
WEND ISH f1EEl.M IIDI CATirn 
SUNDAY~ NovEMBER 29~ 1987 

. . 
SERBIN., TEXAS 

Y 0 U A R E I NV I T ED !!! 

COME AND ENJOY THE DAY OF GLADNESS 
eROGRAM 

2:00 - 2:30 P.M. - ORGAN CONCERT 
JACK WIEDERHOLDI 

WENDISH MUSIC, 
. . 

2:30 - SPECIAL SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING . . 

REv. PAUL BoHOT., REDEEMERJ AusTIN 
A MEMORY WALK AFTER THE SERVICE THROUGH 

THE Sr. PAUL's LuTHERAN 

CEMETERY. 
DEDICATION AND RIBBON CUTTING OF THE 

NEW WENDISH MuseuM 
TOUR OF THE NEW FACILITY 

RECEPTION AT ST. PAUL'S GYMNASIIJ~ 



TEXAS FOLKLIFE FESTIVAL •••.•• 
Ron and C1nd,y Knippa and all 
members of the lWHS say a 
well-deserved thank you to 
the many volunteers who helped 
make thfs another banner year 
for the Texas Wendish Heritage 
Society at the Texas Folklife 
Festiva·l in San Antonio. 

All who helped at the Folk­
life Festival Booth say a big 
11Thank you!,. to Ron and Cindy 

-----------Knippa. Their efHciency in op-
OFF!CERS OF THE TWHS ARE: erating the Wend1sh Booth. and 
La. VCIItltt. G~c.h, PJt.e&..i.de.nt their super friendliness and 
Leh.oy Stf.gUc.h., V.l.ee.-PJLu. hard work make us all proud to 

JOHN J. SOCHA, &/..U.oJr. 
Rit.l,- Box 11'l-A 
Oime Bo~, T~· 17153 
PHONE: ~09/114-1471 

V.iv.i.an Ta_y!o.lf., Sec.M..t4Jty; have them as our chief ambassa-
Ke.nne.th We.i.6ur., TI&.~Wl.VL; dors of good-will to the Festival. 
Evetljn Ktupe.~~., Mtuwm Vi- If you have not taken in a 
Jt.e.eto4, and Vaphne ~ett, folklife Festival at San Antonio, 
Mtuwm Re.AeaJ'Lc.h A/:,~>oc.ia:te. be ~ure to plan one in the future. 

It 1s a real fun thing for the 
whole famfly- very educational, 

-----------social, relaxing. 
ANNUAL OUES aJte. jtl.6t:. $1 o. 00 And if you have never worked 
pM pelt6on pVL yeJV~.. Mail. as a volunteer fn the Wendish 
duu .to lWHS, P.O.Bo~ 311, Booth. you are missing another 
G~dding6, T~ 18942 . fabulous experience. 

Three cheers for the Busload 
TilE WEWVISH MUSEUM IN SeRBIN of Wends and Friend:> who each . 
.ill open eveJu] SuNJ.a.q ~~UIL-~y~ar make the trip to San Ante­
noon~ 1:00 to 5•CO p.m. mo fran Serbin-Northrup. They 
Pltul a v.U..U. .to the I.U4wm have a real good timP, and 
.6oon. 8IUng yowr. &Ue.nd6 get a Bang" out of making the 
and neighboAA. WITAJCE ~ NAMrounds all afternoon and even-
We.lc.ome! i ng. 
The nw Mu.u.tlllt wUl. be dedi.- Arts and Crafts talented members 
c.a:ttd Swulo.g, HovembM 29. of the TWHS are encouraged to 
____________ ,.,ake Wendish items for the Booth 

. ~ 1n 1988. 
THl~K WOI01SH. Jak Ae. IM6f PLAH TO ATIENO TilE TEXAS FOLK-

LIFE FESTIVAL IN 1988. 
John J. Socha 



PABX vt. Continuation of the History of St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church, Serbin, Texas, by the late 
Rev. W. R. Bewie 

But it was not long before they had to buUd agaiu. It 
was DOt only that the colony was 8row:lng itself, it was not 
only that froa time to tisae more Wends came over from. Ger­
many, and also more and more Germans were coming over • but 
also the people living in that area began to attend the ser­
vices more and more. Accordingly it was decided to build a 
real church, a church of rock. On the 27th of January (1867) 
two stone 1118soa.., Peter Fritsche aDd Johann Merti.nlc signEid 
a contract with the trustees to build the rock church. It 
was to be three feet thick. On this foundation the rock 
church was to be erected; The first twelve feet were to be 
two and a half feet thick., t:he next twelve feet were to be 
tt.Jo feet thick, so that the whole walls should be 24 feet 
high. 

