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IT~!IN G. KILIPN ESTATE 

PREsIDENT tlf.:s I !fiAL TER GERSct~ (LAvERNE) HAS 

ItJFORNED THE r~E~IS1£1JE.R TH.A.T lHE WENDISH 

HEFtlTAGE SOCIETY HP.S RECEIVED P.. CHECK IN 

TilE:. A"':OlJNT OF $l0.~5CD FRCM THE ED V.run~ 

Es Tti.TE I\S oF T UESD.li.Y .~ JMJUARY 27~ 1987. 

THIS BRINGS lHE TOTAL FRa-1 Eo KILIAN'S ESTATE 

FOR THE lEXAs WENDISH HERITAGE SociETY TO 

$42J 5W I 00 I I • ( .\ CHECK IN THE AMOUNT OF 

~32)000.00 WAS RECEIVED BY THE SOCIElY IN 

iJoVt:.MBFR,~ 198b, 

tnwrN G. KILIAN oF P~sTIN1 TEXAS,~ WAS THE 

son o:= T EAC.t..tER !j,A, ~~I LIAN AND GRANDSON GF 

THE rEv. JAt-J K1uAN, 



PART Ill-1" .ontinuation of the History of St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church, Serbin, Texas, by the late 
Rev. W. H. Bewie. 

There is no document to the effect that Rev. Kilian 
accepted this call, but we dll know that he did, for he 
ca1ne with the colony and all the way through acted as its 
pas tor. 

Since, to accept this call llleant to emigrate with this 
group to Texas, the first thing Rev. Kilian had to do was 
to get the pem1ission of the Prussian government to leave 
the country, together with his family, in order to go to 
America. He got this permission. The document in which 
the PrtJssi an governrnent granted him penni ss ion to leave 
is still in the archives. It is not typed as such docu
ments are today, but written in a beautiful penmanship. 
Only the signature of the officer is illegible, as such 
signatures conmonly are. 

The document was issued under date of July 24th, 18S4, 
an<l reads as follows:"The undersigned royal governruent of 
Prussia hereby certifies that the Rev. Johann Kilic:1n has 
been granted a discharge to leave Prussia, in order to 
emigrate to funerica, together with his wife, nee Maria 
Groeschel and his minor son, Gerhard August. This dis
charge is effective only for the persons named, anci has 
the effect that from the date when this discharye is is
sued, the persons rr1entioned will lose their Pruss ian ci
tizenship. 11 

So far the d'scharge. We note that the Prussidn govern
ment is very exact. As soon as Rev. Kilian leaves Prussia. 
he loses his citizenship. And if he gets into trouble with 
anyone, he cannot call on the Prussian government fur help 
and protection. 

From a letter which Rev. Kilian wrote to Prof. Walther 
under date of Feb. 9th 1855, we learn that the colony 
left over Hamburg on Sept. 26th 1854, and went first to 
Liverpool. Here they took a double decker ship, named ljen 
Nevis, for A1neri ca. The colony was composed of about 200 
people frorn Saxony ana about 400 from Prussia. I 1·1ant to 
say here that all the ~-Jay th;-ough it is just d little dif
ficult at times, to find one's way through ail the figures. 

While the colony was changing fro111 one ship to the oth
er in Englana, the dreaded cholera broke out in the colony. 
From Liverpool they steered toward Cork in the Irish Chan
nel, where they lost nearly seventy persons in four da.ys. 



--Because of this they were quarantined ul C for four 
w~eks. But even dfter they were out on the uroad ocean 
they lost a few more souls. A death abOdl'd ship in those 
ddys was gruesome. The body was wrapped in sail cloth and 
then sl0\·1ly slid down a board into the \~atet·s. On this 
td p muny a husband 1 os t his \'life or d ~tJi fe her husband, 
par~nts lost their children, children tlleir parents. 

Since the colony \~as going to Texas, the ship landed 
the111 at Galveston, which they reached on the 16th of De
cember. They had been traveliny for al111ost three n10nths. 
At Galveston they had to pass through the i111111igration of
fices, etc. and then left for Houston. 

Fr01:1 Gdlveston the party went on to Houston. Here 
they \-Jere received by Rev. Casper Braun. a Lutheran Min
istet· of the Pittsburg Synod, originally. He saw to it 
that the colonists were taken care of as much as possib
le by his congt·egation, until they could 111uve on. We 
shall 111eet Rev. Brau11 again in the course of this story. 
Fr0111 Houston the colony then moved on to Bastrop Co. I 
should explain here that, though Serbin is now in Lee 
County, yet i li those days it was in Bas trap County, for 
at the ti111e there was as yet no lee County. Lee county 
~.;as funned by cutting off a piece of Bastrop, Fayette 
and Washington Co, and calling it Lee County. (Editor's 
note: Lee County was organized in 1874 and was actually 
made up of parts of the above na111ed th1·ee counties dnd 
a 1 so Burleson County . ) 

Of tile l~ends that reached Houston, a ntlmber \lad tu 
stay thei·e fur the time being, since they first had to 
ea1·n 1110ney to be able to travel on. Just exactly when the 
lllcJ.in colony r~ached the post oaks or 13astr'op Co, there 
is no record that I could discover. It must have been 
early in January of 1855. 

l~e ~~~onder·, of cour·se, how these ne~Komers fared in the 
post oaK country. We get a fair ly good idea of their fi
nancial situation from an address which Rev. Kilian read 
to the colony on the 14th of Octobet· 11:!55, just about 
ten months dfter they had arrived in lheir new home, in 
the deep of the woods. (To be c_o.!!_ti_n~_e_~·) 

- -... - - - = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
WE URGE ALL MEM~EkS TO MAKE EVERY EF~ORT TO ATTEND THE 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE H·JHS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 
AT SEROIN. - Depending on the weather, thellieting- -w-ill 
be helt.l either at the Museu1a or dt the St. Paul's Gy111. 



