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CONSTITUTION REVISION 

MEEliNG SET 

AUGUST 17~ 1986 

THIS . IS ONE MEETING EVERY MEMBE~ 

oF THE TEXAS WENDISH HERITAGE So
CITY. SHOULD ATTEND IF AT ALL Pos~ 

SIBLE. 

HAVE A PART. IN SHAPING T~E FUTURE 

OF YOUR GREAT ORGANIZATION, IT 

WILL HELP IF YOU ~ILL READ THE PRO

POSED . CONSTI1UTfON BEFORE niE AuG, 
. . . . 

17TH MEETING, BRING ALONG YOUR CO-
. . . . 

PY AND EXPRESS YOUR VIEWS FREELY. 

O~E OF THE DISTINGUISHING .FEATURES 

• oF . THE .-TWHS· ·r·s . DEMOCRATIC AND ro ... 
TALLY CHRlSTI.AN ATMOSPHERE, JJS 

.· 



T 1.e. TUH5 .WSLETTER 'is 
publishe~ qu~rterly in 
the interest of promo-
~ing the aims and pur
poses of the Texas 
Wendish Hcri~~se Society. 

FQLKLIFE iR~IIV~L 

Two bus-loads ot fol~s 
frqm.the S~rhin-Northrup 
area are again ~lanuing 
to visit the Folklife 
Festival July 31 -Aua.J • 

Jo~n J. Socha~ 
. ...• Shiaei is· going to 

Ed~tor be experimentins with a 
-----------------------------Beer Special at the Wend-
ltt. 1., Box 172-A 
Dime Box, ~x. 77853 
~houe: 409/884-1411 

iL~ Booth. Blue Beet. If 
the first .keg goes well 
they may cpn~inue the £X
perim~nt •.... Chicken legs 

Anyone ·1n·t ere a t·ed in the al:'e being added to the 
Wendish heritage of the ~endish Fa~e. we under
Wends of Tc~as,· ~no came stand ••. Home~ade Wendish 
to Te~as fro~ Lusa~ia. Noodles are again expect-
East germany in 1854, is ed to be.tbe big seller. 
invited to submit. articles Something else new is 
f¢r the Newsletter. to be"added: ~ENDISH FAM

ILt REUNION sffi-=-A'LON~ 
OFFICERS OF THE TRBS conceived by Cindy Knippa 

- ~- and to· be led by John J, 
Mrs. Walter Gersch (I~a Soc.ha. Au-lienee parti'ci-
Verne), President; patton is the goal. 
Bill Dube, Vice-President; Among the songs on the 
Viola Spacek.,. Secretary; song a_heet ~Jill be Du, Du 
Kenneth Weiser, Treasurer Li~gst Mir Im Herzen and 

Tst Das fticht Ein Schnit
!!_NUAL DUES are just $10 za~ .Bank? for the German, 
per person. Mail your d~esHanka Budz Wjeaola and 
to TWHS, P.O.Box 311, Gid-Lubka Lillija in Weudish, 
dings~ Texas 78942 Nad Tatrou Sa Biiz~a and 

Ja P~rob~k s Kapusan in 
WENDlSH MUSEUM in SERBIN Slovak, and America, che 

Beautiful, Home On the 
Range in English and ~m
eric3, 1n En~lish ~nd 
Wendish. Should b~ a lot 
of· fun. 

This is cbe 15th Folk
life Festival, and the 
15th year of .participa

THlNK WENDISB! Tip: The tion bj the T~BS. 
let te.r ., a 11 is always pro- Ron and Cindy Knippa 

is o~e~ every Sunday af
ternoon from 1:00 to 5 
o'clock. Evelyn Kasper is 
the Co-ordinator. If you 
have not yet vieited tb~ 
MUSEUM, plan a trip to . 
Serbin. You'll enjoy it. 

uo unc.edlike "ah11 as :tn ho~.f San Antoni o co-chair, 



3I~TORY OF SERBIN SX. ?AUL'S CHU~CH by ll•Bewie 

(Editor's ~ote: Rev. W. H. Bewie ~as on~ o~ the 
pi~neer pastors of the Texas tlis~rict~ He was a 
great story-teller. In his capacity as Mission Di
rector of the District he ~new everything about 
ev~ry congregati~n and mission, and enjoyed tell
ing all about them. R.e w~s a.sked to write a story 
abo·ut -St. Pau1. 1 s, Serbin in preparation for the 
lOOth Anuiv.etsry in 1955. We will present at least 
exc~rpts, if ~ot the full story, in th~e and in 
f~ture issues of the Newsletter, ~s sp~ce p~rmita.) 

r·n order to write this little history of St •. Paul's 
church of Serbin, which you asked me to write, I had to 
fall back on the old documents of your church, so far as 
they are etiil to be bad. None of 'ue· was present 100 years 
ago, when thi-e church first began. These old documents are 
no~ in the Archlveo .of the Texas District after you entrua~
ed th~ to the care of th~ District. 

