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VISIT THE WENDISH BOOTH 

TEXAS FOLKLIFE FESTIVAL 
SAN ANTONI01 TEXAS 

THURSDAY THRU SUNDAYI 
AUGUST 61 7~ 81 AND 9TH 

• WENDISH CULTURE Ofi DISPLAY 
• WEND Isii EOOli AI .iis. B.ESI 
• WENDISH ARTS ANn CRAFTS 

. . . . 

• WENDISH EDUCATIONAL DISPLAYS 
• WENDISH COSTUMES 
• WENDISH LITERATURE 
• WENDISH MUSIC 

COME VISIT us: 
INSTITUTE FOR TEXAN CULTURES 

Co-ORDINATORS: RON & CINDY KNIPPA 
{512/496-3105) 

SEE YOU IN SAN ANTONIO! 
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++++++++++++++ 
ANNUAL DUES are just $}0. 00 
per person per year. ~il 
dues to IWHS 9 P.O.Box 311, 
Giddings, Texas 78942 

++++++++++++++ 
THE WENDISH MUSEUM IN SERBIN 
is open every Sunday after­
noon from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
Plan a visit to the Museum 
soon. Bring your friends. 
WITA.JCE K NAM. Welcome! 

++++++++++++++ 
ANYONE interested 'in the Wend 
ish heritage of the Wends of 
Texas is invited to submit 
articles for the New!letter. 
In this issue we elcome an 
article by Maxgaret Ramll' 
Standlee. 

TRINK w&IDISH! 

THIS 'N' THAT 

KENNETH MOERBE AND HIS 
FAMILYJ OF BRENHAM1 ARE 
PLANNING A TRIP TO GER­
MANY AND ARE HOPING TO 
SPEND A LOT OF TIME IN 
WENDENLAND - LUSATIA -
THE HOME OF THE ORIGINAL 
WENDS OF TEXAS ••• WE 
LOOK FORWARD TO RECEIV­
ING A REPORT FOR THE 
NEWSLETTER UPON THEIR 
RETURN. 

A u c.ute." Wend.U h ~olk&ong 
J> et .to a ~am.ili.aA C z e.ch ' 
melody, (Cell hi. .ludOWtJ ~pew) 
wkic.h r wLU be. .s.ing..i.ng i.n 
tile W~h Boo:th a.t .the. Tx. 
Folk.U~e. Fehilvat Aug. 6-9 
.U W~CCRJOOJA HANKA: 

Hancicka wowcerjowa, 
husycld ni.mas doma. 
Husy su w jecmjenju, 
Prosu ce, wucer je, 
Wucer j e t j ecmj enj a won, 
Prjed 1 hac dzen 
Zawoui zwon: 

Uke. ~o many Wuul.i.6h 6ol.ll­
J> ong~ , the .6ub j e.d .sWt­
.ILOWtd6 .the. btVtyaJr.d.; ht .t.lz,.i4 
C46e. Anna, Kanka., and :the 
ge.ue.. 

LOUISE PETER, donor of the 
major funds for the new Mu­
seUDl, "had a ball" at the 
ground-breaking, May 17 in 
Serbin ••••• we look forward 
to havins her on hand for the 
Dedication of the Museum in 
November ••• 
The. la1..6:to!LU! KURl 0 log Cilb.i.n 
hA6 be.en buit.t a.t .the. J>Ue. 
o & :the lfiLU eum. 



.. 
"""' PART V. Continuation of the History of St. Pa~ 

Lutheran Church, Serbin, Texas. by the late 
Rev. W. B. Bewie. 

Before we go on with the story, I ~nt to make one re­
mark. I noticed. as I read all those many documents, that 
in less than no time these Wends began to pick up English 
words. We read about settlements, about Kuhpenne, smoke­
house, squires, trustees etc. It bas always been that 
when a suU group of one language enters a countY)' 'in·· 
which an entirely different languaae is used. it is not 
long before the newcomers begin to use words of that new 
language, until finally, the new language crowds out the 
old language. I noticed that in Mexico, where the German 
colony used about as much Spanish as they used German. 
That just sillllply caDDOt be helped. 

We go on now with the story. While at first the colony 
was dea... poor, yet God blessed them gradually with world­
ly goods. In a few years they had learned how to far11 and 
how to make a living, and they began to prosper. They began 
to feel more and more at home. They acquired farms and 
built homes on them. Prom time to time a group would go to 
Bastrop, which ~as ~he county seat of Bastrop County, in 
order to get their citizenship papers. Rev. Ki1ian encour­
aged them in this. 

As soon as they could, the Wends built a combtaation 
church and parsonage. It consisted of two rooas with a 
ball between. One room was used as church, the other room 
was the parsonage. If I understand tbe documents correctly. 
Rev. Kilian lived in this house to the day of hia death. 

