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SOUVENIR NEWSLETTER 
THIS ISSUE OF THE TWHS NEWSLETTER HAS 
BEEN DESIGNATED AS A SoUVENIR ISSUE IN 
OBSERVANCE OF THE GROUNDBREAKING FOR 
THE NEW WENDISH MUSEUM WHICH WILL TAKE 
PLACE SUNDAY, MAY 17, 1987, AS PART OF 
THE REGULAR QuARTERLY MEETING OF THE 
TWHS. 
THANKS TO THE GENEROSITY OF OUR FRIEND, 
loUISE PETER, GRAND-DAUGHTER OF THE GREAT 

LEADER OF THE WENDJSH IMMIGRATION OF 1854 
THE REV. JAN KILIAN, THE NEW WENDISH Mu­
SEUM WILL STAND AS A LIVING MEMORIAL TO 
TilE CONTRIBUTION THE WENDS OF TEXAS HAVE 

~iAnE TO l EXAS HISTORY, 

You ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND THE 

MAY 17 MEETING, GROUND-BREAKING AND FELLOW­

SHIP PROGRAM, STARTING AT 2:00 P.M. AT THE 

Sr. PAUL LUTHERAN, SERBIN, AUCITORIUM. 



The TWHS New~lette~ ~~ 
pu.bwhed q~he 
~MeAe.6t o6 p11.oma.U.ng .the 
ahn6 o..nd obje£.tivu o~ .the 
Te.x.a-6 We.ncU6h HeJti..tJJ..ge. So­
ci.e:ty. 
JOHN J. SOf.HAJ Editor, 
Rt, l, Box l72-A 
Dime Box, Texas, 77853 
Phone! 409/884-1471 
+++++++++++++++ 
OFFICERS OF THE TWHS are: 
La Verne Cersch(Mrs. Walter) 
President; Bill Dube, Vice­
President; Vivian Taylor, 
Secr etary; Kenneth Heiser, 
Treasurer 
Evelyn Kasper, Huseum Di­
rector; Daphne Garrett 
Museum Research Associate 

++++++++++++ + ++ 

ANNUAL DUES are just $10.00 
per person per year. Hail 
your dues to TWRS, P.O. Box 
311, Giddings, Tx. 78942 

+ + ++++++++ + ++++ 

THE WENDISH MUSEUM IN SERBIN 
is open every Sunday after­
noon from 1:00 to 5:00p.m. 
Plan a visit to the Museum 
soon. Bring your friends. 

+++ + +++++++++++ 

MUSEUM VISITED BY SAN ANTO­
NIO BAPTISTS 

Two bus-loads of San An­
tonio Baptists visited the 
Wendish Museum recently. 
Their leader said twenty peo­
ple were turned down on the 
waiting list. 

The group enjoyed visiting 
the Muse""D and the Church; 
they sang hymns with gusto in 
the historic edifice. 

A laTge group of Wendish 
volunteers helped accommodate 
the group. Some helped at the 
Museum. others at the church, 
while another group prepared 
and served a Wendish meal of 
Sausage and sauerkraut, red 
beets, home-made noodles and 
bread ... Coffee Cake and Cof­
fee were also served at the 
Museum •..• our thanks to Holy 
Cross Warda for the use of 
their hall for the meal, and 
to St. Paul's Church for the 
church visit. 

If you know of any group 
which might be interested in 
touring 11Wendenland'1 at Ser­
bin, pl~~se contact the Pre­
sident, La Verne Gersch. 

+++ 

ANYONE interested in the Wend- ORCHIDS to all of the many 
ish heritage of the Wends of VOLUNTEERS who help keep the 
Texas is invited to submit ar- Museum in operation week af-
ticles for the Newsletter. ter ueek. 

THINK WENDISH~ ' GROUND-BREAKING, MAY 17. 

A SPECIAL THANKS TO TRE MUSEUM BOARD FOR TH.EIR WORK! 

GIVE TRF.M A. t'AT ON THE BACK. ATTEND THE GROUND-BREAKING! 

It ' ,~ ~- t.v'tp.tU-6 -i.ng how man.y pe.l)p~ ~ wlto evt.e c: ~ Wend..iA :t ::lMc.e.nt 
t: .Lt11- ~h ~j ~'te Ge.'lmatl bc.ca.w..e 11

11'1f{ 6.:tf;.6 :t.al.:.:..ld s~·-'tt'laJt. !I 



PART IV~ Continuation of the History of St. P~ . 1 s Luther­
an Church, Serbin, Texas, .by the late Rev. W. H. 
Bewie. 

