[e Also good rea~on~ £or [Sislng the dues: 

o Until last year, the TWHS would Impose on an area church to pr!nt our new~letter. 
A.l we paid !or was rhe paper. We also had to work around their ~chPdule. SlncP 
then we are using Hengst Printing ln La Grange. The do an eYceLlent job and ch~rg~ 
us a very reasonable price. This addittonal cost ls about $2 rer year pPr 
newsletter. 

o ~cglnning ln 198&, we p[oduced a membership directory whlch cnsts abo•1! $2 rer 
directory. including postage . 

o The due~ have been SlO since l98~, aud the cost of many things has increased in ~lx 
y~ars, especlally postage. 

o The TWHS will assume chap ter dues for each chapter member, which wtll he set a t SJ. 

Currently, the TWHS has ~ chapter commlt t~P. whtch is working on a project to 
encourage new chapters, to encourage chapters to be strong and active. and to minimize 
the admini strative effort required of a chapter. Rather than have the TWHS and a local 
cha pter both collect dues from one person, all dues will be collected by the TWHS. A 
person lLvLng in a local area which has a chapt er will autamatlcally become ~ member of 
the local chapter. 

Again, the dues increase proposal will be discussed at the member5htp meeting on 
August 20th, at the museum ln Serbin at 2:00. 

George Boerger, President 
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CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS: As requested earlier, if you have any old ornaments that you are 
willing to depart with, remember the Museum Christmas Tree. We are looking for ornaments 
which would have been used during the early 1900's. Glass, tin, handmade(crocheted, or 
tatted), paper one's from Germany or made by Wendish families. NO MODERN PLASTIC!~: NO 

'_ECTR IC LIGHTS. Ornaments shou1 d be in good, useab 1 e condition. If you have speci a f 
~e1rloon10r-antTque decorations, we would like to arrange a display for the case in the 

PETER SU!LDI~G. We will also accept donations to be used for the purchase of new re­
productions. The trer wi11 go up :n the ST. PAUL BUILDING before the Nove~ber meeting. 

VOLUN TEE RS*** GuiDES*** DOCENTS*** HOSTS/HOSTESSES---- WHATEVER you wish to be called 
we would lil<e to schedule a meeting in September. We are desperately in need of volunteers, 
NEN & WDr>'lEN. Contrary to popular belief , you DO NOT have to be 80 years or over to help. 
We would love to have interested, willing and dependable volunteers any age over sixteen. 
Won't you consider this opportunity to cormit a few hours per week or month to you r museum? 
Please cal, the MJseu~ office and leave your name and telephone number, so that we may 
plan a meeting. If you have a~y specia~ talents, le t us know. 

~e. the Museum Staff, do ~ppreciate all of the volunteer hours that you have already given 
us. Tha nk you, 

Vivian Taylrr, ~[rector 

August Meeting Speaker 

-he progrdm d~ the nugust. 2J ~:er·bership r":ceting will be conducted by Dr. Joe ~ilson of 
~ice University, Houston. The t'itle of Dr. Wilson's t alk is: 'New Discoveries about the 

First Wends in Texas: Who really came on the Ben Nevis, and who had came before them?' 

Lillie Moerbe Caldwell Memorial Library News 
uy Georgie 6. Royc~, Librari~n 

We would like to thank th~ following peo~lc for their recent donation to the library: 

~irs. Miriam Korff York of Giddings, and author of Friedrich Ernst of lndu_?..!..!:.Y 
donated a copy of her recently published book. Tiie book1sba-sed on "Research on 
LifE', Fan·ily, J\cquaintances and Conditions of the Tirles", during t he founding of 
the firs t GermCl.n settlel1'ent at Industry in 1831. 

J\nother author, Ray Deutscher, of Toorak, Victoria, Australia, donated a copy of 
his book, Oe~jy~her -A Fami)y Hisj~IY_)~~6-}~36. In a letter to the TWHS he stdtes, 
""ly ancesturs wen~ w~m.1~ with the narr.e of IHEMZ spelt in several ways as I have 
explained in rny book. They l ater changed their name to Deutscher meaning a German 
person". He also inc luded an orde r form, if anyone is interested in purchasing a 
copy of this book. 