Gradually the Vends felt that they could do some more 
building. So they built a church and moved out of the one 
room. And froa then on, as I understand the documents, Rev. 
~iliau occupied both roo• aod the hall as parsonase. The 
new church was dedicated ou s~ond Christllas day )859. When 
the uew church was dedicated, Rev. Kilian preached first in 
Wend!sb, of course, then he preached also in English. and 
finally in German, all in one service. This English sermon 
:1a still in existence. The English is just a little stiff • 
but it is so plain that anyone who knows Bngliah at all 
cau easily underatnd it, without auy trouble. 

And it was a real set1110n ahowing th-: way of sal vat ion. 
Ba showed. that ,all men are ainners, and that Christ c:aae 
into the world as our Savior and fulfilled the law of God 
for us, and suffered the punishment of our aina for us. Be 
also emphasized that Christ ia tbe Savior of all mankind • 

Everybody was now happy 1P the new cburch. 



WE ARE ~'-JESTED TO MARGARET IWY-1 STANDLEE for tbe follow- -· 
i ng account: Mu Gltea.t Gtuuu16a..thell, JOHANN NEITSCH, bol!.n 
1829, .IUA .w.(..6e., MARIA SY#JJ.ANK. NE1TSCH, ba,w 1825, avul .6tm 
Au.gu.J,.t, le.(Jt :the.Ur. home .<.n Sa.x.ony, a.nd c.ame .to T~ a.- ' 
boa.Jt.d :the. ~IU.p, BEN NEVIS ••• One. o6 the. .t:Jr.agecU.u o6 the 
tlri.p wac\ .the dea.:th o6 .thW. ~on, Au.gu.6.t, a.t Q.u.e.e.nll.town, 
!lr.eia.nd. • • Johann a.nd McvUa. f.lei.t.l, c.h pWLC.Iuu ed land and 
.6ttvt.ted .th~ ~amU.y again. The.Vt. c.hUt:Vr.en: MaiWt Magda.­
le.M N~c.h, mtllrJUed John M.ic.kan, JJr..; EJr.nA.t EdwaJtd Ne..i.-
.:t6 c.h, maJr.Jri.ed Emma. Wo1L6; Caltl AU!JU6.t NeLt.A c.h, mlV!.ILi..M 
fmmct C4Jtoti.ne He~r.bMg, Johann Robe/Lt Neil..6c.h, ma/VL.i,ed 
Ann Ke.iU.ng; Wll.h.eim HeiUDlnn Ne.i..t6c.h maJrJr1.e.d f ; Ham1l1 
The'I.UJ.ia Nelit, c.h, rmNLied W.ilhetm IJo.Jt.:tl.n Ra.nm 7 

In .the. la.te. 1870 '.6, Johann and MaiU.a. Ne.UAc.h, moved 
with .thWI. 'am.i..ltj ~ Watbwtg, Tex.a..6. Caltl.. AttgtM.t Ne.U.oc.h 
.6t:a/jed .in Lee County. Whil.e Johann. N~ch Uved a1:. Wd­
bWtB, he /!Vuned attc1 wo1tked 4.6 a CMpen.teJt. In May, 1882, 
Johann NeA.-Uc.h ~ one. o6 nine men who 6ol.l.flded Uon Lu.th­
eiUln Cfuutch, WalbWLg. A~telf. a oew !JeAJt,6, Johann a.nd Ma!Ua. 
moved ba.c.k .to Lee County, whe~r.e he cUed ht 19Q2 and iA 
bwt..i..e.d .in :the Hoty Clt.o-6.6, W<J/r.lfu. C0ne:te1r.y. MaM.a. Ne..i;thch 
cU.ed hL 1 90S and iA bUIU~ .<.n .the. Uon CemeJ:elty a.t. Wa.l.buJLg. 
by Margaret Ramm Standlee, 10605 Royal Club Lane, 

Oallas, Texas 75229. + + + + + 
DR. GEORGE NIELSEN, was in the Giddings area last week, 
busy as usual, doing research on Wedish families. I expect 
George will be comins out with a new book aeon. If it is 
anywhere near as good as his, IN SEARCH OF A ROME, it will 
serve a great need and will be worth waiting for. 

Nielsen shed some light on a ctuestion I have asked: "Who 
wrote the story, "The CoMing of the Wends," in the ]976 
Yearbook of the Lutheran Church of Australia. Nielsen tells 
me it was a retired Wend, the ReV. Rupert Berger. George 
added. "Re used my manuscript heavily." 

+++++ 

MUSEUM CONSTRUCTION: Rainy weather during May and June 
slowed the progress of construction on the new Louise Peter 
Wendish MUseum, but it is still.hoped we'll be able to have 
a November dedication; So put everything on hold for a Nov~­
ber Sunday, You'll be informed about a definite date. 

SEE YOU Ar THE WENDISH JoothAUG.6-9 AI FOLKLIFE FESTIVAL! 
·"' Plan to attend the new Museum dedication in November! 


