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Jed'n twjerdy hrod jc n~ sch Boh ssam 
bron dobra, ssy l na skala . 
Won j~ w~c h ~ j ' nusy pu rn h A n a~. 
kiz je nasz s a psch ij~l a: 

sly star y nj eps ch cc z~ l 

by nasz rad poz r j ccz ch z y l, 
won jara mozn y je 
a rn a dosc z l eszno sc z e, 
lu psches njoh' u i~hlu n j cj e . 

aQVEMBER - THANKSGIVING 

Nj~·, c.h r3 nh u d.::.:th. ·~., 

s1.o wut r ob a W!:> ( ""l f! '"' • 1~0zi , 

k iz wu l k e wezy ~z ~~ 

tu c::zir'li a t ez '"~ ch ...~ d ze; 
kiz wut mlo do ~c z e ~ d~ 

t u s d zerzi z iw j e •· i ~ 

a wsc hit k u a obr nT ~ 

n am sta jn je wu dzc l · • 

3 \ 9, Wend ish Hymna I , l8 38, 1888 

DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS 
Ja s nj ebjesz dele psch indu k warn, 
te~ dobre nowiny ja m8m, 
wscho dobre chzu wam powjedacz 
a wot teho tak saspewacz: 

61, Wendis~ ~nal, 1838, 1888 



HISTORY OF ~RBl~ ?T. PAUL'S.CHURCH EY W. H. Bewie 

(This is part II of this article found in the Archives 
of the l'exas District, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 
Austin, Texas. John J. Socha, Edi~or.) 

" ... it ~ill also be instructive, especially to the pre
sent generation, for they will see how much time and labor 
and how many headaches and heartaches went into the build
ing up of a good sound Lut.heran church at Serbin. 

A~ Y!e all know, the Serbin church was started when a 
c~rtain group of Wends came over from Germany to Texa5, 
under the leadership of Rev. Johann Kilian, who was him
self a Wend. 

The reason why these Wends left Germany and came to Am
erica is plainly given in a document which these people 
dre. .... · up Ylhen they got ready to leave Germany, a document 
which is still pr~served ir. the archives llf the c..:hurch. It 
was drawn up ~nd signed May 23d, ]854. There it says: "The 
ma.in purpose l>f this organiz:ition is, tll emigrate to Amer
ica and the-re to org.anize a pure Evangelical Lu l he. ran .:on
p;rcgation and to bec.ome a colony." By colony th~y mean 
that the organization wants to buy enough lancl so that it 
can settle its p~ople on it. Instead o( evpryonu buying 
his own little piece of land, une whole piece (it turn~d 

out to be a league of land) was to be bought, out of a com
mon treasury. 

f. want to say here, that in those days that wa1; the gen
eral idea, namely Lhat people organized noL only for reli
gious but also for economlt:. purposes, the S<.tlne as Lhe Sax
ons did that immigrated under Mm:tin Stephan. But when you 
combine these two different purposes you t:.otrunonly invite. 
trouble. The Wends also experienced trouble, although time 
will not permit me to go into detain as to this feature. 

Why did this colony decide to go to TEXAS, instead of 
going to Australia as another Wendish colony did ac that 
time? The reason is this. In the year before, in 1853, a 
number of Wends, about s~venty altogethe~, had left Germany 
and gone to Texas. They wrote such glowing letters back 
home to their friends, that 1t was decided by the Kilian 
group also to go to Texas. The former Wends had settled 
near New Ulm, and the new group decided to settle as near 
to ~hem as they could buy land. In that way it happened 
that they settled where they did ~ettle namely near Rabbs' 



Creek. Sor.1etimes Rc.v. Kilian in his letters re s to tht:: 
settlement also as Pin Oak, but commonly as ~1~'s Creek. 

Of course, b~ing a Christian congregation, they also 
wanted a Christian pastor. This Christian pastor i~ expre
ssly mentioned in this document, from which I an1 quoting. 
lt ~as, as you all know, Rev. Johann KlJ ian. '!he ciocument 
states clearly that ht" is to perform t..he Lutheran ministry 
3mong the colony. lt is also statpd that (or the first year 
he is to act as 5Chool teacher, and to t<tke C"harge of the 
school far the children. Also, his s~lary is given. He is 
to receive $300.00 in order to pay the expens~s of shipp
ing for h.i.cnself ;..md his family and his fllr.niture .oud books. 
Then after they get her~. he is to receive a salary of 
$700.00. It is also said that, i( this Hhould prove to be 
insufficient, they will add to his saldry out of the funds 
of the company. They also settled in Germ.1ny according to 
German money what he is to rC?ceiv<.~ in th~ wilu!'; uf Texa~ 
for official act~. 