Mr. & Xrs . Howard A. ~inter, The Woodlands, Texas, donated a photostat copy of the 
Fiftieth Anniversary (1899-1949) of the Evangelican Lutheran Trinity Congregation 
of Port Arthur, Texas, booklet. 

Kristin KcHisch of Houston donated her high school term paper, '"Who were 
the ~ends", dat ed March 16, 1989. 
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Two books that would be an asset to our library, but are out of print are: The Smallest 
Slavonic Nation (The Sorbs of Lusatia} by Gerald Stone published in 1972 by The Athlone 
Press and the Wilbarger County lOOth Anniversary bnok. Jf any one has an extra copy of 
either of these books or knows where we could purchase these, please let us know. We 
still need a King James Version of the Bible. ~ 

Archives Needs Volunteers! 
by Daphne D. Garrett, Archivist 

The inventory and cataloging project for the Archives makes slow progress due to a shortage 
of volunteers and time, however progress is being made. About 1000 items have been inve n­
toried, which means that every detail, inCluding title, author, contents, size, co1or, and 
condition have been noted. Archival items include rare books, personal papers, research 
collections, and photographs etc. But there are many more books waiting to be inventoried, 
and all items are waiting to be described on a 3X5 card so researchers can use the Archives. 
If you can help at the Museum, or type the informat ion on the cords at, please call the 
Museum. 

Group Tours 
by Evelyn Kasper, Chairrr.an 

Apri 1 was a very busy month for tours. Thank you to a 1 I who he 1 ped hos. t or r··Jcc J onc1 t ions 
toward the lunc heons served. 

April 3, 1989 -Baylor ~J·omens Group f rom Houston, 35 people . 

April 4, 1989 -A Ladies Book Club from Houston, 37 people . 

Ap ril 11, 1989 - narris Co~nty Heritage Society f rom Houston, 45 people. 

April lo, 1989 - St. Paul Methodist from Houston, 37 peopl e. 

April 19 , 1989 - Christ Church CatheGeral from Houston, 22 people. 

Thank you to all who acted as tour guides for the fol1owing tou rs . to Jac:< 'i:iec:ernold 
fo r taking the tours through St . Paul. 

April 14, 1989 - 18 Students from Sam Houston State Uni versity, Huntsville. 

Apri1 1~, 1989 - Post Chapel at Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio, 25 ~eople. 

April 19, 1989 - Pilgrin Lutheran Church, Kouston, 23 people . 

April 20, 1989 - Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Houston, 25 people. 

April 22,1989- Lisa Hartman, German teacher from La Grange High School, brought her 
German class. 

Anyone wishing to bring a group for a tour please make reservations at least two weeks 
in advance. Call the museum at 409/366-2441 or Evelyn Kasper at 409/242-3367. 

-L/--
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CHCES SERBSCINU WUKNYC ? 

{Do you want t o l earn Wendi sh?) 

Dr . Char les Wukasch of t~e Wendish Heri tage Society and Concord ia Col lege will offer a 
seven -week course in beginning Wendish langua ge and cu lture t hi s fall. The class ~1ill 
~eet Tuesdays 6 :30 -8:30p .m. , beginning Se ptember 12 and ending October 24. The 
classes will be held at ~l urchison Commun ity School in Austin. The cos t i s $25. Please 
con tact Gwen Sederhol~ at (5 12 ) 346-8930 to regi s t er . If you don1 t live i n Austin, 
contact Jr. ~ukase~ fo r a wa~ . We need s ix stude nts t o make the c lass , so please con ­
sider t~king t~e course. This will be an ideal way to help keep our language and 
culture a 1 i ve. 

Vi s i t ors 

Since April 1 we have had vi s i tors from: England, Ohio, Cali fornia, North Carolina, 
Lou i siana, Mary la nd, Vi rgi nia , Mi ssouri , Tennessee, Florida, Wisconsin, West Germany , 
New Mex ico, Illinoi s , Georgia , Kansas, Michigan, Oklahoma, Indiana, Greece, Pennsylvania, 
Pol and , and Iowa. In addition t here were vi sitors f rom all over Texas. 

Accessions 

Pu~p Organ donated in memory of Ernest A. Farrack , Sr . by hi s ch ildren Mrs. Mar ie F. 
Randi g, Ernest R. Fa r rac k, and Horace J Far rack. 