Rev. Kilian had just received a call from the Wendish 
colony in Australia. And he wanted to know whether he should 
go or stay. In this paper Rev, Kilian explains his finances . 
He says that it is now a good year or more since they all 
left Germany, and the time when the salary of $700.00 per 
year was to begin, He explains that he was not getting that 
$700.00, in fact he was getting so little that he was run­
ning into debt every day . And he did not want to make any 
more debts than he could pay in the end. He says he cannot 
go on that way. 

Rev. Kilian says in this paper which he read to the colo­
ny, that he realizes very well that they all have their 
troubles. They all have to build houses and try to make a 
living. But all this does not help him in his own troubl~s. 
For this reason he put his situation squarely up to the col' 
ny. Can you give me any kind of guarantee that I can livP 
here with you? I do not waut to leave you. I want to stay 
with you. But I must have some way of living. I am now liv­
ing as one of the very poor antong you . , Thus the article 
he read to them goes on . We can plainly see from this letter 
that the whole colony was in a very bad way. The ideas they 
l~d entertained about supporting their pastor, when they 
called him to lead the colony, had to undergo great changes. 

Exactly what arrangements Rc.v. Kilian and the colony mad· 
~ith each other, I do not know, for the papers say nothing 
about that. But they mu~t have made some agreement which 
satisfied them all, for Rev. Kilian stayed with the color.y 
in Texas, as we all know, and did not go to Australia.But 
this is plain: If it had not bet..u that Cod wanted His word 
to be taught in its truth and purity also in the post oak 
woods of Texas, the whole colony would have been compelled 
to disband and everyone try to go somewhere where he could 
make enough to live with his little fami~J. I am sure that 
those Wends never forgot the hardships of that first year 
in Texas . I To be. con.tirnte.d. l 

VIV YOU KNOW? Th~ Be.n Nev~, o~ which the We~di4h 1mmK­
gJUtl'l-tb ~a,Ue.d, wa.6- COn-6-<.gne:d :to MM6Jt.b. T'.UJU11g.to~ & Wd­
.60.-t On L.i.veApooi • . •. tha.t .i.-t. Wa..6 o6 t 42 0 ton& ILe.g.U.te,tz, a..-Jd 
3000 -ton-6 bU/[.dett, a.nd ha.d c.apa.Uty 6oJt c.a.M.Jj-i.~19 650 pa.,Mcn-
9<'M .. • She. uJa,~ 180 £ee.t. iong, Li,~Lt.h 38~ t)e.et btte.a.t~' Pi} bc.1M 
rf!M . a.(' c. OJ:.d.{ rtfj .t(' The Lo l'l.do It I UUI.l :ttta.t e.d ~ CW·~, 9 I 4 n 8 52 . 



Nr 

DAPHNE GARRETT PUBLIS~:tS EGG CIJLORII'~G BOOK 
Daphne Garrett, Archivist for the Wendish Museum 
has published a book entitled, The~ of Decorating 

Wendish Easter ~· The book is available at the Wendish 
Museum or by mail order. To order by mail: GARRETT HISTORI- I 

CAL RESEARCH, P,O.Box 351 Warda, Texas 78960; or call: 
409/242-3822 or 713/468-7516. Cost is $4.95, plus $1.00 
Postage and Handling and .30 cent tax; total: $6.25 

We congratulate Mrs. Garrett for her success in publishing 
this work. She is a great assett to th~ Texas Wendish Heri­
tage Society. Her research ability is tremendous. We hope 
others will do Wendish research and will publish works. 
JJS, Editor. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

~WEDISH SCHOLAR TO VISIT WENDISH MUSEUM ~ JUNE 

SVEN GUSTAFSON, PROFESSOR IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
RUSSIAN AND EASTERN EUPOPEAN STUDIES AT THE UNIV, 

·OF MINNESOTA, WILL BE VISITIN~ SERBIN AND THE 
WENDISH HERlTA~E MUSEUM, ETC. DURING THE LAST 
WEEK IN JUNE. HIS VISIT HERE WILL BE ONE OF EI~HT 
STOPS IN THE UNITED STATES, •• OUR FRIEND. ROBERT 
ZWAHR, MADE CONTACT WITH US FOR PROF. GUSTAFSON, 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

NURENBtRG MUTSCHINK CONTACTS GIDDINGS MUTSCHINK 

Ange I a .Mu tsc hi n k , 26, of Nurenberg, Germany, daughter 
of Friedbert and Sonja Mutschink of Klelnseudelbach, Ober­
Lausitz, wrote an interesting letter to Dorothy Mutschlnk 
Miller, daughter of Walter and Matf Ida (Schulz) Mutschink. 
Angela asked whether the folks here sti I I write ~nd talk 
Wendi5h (Sorbisch), and also whether German is written and 
spoken here ... Says, ''Mutschink is quite an uncorrmon name." 
.•• Her family originated in East Germany at Groszpostwltz. 
Also says Bautzen sti II has a Wendfsh Theatre and High 
School. "Last ancestor, knoy,;n to us, 1s Johann Mutschink, 
born August 3, 1834 In Groszpostwitz." 