---
The l'WllS Nl:. :0~F.TTER is 
publishcuqu;• rti:·?'TY in 
thL"' in tE'rC's t L' t prC>m~_,

tlng the aim~ and pur
PLJ!H!!'; of the Trx~H; 

t~l.'ndish Heri t;li;t' S!•cicty. 

Rt-v • .TL•1m .T. S,•ch.t, Editor 
~l. 1, Hux 17'1.-t\ 
Oimt: ~ox, T:-:. 77H53 
l'bCJtl(' : 409/81:14-l {171 

;\L1yonc iulercstL"'d in tbe 
~ .. 'Pndish IH.-rila).!c uf the 
Hc·nds ot T~·x:1s, wtw t:;IITIP 

ln T .. ·xa:s f nnu Lusatia, 
Ens t (:L'rn~HlY in 18 Sf1, i !" 

invited tu submit arii-
c I f" ·" f '-' ,. t. h 1:' N l'l~ s 1 L'l l c r . 

----------·---

THE AHERI CAN SK F.TCH ll(lUI\., 
p'iih LiSl\etf-::ll.J\lls-tTti: 1)y1h-s. 
BE'lL.l Frcnd1 i11 1B78, n-·-
cord(•.d this in v .. ,lumc> IV , Nr•. 
111, 11 l.hn·ing tit€-' s;tnw yt.:<~r tlwl 
gavt' ;111 cxistcn.:l~ tC> L~vcq:,l'l'Cll, 

(just t [1 the SO\ll ht•>IH l \I r PI··

scni.:-d.ly Lincoln, l•:d. ~ · •lt•) 

(Tin;· yr.::~r wa::: 1854, EJ. Nt•l.:) 
~ rolr>ny uudcr thf' lf·;ull•rship 
!'[ John Dubl~c i!lll.l l.:n•l T.chm;Jnn, 
SPttlcd ;md f,•LliHll•d thP. lO\o.'ll of 
Serbin. alnm~ eight mll~.:~ s~.,uth 

·nf Gidding!':. TiH:' c·n1uny wa~ l"L>IIt

Pt.JSt~tl nf nbout I Llt:ty pC'r~on~, 

( a L" t \1~ 1 1 y :'1 h L1 tll f1 r l y r ;J 01 i 1 i c s' 
Ed. Note) and bf."inF: j t' int•d by 
Cllht->rs spun built quilt.: a vil
lage, ~nd np~n~d many r~rmh, 

whFrC., U}' thr i rt iliHI inuu~try, 
they h~ve> made l hc!11SE' 1 Vt'!': t'om

(nrlable hl11liC.!'l, -with thc•lr ch-
urc-hes and schDul ~. t'h:ir<ll·tc•r ls
itit.: of the foreign coJ c>mt'nt in 

LlFF 1 CJ.ms UF Till·: n\lls 
------ this !;c•rt inn. Sl!V!.'r;o~l lL"-.guc~ 

Hrs. ~~i-!lt.~.•r C~t~1·sd1 (La of lancl c:~djact'nt nt,\,• c-unt ril'n tl f' 
Vr•rne), l'rt:!iidL·nt; Lercn· thf'i r productitln~ t1' th.:- p~tt:SC'S 

~tcgl ich \' i ."" · ·r. • ~ toJ thi!'; coluny." 
\1 . .

1
. 1 (~ , '1 r: , 5 I • C 11 

o!l.:ln .:\Y r> r. ~l,t"L't>T ill'\'' , 
· ' · ' ThE:' :-~rt.u:le tiH~n prnccL·ds tu 

K-..:m\c.:th Wel::;t•.r· , Tr.~aRLJt'Ct· 

--------- ---
A_NUUAL Olll:S :1 rc j us t $] U 
JLE.-r pP.rsnn IH'r yL·:tr. ~t.·-1il 

YPUr due s lu l\.JIIS, I'.ll. 
Bel>( 3).1, (; idcllngs, Tl'Xi!S 
78942 

~ENOIS!I ~IUSEIIH I::-; SERBI.t; 

i~ npt-'ll t'VL'•Y Sunc.la.'' ~~rt.
crnoon frt'm 1 tn 5 n' 
l"ltH:k. F.vt~lyn Ka~pt·r h; t.hc 
(:(>-llrdinatc-r. I r ytHl havt· 

nnt y e-t visi t<•cl t Ill' Hl'
SITN, pl:lll :1 tl·i p S<'•'ll~ 

give the' history Llr tht> fnundinl' 
n[ Lt-xin~tOla, Texas llv C<1pt. 

J<.1mt:s ~hat.• abtHcL 1850. 
. A cupy C>f Til~ Am~· r~L"~~ S_k_e_~JJ · 

Bt,ok 1 s in the Bark1..'l' Library -·-·- . 
on tiH.' _c:lmpus <•f tbt-> ll, nr TL·xa~ 

at Aust.ln, ;tdjal't.:nl l" the J.vn
dotl B • .Jc-hnsL•r'l Library . 

+ + + + + 
IIEI.l'! ~enc.l rcr:i.pcs ior rhl• tl('~>; 

t;ook llroek lu F.mma l\uL·n~dw, ~lc 

llad\!, rexu!'l 78650. 
Be a p.,rr 11f tlw t;r-11d i.slL 

lc~gacy bclng h;Jnnc-d dm.;n '" ft-1-
lt•h' l'Px;1s. ~t:nd l"<'Cipt·s~ 