A copy of lhe Giddings ~cws, ~rinted in gold, dated November 29, 1935 donated by Mrs . 
~ Johann a Pietsch. The issue was printed in gold to comrnorate the 50th Wedding a n~iver ­

sary of t-lr. and ~l r s . Herman Teine rt and Mr . and Mrs . Ernst Kapple r. 

,, hot-tlr ,Jf r ornl'!> J'.lpenkrauter, plas tic seal intact, dated 1935 donated by ~~rs. A. E. 
Kce ... ,l' ·, . 

~Lod•? n r;g ...... ps and cutting board s n~ad e by Ekkerard Kockel (an organ Bu i lder) in 
HC'c hkircl), t c·· t Gcrr.any donuted bj Benja"'l in ~='ieldcr. 

Docents 

Acting J S cocentc:; si~ce April 1 were : Frieda Wendland , Erna ~ersiovs ky , Mildred Kil ian, 
Rut~ Lindner, Herbert and Laverne ~alke, Freddie Zoch, Leroy and Elinor St egli ch, Lillian 
Oltmann, Eve~yn Kasper, Laur~ ~its chkc, August and Laura Zock , Vivian Taylor , George 
Boerger, Georyi e Goyce, Bessie Mertink , Reinhold and Irene Teiner t , and Barbara Hi elscher. 

Mer,l>e rs hi p 
Patron Members 

8u annah Ashmore , Aust i n, TX. 
Wi llia"l F. Kieschnic k, Los Angeles, CA. 
Arnold R. Math ias, Waco, TX. 
Rev . Kenneth l~oerbe, Brenham, TX. 
Mart i n A. Te inert, Independence. MO. 
Ri t a F~ Warkentin, Fort Myers , FLA. 

Ba rbara J . Tate Womack, Rockdale, TX. 
Ern ie E. Zieschang, Liberty, TX. 
Cindy Gentry, Houston, TX. 
Ewel l L. Tankersl ey. Austin, TX. 
Mr s . S. W. Mdntze l, Gi ddings, TX. 
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On Occasion of: 

M/M Alvin Teinert, Jr. 
40th Wedding Anniversary 

M/M Reinhold Teinert 
40th Wedding Anniversary 

Memorials 

Donor 

M/M Leroy Steglich 

TWHS/Austin Chapter 

.Amount 

$15.00 

$46.00 

$61.00 Donation given by the childred of Mr. and Mrs. August Zoch. $20.00 for the 
landscape fund. and $41.00 for the endowment fund. 

A $25.00 donation for the endowment fund was received following the Schulz Reunion. 

Mr. George Boerger donated $1,200.00 to the endowment fund, "In honor of the l35th 
anniversary of the arrival of the Ben Nevis which brought his ancestors to Texas: 
the Kiesling, Ritter, Schmidt, and Weise families." 

In Memory of: 

Rev. John Socha 

Emma Schulz 

Mrs. Martin Frank 

Martha F. Christal 

Martha f. Christal 

Walter H. Kolba, Sr. 

Jamin.Nitsche 
Londscape Fund 

Jimmy Becker 
Landscape Fund 

Shirley Seissert 
Landscape Fund 

Rubina Alice Schneider 
Landscape Fund 

Emma Gloyna Schulz 

Emma Jentho Berns te; n 

Donor 

George Boerger 

M/M Marvin Schulz 

M/M August Zoch 

Dr. & Mrs. Carl A. Fchr 

Mrs. Arthur Fehr 

Mrs. Agnes Resell 

M/M Walter Gersch 

M/M Walter Gersch 

M/M Walter Gersch 

M/M Walter Gersch 

M/M Alvin Bernstein 

M/M Alvin Bernstein 

Amount 

$50.00 

$20.00 

$4.00 

$25.00 

$50.00 

$5.00 

$10.00 

$10.00 

$10.00 

$10.00 

$25.00 

$2S.Oo 

In the previous newsletter a memorial was incorrectly listed as given in memory of 
William Savage by Mrs. Frances Leake. lt should have been in memory of Willis 
Savage. Our apologies. 