A baptism is to cost 10 ~rosrhen , th~ churching of wo
men is t.o cost S Groschen. A marriagt> i!; to c:all (or a 
free-will offerlng by those that .lrt.• present. H the groom 
does not belong to l{e.v. Kilian's c:hurc:h, he is to pay 10 
Groschen. A m~rriagc certificate is tu cost 10 Groschen. A 
funeral in its~lf is Lo l;O st 10 C.:r- ,•sc:h<.•n. If the biography 
of the dead person is to be written and read, that will 
cost 20 Gro~chen . [f there is alsco l.o b~ a f\mera l sermon 
it will ;.tmounl Lo L'W'o dollars . 

I mention these littlE' d~tails , as ttwy show pLdnly 
that the people were brought up Ln ~crmany und~r such ar
rangements as they had no id~a that in America it might all 
turn out different. They came to Texa~ with Ccrmao itieas 
and customs, all around. 

Th~t these people meant well by th~lr pastor is plain 
from the fac:.t that it \o.las written in this long document 
that, if Pastor Kilian were t o die, the colony would see 
to it that hi& family would be taken cdre of. lt is also 
stated that out of the lo.nd which the company was going to 
buy in Texas, a ·certain piece of land will be deeded to him 
for his own personal propert~. 

This document is then signed by the committee which "W"as 
in char&e of things: Carl Lehmann, Pres., Carl Teinert, 
Ernst Adolf Moerbe, Johann llohle, Christoph Hohle and Jo
hann Urban. (TO BE CONTINUgD.) 
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If yClu l-Jere: a 1ute l 8th o~"' early 19th century home~ 
maker~ ~:hat ~to: .ld _vcu bP. :Pdk ing o,.1hen fo1lo\11i n9 
t hi s n~ c i pf? : 

~-- ® 
-;~-f.cij-;:- To Make C:IJacJmeli~-

Tf.J . c p•.• ... r~ct uf llowr P"l ·' poua.-! ,_,; h~~;o:r. ~oix. t ~:r,> \ !~.!' crl~: •>U! 

cb.t· "lut~' ,. l:c r ~t: yu~rtt rs r.r" ~ .. :::·•! uf pow•i,·r-~:s~.H . .l f'l.ts' 

ol ... at:::r .. t liHic lt"•n~n · J>nl - ···•?r<::d 't:rJ' irr.•: . .• nri .ir i.:d 

oi..!ru.~~·firJ~"'"'l, ht·s!·to ;, \:. t.1 i ruz:::.::: : l~4.·t1 cur H in~tt pj t.·•-:t. "lt 

..._h .• ; bi.;nt'' "''II plt .:H ru , ,,,f,\' .. . ,:; ·; ;;;i.:z:: chcua "iri. ~:·~-H . 

T'·•! :. 1.:::-t~''·· . .;. ; ~ · . . : .. •: /l'ut · r • ·r,;. ,..,.. 
~ ·::_,7; . ... ,;, ~,:: ·_.A :- -~ 
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·:~., -; t 
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~ . : .. l - .... •. • ••• 

, .. r,;,t. o~· f!r' to:.nr,t;-r;:t.ct·c ~-,:, ' 

:c,, 1 ;.,nr: ':' ... t.: ake ?7:'! 

-· .. , 

f:f .~/ ;,..._ C.COi.:.5 t:;t: <1 ~,,,·;atit:: l: n:- this r·c>ci~~: =··:: 
~·nc;;·~;: d~li r:i:)·.: - . •.t~ r ; 1 • r. 1 

•• ; .. ;, 
4 t - . 

:n th? li~:inti!l·.<:, \''L il' ':you ple a~.;e t.1ke a ~'e.·: mirH,.~tes. 
t~_, S .1ve \'{i th thP S ~~ C. i C ty ~. C:-:iP. r: f YCLil' f ~ ·_;ot· i t~ 
;'P.cipcs. ~·ou dor't (ieed to ty~e it, _1;;st c1eari~, 
1ir;t :h: <t:rc;Jr.t, the ir.g··~ciie'1:.:;, !! Pu the ~.:re::t i,:l:;s_ 

i i- yo:. ::l0r.' t t1a·;~ n_t IIane•~<!- .Jcw :1 ~ec i j)e~, ph'a~e: 
den ' t 1gn;:.n• thi".:. rP.ql:est. . if .:>,11 the re:ipes ;·:~··c:· 
similar to t!1e one ?.bo•;e. 'IJe couldn't sel l this ne~-' 
cookboo~ 1ikc we have the rresent one. Oc send us 
some of the ~pec.i<ll rP.cipes you enjoy usira9 the iTlOst. 

:;.:;' JC.SD 
For the cookbook corrr!li ttee 

We thank Joyc e Dube for this appeal for recipes. 
Send youc recipes NOW to: Wendisb Cook Book 

P.O . .Box 311 
Giddings. Tx. 78942-0311 