Ae to these old documente •. Rev. Kilian had the right idea. 
·He suggested at' one tiine, eatly in the history· of the church, 
that the congregation order a box to be made, in whleh these 
aocVMents might be placed for safekeeping. How I wish that 
this had beeri done, for we should them have a complete·his
~ory of the church. from the very beginning. But evidently 
such a box for archives was never made, and the result is . 
that th~ doclJlllents are very ·incomplete. Many have been -lost 
altogether. There ar.e hardly any documents of any kind dur
ing the years from 1861 to. 1865 the years ·of the so called 
Civil War.And other documents are- so fra~zled and torn that 
1~ is impossible to figure out what they say. We. must base 
our history on such documents as remain. 

ln this paper.; which i.s to be no longer than can be read 
in one hour, l cannot, ' of t;ourse, gi.ve a full and complete 
hiatory of 100 yea~s of the church at Serbin. To write a 
complete history would tab too. long,. All ·r can do is to. 
give a · very short history ·of the beginnings of your church 
and carry it · to the p9int where., . finally, the congregation 
aettled down after.bSving learned the lessons it bad . to learn 
in a uew , country un~er :p.ew eonditiotl.S. But, I a'ni sore, .t~t 
t~t pa-rt of 'the history or ·your church which I shall be 
able to present in one short. hour, wi.U not only be interes
ting in itself, but it wi.ll also be instructive, especially 
to the present generation. {To be contiDued). 



PtRSONALl~PORTRAIT." .OLIVIA MAYJ FORMF.f:: TREAS. . . . . . . 

OLIVIA MAv~ A FQRMER TREASURER oF THE TWHS 
WAS RECENTLY·. -HONORED. BY HER . HOMETOWN• NEWSPAPER 1 

THE· I<ATY. "TIMES I~ A STORY ENT"ITLEo;"~y - A 
QuiET AcHIEVER~ BY BusY RoB-INS.oN.· · · 

0LIVlAI WHO ·. IS INVOLVE·D 'IN ·A NUMBER OF BUSI-. . . 

NESS~ CIVIC~ CHURCH~ AND ETHNIC ACTIVITIES~ IS 
THE REC I P 1 ENT oF THE CoMMEMORA rz VE t!lEDAL oF HoNoR 
FROM ~THE AMERICAN · B·J OGRAPH I CAL INSTITUTE fOR f:l ER 

'~ENERGlESI SACR~FICES~ . ABILITIES ANI) AMBI"TIONS TO 

C~EA~E ftEUER COMMUNI~! ES .. FOR MANKIND;,. _ 

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES~ OLIVIA MAv: . . . ... · . . . . . .. 

~+=+=+=+=+~+~+=~=+=+=+=+= . ·• . .. . . . . 

FROM THE COO~OOK COMMITTEE 1 ••••• WE •:vE . B~EN 

ASKED A~OUT. THE COPYRI,HT RULE WHEN SUBMlTTIN~ 
RECIPES. FROM A~OTHER COOKBOOK ••• $000, WE ASKED 
A CODKBOOK ~U~Ll~HER, AN~ HERE'S WHAT W~ . LEARNEDa 
•IT 'IS PERMlSSISLE TO GATHER .RECIPES FROM VARIOUS 
MA~AZINES, NEWSPAPER "ARTICLES, ETC:. A~ RECIPes· ARE 
USUALLY PASSED DOWN FROM ONE GENERATION TO THE 
NEXT, AND FROM oNe FRIEND To ANOTHER, IT ·wouLD ee 
VERY . DlF.FIC~LT TO ACTUALLY COPYR~GHT A RECIPE.• . 

You MAY INFRIN~E .UPON A COPYRIGHT IF ' YOU SUB
MIT ~LL TH~ RECIPES IN ANOTHER COOKBOCK ·~R BRO

. CHURE. • • • • WE 'RE A . GOOD HALF ... WAY. - - SEND YOUR 
REC~P~S TO EMMA WUENSCH~. Me DADE, TEXAS 7~650. 

THANKS FOR THE REMINDER," COOKBOOk .COMMITTEE, 
1 HAVE SOME. GOOD. SLAVIC DISHES I WA~T YOU TO \JSE. 
EDITOR. 

"' t • • 
•••••••• 41 ••• 41 ..................... ................ • • ••• 

WENDISH. FOLk .SoN&••HANKA ·BUOZ WJESOLA• 
HANKA suo{ wJEsoLA,- Hou-~o· ~JANE, ·HoLi~o ·RJAN.f:. ' 
RunJel by njesyla .- zornJetko lane <r~peat> . 

• 
.. 