Our sincere sympathy is e~tended to the family of Theodore (Ted) Lammert who passed 
away May_l3, 1989. Ted w1ll b~ ~emember~d as having served TWHS twice as president, 
and hold1ng numerous other pos1t1ons dur1ng his many years of devoted work. 
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Wendish Fest 

Thanks to the St . Paul Lutheran Voter's Ass embly fo r passi ng a resoluti on g1v1ng the 
Societ y permission t o use t he Church Picnic Grounds for a Wendi sh Festival in con­
nect i on with t he 135th Anniversary of St . Pau l Congregat ion and the lSOth Anniversary 
of Lutheran Migrations on Sunday, October 22 , 1989. Church serv i ces will be at 
8 :30a.m. and at 10 :10 a.M. Sunday School and Bible Class at 9:30a .m. In the after­
noon and eveninc: a German Service will be held at 3:00 o'c l ock and a Historical Fil 'Tl 
Presenta t io n at 6:00 o'c1ock . 

Mark your ca letldars now so t hat you won't mi ss this Wendi sh Fes t . I f you can he l p in 
any way , please drop a line to the Texas Wend ish heritage Museum, Route 2, Box 155, 
Giddi ngs, Te xas 7b942, or call 409/366-2441, immedi atel y, so t ha t your assignment can 
be scheduled. We wil l again have various demonstrations su ch as , noodl e ma kin g, 
card ing, blacksmithi ng, qu i l t i ng, etc . There wil l be a spec ial showing of photographs 
in the Ki 1ian Bui ld i ng. Food and drinks wil l be ava ilab le begi nning at 12 :00 noon a t 
the pi cnic grounds. The Museum wil l be open from 12:00 t o 5 :30 p.m . Bring your fa mi 1y 
out to l earn and enjoy ~ 

History of Serbi n , St . Paul 1 S Lutheran Church 
by Rev. Bewie 

from the Archives of the Texas District 
of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

(from Rev . Socha) 

Part XII I 

-

Pev. ~;111n did not marry urtil after ne had moved froM Saxony to Purssia, but then he ~ 
married a girl whom he had confirmed at Kotitz. Her maiden name was Maria Groeschel. 
From everything I have been able to discover, their warried life was happy. I give 
just one instance. When the time came that Gerhard should go far away to college Rev. 
Kilian wrote to Prof. Lindemann head of the teachers' seminary. When Prof. Lindemann 
replied, Rev. Kilian naturally read that 1etter to his wife, since it involved her son 
Gerhard. Mrs. Kilian th~n told her husband to greet h; m 1rom her and to ask him whether 
'ne too had a wife and children. Then, turning to the letter she said: ''Das ist ein 
FURCHTBAR schoener Brief". If Rev. Kilian had not had a good ministe r 's wife, his lot 
would have been much harder to bear . 

One of the greatest hardships for Rev Kilian was the fact t hat for t he greater part of 
his ministry in Texas he was cut off from fel l owship with ot her ministers. The only 
one he could associate with at all was Rev. C. Braun of Houston, who had taken in thP 
colony of Wends when they arrived at Houston. Even that contact was very rare . 

Although Rev . Kilian joined the Missouri Synod ri ght after his arr i val in Texas, i t was 
not until afte r f ive years that he was able to attend his fi rst convention. He had t o 
go to Hou ston , f rom there to Galveston , to New Orl eans and then to St. Louis on a river­
boa t . On a l ater occasion he told his people how he f inanced thi s trip. He borrowed 
$25. 00 fr om some chu rch fund, another $25.00 from a man in La Grange , which he repaid 
late r. The cong regation at St. Loui s reimbursed him for the $25. 00 he had borrowed 
from the chu rch f und . The mi nisters of t he convent i on raised a collection for him t hat 
amounted t o $60.00 so that he cou ld go back home. 
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TEXAS WENDISH HERITAGE SOCIETY 

Minutes 

Serbin, Texas, May 21, 1989 

Ceorg~ BoNger, President, cal led the meeting to order and introduced Jack 
Wiederhold who led the membership in a devotion based on the hymn, "Lord 
Jesus Christ Be Present Now." 

GUESTS: The following guests were introduced: Dr. and Mrs. Charles Wukash, 
Mrs. Erna Symmank, Mrs. Mable Grace Symmank Wynne. 

MINUTES: A motion was made to accept the minutes of the previous meeting 
<ts corrected: i .e, in paragraph one on page 2, add "per m inute" after $1,500; 
and, in paragraph fi ve, li ne two, on page 2, change the word ''Director" to 
"Museurn Boar d Chairman." The motion passed. · 

TRCASURER'S REPORT: Reinhold Teinert distributed the Treasurer's Report. 
A motiof"' was passed to accept t he Treasurer's Report and file it for audi t. 