NOTE: Your editor invites any news you may have to share 
with the readers of the Wendish Newsletter. JJS. 

REMEMBER: MAY 17, a great day in Serbin: Meeting 
at 2:00p.m.; New Museum Ground-breaking, and Fel­
lowship to follow. THINK WENDISH! 
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tory and g~nralogy of the Wends;. 
the arch.i"" ' preserves several h·u~­
drcd bock; :n W cn:iis~1, German 
n:-:d E~g!i-!~. :~s ~.-e~l ~s documents, 
-nn~sr.r: ·:r, :1nd pho:.ogr11ph.,. The ·-· . ·r ~·;~cu:n • ~.:pcrn:N1 by t;:c cxo.s 
Wcndi!>h ~~ri tngc Society. 

:r-."EW 'WENOISH MUSEUM 

The new building will" complete 
the thrE-e phase building pro~anl. 
When completec1, there '~'.'ill be a 
three buiiding cci'!lplex cor.nected 
by covered. 't\'ctlk.•·ays with 11 cou.:­
tyard in betwct'n to comp1imentthe 
setting, 

Tne :-:cv ·~.iing will fcnture , 
t2x20 ico;. .·oroof Yll\llt for th· 
nr'Chiv~s. Al~o ii-t the r:.-w sdditiol .... -:!~ be 3 l:b!ll!j'. and n·orkroom 
v.·. tn t!':C! :· .:r.'ln~ndc·r used , o 
ciisp!&y spnce. ,' 

The new b~ilding; d~11ig:1cd b: 
Edwnrd Mattingly, nrd-.;t<'ct, wil 
;·eaturc t:-nd~~ional Enrly T~:rot 
de~ign to bk~c! with t1-1e prcser. 
buildin:;~ 

Lou!s"' ?~-.:~:- who c11tablishe< 
tht} Pc•cr F oundo.tion :c:>sides it 
Wichit~ Fa:!s, b·tlt ~,-~w up ir 
Winchester .. ~1any i.-rr Cour.l! 
rcsid,>nts v.·i.il r!!membcr the Pc~c: 
.Com.p1n1y. L•mise, along 'l'lith he• 
broth~rs Martin nnrl Rober 
operated th~ bus!ness in Giddings 
They bo~.:ght t1::ri-:cys frc.l'!l!ocnl far­
m~rs s:-:d procc:>sscd them, pnckec 
them in iced down r~ii;:a.rs anc 
!lhip?ed t\:;·k~::ys all O\'er Te:x.as. 

When i:htl company received l 

large amount of turk~ys at onct 
they wo·.J!cl bicw slourl w~i:t;t\e anc 
localpt>opie k..-l~w they !l"eded hcl1= 
to procE-::3 d·.c birds. Th~ husinrs~ 
\'\'8S n relli boost to the cnshflow ol 
the local economy. . . 

· Louise is the )Rl!t gurvl\ir.( 
grandchild of Rev. an'd Mrs. J ohanr 
Kilion. Rt>v. Y...ili!ln e.c;tnblished t 
Luthen.n cc,ngregation in Gcr· 
many, and he !lnd a Jarr'! group ol 
Wends chartered the .~n:lship, th( 

·Bc:>n 'Nevis am! !!ailed to Tcxes, set· 
· tling in the • r,~ .. ~bir. area. : 

: Beside~ t!:~ ,.;encrou5 gift to the 
Texr.s Wencish Herita-s~ Society 
tht> founrlntion also gavt" 1\ gE>nerou~ 
glft to Concord~ll Lutheron CollegE 
in Au!ltin. . 

President of the T. W. H. S. i( 
Laverne Gersch of Gid<lirog!l. Vice 
pre ~ideu t i-s Leroy S t c g\ ic-h of Wei· 
dn, trca~~rcr Ken WciH•r or Gid­
dings and sccret(\Jj' Vi"in :l T11ylo1 
of Weimar. E-velyn Knspcr c! 
\V D.rdn ha~ sr t'\"Cd ~s rnu ~: u :nco or· 
din11tor since th~ mu~e~m opened 
in 197n. 

nf.•:, P Jul Ho.rlfield i~ p11stor o~ 
St. Ptl\li's in Sc:~:n rm:l h'l~ br~n 
very instnlmCl~td in th!' progrrs: 
made nt the mus cum. 