The building was to be 40 feet wide and 70 feet long. It 
was to have a balcony' running all the way around. On one 
end of the balcony was to be the pulpit, on the otheT end 
the organ. Thia c:burch was built. We are sitting in it now. 
It is very substantial and if it is taken care of reasonably 
it will last several more buod:red years. The new church was 
dedicated in 1870. 

The old church vas then converted into a school house. 
Later a parsonage Yas buUt fot' Rev. Hermann Kilian, a teach­
erage etc.. 

It is time now to look into the internal af­
fairs of the ~endish Lutheran Church. And as we do thia, we 
discover more and more that this colony came from Europe, 
from Germany. All of them, including Rev. Kilian, had to un­
learn certain things they bad been accustomed to in Germany 
and to learn certain things in order to become a Lutheran 
church in good working order. Permit me to go into de taU a 
little. I go entirely by the documents in the archives of 
St. Paul's. 

According to the Bible each Christiau congresation is 
self-governing and independent. It is a royal priesthood. 
It is subject only to the Word of Cod and tha law of brother­
ly lo~e. But in PTussia, from vhich most of the colonists 
came, it was not so. The individual c.ongreaation had very 
little to say about itse.lf. In Prussia it was the so-called 

(Continued on the next page.) 



'-
History of SerbiD. Continued. 

Kultusutinisteriw, that is to say a govuamental bureau, 
which _was in c:harge of tbe c.hur.:hes. The KultuSIII.inisterium 
sav to it that the congregations received their pastors and 
their churches and schoola and that the pastors received 
their salaries, just about like the county judge and the 
sherif etc. The pastors were, strictly speaking, officers of 
the St:ate. 

In Sa»:ony the ld.ng was a Roman Catholic, whlle the country 
was Lutheran. rhey had no Xul.tueministeriu;a, but they had a 
1Co11Sietorium, that ia to say, a body of pastors with some 
laY'IIlen, who saw to it that tbe congregations had their pas­
tara. They had the right to decide wbat was to be taught, 
where this pastor was to go and who was to be furnished for 
that congregation. \lbUe there were slight devi.ations from 
this yet: that was the ove-rall picture. Thus lie see that nei­
ther in Prussia nor in Saxony did the people of the congre­
gations have 111\lCh to say about their own church. they had 
no real experience in governing themselves, nor in financin~ 
the21lselvea. All this had still to be learned ucder th~ po.tt 
oaks in Serbin. (To be continued in PART VI.) 

~IDS to the members of the TWHS who helped spread the 
good name of the Wends of Texas at the Giddings Geburtstag 
and at the Dedication of the Louise T. Peter Center at Con­
cordia Lutheran College in Austin, Texas. 

YES. the~t.e. tVte ~ti..U.. ~ ome c.op.i.U~ a.va.il.able o6 yoUIL4 t:/w.llJ'-4 
tiiENDISH HYMNS ANO SPIRITUAl. TREAS~RES! a.vo..i.l.abtfl, a.t tke. 
CIJ61til6h Ml:iieum o}f. 6/iom yoUA FiLUOJt 6oJt $2.00. 

ro v~tF A FAVOR. Anoo ruE oBliCAnoo cF _IHE NS·l r~ 
ISH M1Eil SUNDAY, OOIEM3ER 29 STARTU'li AT 2:liJ P.M. 

lJl.JISE T. PE1ER oF WICHITA FALLs~ Tx., GRAND-DAUGHTER 

OF THE REV, JAN KIUAN, LEADER OF THE WENDI5H HtMl­

GRATION Of 1854 TO TEXAS, IS SCHEDULED TO HAVE HIP 
SURGERY AT THE BETHANIA HosPITAL IN WICHITA FALLS1 
TUESDAY~ OcTOBER 27 .•. WE WILL HAVE HER lN OUR 
PRAYERS WITH A WISH FOR A SPEEDY RECOVERY • 

. • 