LIFETIMF MEMBERS: On bE-half of the charter members, Laura Zoch read 
c1 !.t<ltemt•nt thanking the Society for awarding them lifetime memberships. 
She also reported that the Zoch family reunion contributed $100 to the 
endowm~nt fund in memory of Lilli e Caldwell Moerbe. 

roLKL.IFE FESTIVAL: PattY Bones reported on preparations for the San Antonio 
f-olkli fc Festival. EsoC'cia lly needed are noodles, pick les, and adult-sized 
bc>1f"'Cts. [vC'Ivn KaspE>r offf"rf"d to can pickles if someone can provide her 
with c:u•umber~. La Verne Gersch wi II provide fresh eggs to those who can 
ma~ P noodles. food items and crafts can be brought to the museum f or 
transportation to San Antof"'io. Georgf" wi II transport items made by members 
1n the 1-'ouston MC"<l. 1n thP S.'in Antonio area, they can be given to Patty. 
T.,e booth will be locatE-d in the same area of the f~stival grounds as it was 
lao;t year. Hotel facil ities arc avai lab le; contact Patty if you need 
rl< c·ommodations. Volunteers and trucks are needed to transport equipment, 
etc., from Serbin on Satur da y, July 29, and from San Antonio on August 7. 

A discussion ensued regarding the constru•t ion of a booth since we wi II be 
required to furn ish our own when those presently in use are worn out. Carpenters 
and designers arc needed. It was suggested that t hey be bui It in such a way 
that they c-:an be dismantled and used for other purposes. 

VoluntcNs are nf'eded for work ing at the festival. Contact Patty to l~t her 
know w\->en you are avai !able. 

VIDEO: G~org ic 13oycc repor ter! that, to apply for a grant from the Tex.1s 
Comnit teP on the Humanities, we will have to provide 25o/o in matching funds. 
She wil l inqu ire as to whether we can use donated hours instead of money. 
The amount of t l,e grant request has not yet been determined. She also asked 
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MINUTES - May 21, 1989 
Page 2 

for old pictures that she could borrow to make copies -- photographs of people, 
of the area, and of area churches. She suggested they be delivered to her 
or to the museum. Jack Weiderhold wi II prepare and provide background music:. 

NEW CHAPTERS: Carolyn Bohot, Charles Wukash, and George Boerger 
volunteered to serve on a committee to prepare a packet of information to 
be distributed to anyone interested in forming a new chapter. 

MUSEUM REPORT: Leroy Steglich is working on the labeling of p ictures. 
Vivian Taylor is scheduling workers for Sunday; two are needed for eac.:h building, 
including the log cabins. 

TOURS: Evelyn Kasper reported that the Town and Country Garden Club, 
of which 8arbara Bush is a membN, will visit from Houston _on Novt"mbN 15. 

MISCELLANEOUS: The Austin American Statesmc1n, on the front page of 
its "Lifestyle" section, recently published a featt...re on thE" WPnds. The artie 1€' 
and photos were especially timely-- just a few days before the SPrbin P1cnic. 

LaVerne Gersch reported that a couple from West Germany spent a week 1n 
th~ir home recently. 

LONG RANGF" PLAN: Lon~ Range Plans 40or t~<' Socie>tv ar.d for thP MuseurTI, 
as approved at lh(' last [xec.utive Board Meeting, werf' distributed. Comments 
indic.ated that goals ar~ needed in order to have a bett(-'r understanding of 
why funds are being raised and how they are E-xpended. After discussion, a 
motion was madP. for approval. Motion carried. 

ADJOURNMENT/PROGRAM: There being no further business to come before 
th(-4 membership, a motion for adjournment was made and passed. Refreshments 
werf! <>erved, and a program on the Wcndish language and culture was presente-d 
by Dr. Charle5 Wukush. 

H espect fully subrn it ted. 

Carolyn M. Bohot 
Recording Sec..:retary 

_,/{;-
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Wendish Children Participate in Grand Opening of Seaworld at San Antonio 

An event which will always be rerrembered by six Wendish youngs ters took place during 
the 1988 Grand Opening of Sedworld. these childred were a part of the CHILDREN'S 
INTE~NATIONAL CHORUS which sang "The Seaworld Theme Song'' with Marilyn McCoo and 
"Proud to be an American" with Lee Greenwood. The lucky boys and girls were David 
and Joshua Knippa, Meagan. Nathan and Sarah Knippa, and Kimberly Leitko. The wore 
traditional Wendish costumes. contribut~d by: Cindy Knippa 

Even though this event took place a year ago, it still is "interesUng". The "NEWS­
LfTH.R" invites you, the reader, to send in note-worthy items which relate to today's 
Wends. These items also make the "NEWSLETTER" a lot more enjoyable to read~~~ 

By the time you read this. another San Antonio ,,Folklife Festival" will be history. 
Did you help in any wuy ??? 

Reunions 

There seem to be more and more family reunions. Won't you readers please send in 
Reunion Write-ups? They do make interesting reading and who knows----you May hear 
frcn; that long-lost relative who will complete your family tree~~ 

Tcinert Reunion 

TtH? ... Ll'J!:Nit: r.u_,·~ £ON of the descenclantc; of PA~JL and P.A.ULINE LEHMMm TEINFRT took place 
on June 17, 1989, in La Grange, Texas. Five of the six families were represented. 
Johanna Teirtr-rt Pietsch (Emil), Alma Teinert Froehlich (Roland W. ), Rachel Teinert Witt 
(ldr1 J.), r~ul Jnd Gladys Koenning Teinert and Leon dnd Lillian Noack Teinert. No one 
fro": tre fc>1.•; ly of ~ouise Tcir·crt Wagne>r {Mart1n E.). 

p.,LJl u,d P~1.Jl ine Lchllanr. Teir.crt 1'/f.re descendants of Wend ish irniT'igrants who came to 
Tex~~ in ~£~~ wnd SPttlcd in and dround Serbin. PaLl Teinert was a son of Johann 
{.;chn) Hcr···M~ 7eil1crt and his ~~ife, Christiane l~inzcr. John was a son of Karl Teinert 
and 11 is third w i fc, Anna Sy:nrny. 

If you wou i d 1 ike to announce your reunion in the "NEWSLETTER", p 1 ease send inforMation 
to the Socie>t.Y/~~uscun; address and mark it ,.l{eunion". Newsletters are printed 4 to 6 
weeks in advdnce of quarterly meetings. The next letter will be out the first of 
November. 

Museum Musings 

Thank you to Delbert Gersch and Maass Butane for ~aterials and labor 1n repairing the 
butane stove . 

Thank you to ,Jerry and Scott Hielscher for the two "Wendish Blue 11 trash barrels they 
brought to the Museum in time for the Serbin Picnic. · 

-II-



IF ANYONE CAN HELP THIS PERSON IN HIS SEARCH. PLEASE, CORRESPOND DIRECTLY WITH HIM. 

I am trying to t.r-ace the fami ly 
(!f Johann Schneider, who -wasborn at Nec~.~rn, n~r ~rodi"tz, 
SaJony sometf~e betweep 1844 a n d 1849 . His par ~nt s were Adam 
Sc~neider and Maria ne e Doe cke. 
He 'immigr a ted to Texas i n ap p r o x 1 ~86 wit h his -w ife a nd li ttle 
g.hd El s a , born at Nechern' on t h e 1-7th ·August, 188,2·. Joh a n n 
ra\sed a f a mily in Te~as and die d ~ ~ ·approx 1920! He ha d been 
co~responding with his ~ousin Herman Doecke up until his death. 
After thi s ve lost con t a ctw i th the fa mi ly. 
I would not he s u rpried if he had other bro thers Or· .sisters 
living in U.S.A. as his father had·been married previously. 
The Schneider's were Wents from Lusatia. 
I a~ interested to knov if ·you have any knowledge .of "this 
fam~ly or are descended from them~·I have been ~rying to cont a c t 
the~ for the past 10 years. 

tfr • A , J • D c e c k e 
4 Co Qmbe St , 
Be r r 1• 5343 
South Austral i a 

Tha nkin g y ou in- an ti c ipation~ 
RegaRDS. 

JoJP::L 

~txa!S altnbisb 
~tritagt ~ocittp 

AoU1e 2, Box 155 f Gidd ings, Texas 789-12·9769 
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