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TEXAS SESQUICENTENNIAl SALUTE 
1836 - 1986 

The Texas Wend1sh Her1tage Society salutes the great 
State of Texas with the celebration of the 150th an­
niversary of its spirit-filled history during this 
monumental year of 1986. 

As a Certified Participant in the Sesquicentennial 
the Texas Wendish Herita~e Society is proud to review 
its own history aPd that of the Wends of Texas who im­
migrated to the lone Star State fo 1854. 
The ~HS takes note of the fact that during February, 
1986 the lutheran Schools in the State of Texas are 
celebrating their s~gnificart contributions to the 
progress and great~ess of the Lone Star State. One 
of the significant contribution~ made to the Texas 
celebration is tne publication of a Unit of Study 
for lutheran Schools entitlea, 11 The Wendish. 11 Written 
by Rebecca Ann Winkler, a student at Lutheran Concor­
dia College, Austin, Texas, the project is"A Mini­
Unit On The Heritage And'Roots' Of The Lutheran 
Schools In Conjunction With The Texas Independence 
Sesqui - Ceotenoia 1 Celebration. 11 

Souvenir Placemats, selling for just $1.50 by the 
TWHS, are a visual reminder of the vastness and rich­
ness of Texas. 

Before the end of .1986 the niH$ wi 11 rel; ve some of 
the rich heritage which is both Texas and Wendish. 
All members are urged to participate as actively as 
possible as events unfold during this historic year. 
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t1 ·~ , '~i1_ .wSLFT"'"C:R h pub-· 
l~~~Pi Q~drtcrly for the 
Meo11b~rs of tht! TWHS to en- . 
courage them to help save 
the W~r.Jish Keritage of the 
\-:er1ds of Texas, the irrrni­
gr~nts trom Lusatia in Ger­
ma!ly in 1P14. 
t<ea<.lers ~r~ eot.ouraged to 
suf)mi .. re\ls ~nd o~her inf'>r­
mation abcut thei~ Wendish 
Heritage. W~ite: Editor: 
TWHS NtWSLETTER, Rt. 1, Box 
172-A, Dime Box, TexdS 77853 

The TWHS does not in any way 
discriminate agdinst persons 
for their nationality, sex, 
rdce, or r~ligion. 
OF-F I CE_I§__Qf THE TWHS-1986 

LAVERNE GERSCH, President 
BILL DUB£, V1ce-President 
VIOLA ~PACEK, Secretary 
KEN WEIStK, ~reasurer 
L~Roy Paul, Board ~ember 
Rodgers Symm, Board Member 
EDITOR: Rev. John J. Socha, 
Ella Melde, Membershi~ 
P.O.Box 311, Giddings, Tx. 
78942 . 

Cookbook Chairman: Emma 
Wuensche, Rt. 1, Box 175t 
Me Oade, Texas /8650 
Dues are $10.00 per person 
per year, poyab1e at the be­
ginning of each year. 
The TWHS operates a Museum 
of Wendisg Culture at Ser~ 
bin, Texas, six miles south 
of Giddings, Lee County, Tx. 

VlSIT THE WENDISH MUSEUM 

WENDISH MUSEUM OPEN 
Laverne Gersch, newly e­
lected president of the 
TWHS announced the Wend­
ish Museum in Serbin will 
be open every Sunday from 
1 to 5 p.m. 
She also announced the Museum 
wou 1 d be open from l to 5 
p.m. Fr1day, January 31 
when the long-~eralded 
rexas Wagor. irlln will 
come to Giddings. Visitors 
from mi te5 arour.d ar~ ex­
pected to view t~e Wa~on 
Train, Jnd will be invited 
to VlSiti the we~1ish Mu­
eum. 

+ + t-

tiEND~ rG J\PPEAR AT SC'iOOL 

An ,nv,tation ~a~ bten ex­
tendeo to Rev. Jo~n ~. So­
c.h3 t~ ~· ~s~r.t " .:r"s"'am 
Jt th~ Ele'Tiert.~ry School 
in G.ddi~os, Mrs. Ann Camp­
be; 11 , Lcacr.er, or. Wednesda./, 
Feb. 5~h. ~e ha~ been asked 
to br t ng '~'.()men 1 n costumes, 
Wendish music. ~rtifacts, 
etc. 
The hour-long progrdm will 
feature stories about the 
immigration of 1854 and the 
settling of the Absalom Oe-
La Plain Survey by the Wends. 
Portions of the Oratoria, 
"Naleco'' by Zejler and Kocor, 
Folk-songs like "lubka Lilia, .. 
Hanka Budz Wjesola" and 
others, an exhibit of Wend­
ish colored eggs, noodle­
making, and the like. Many 
of the pupils are of Wend-
ish ancestry. 



l11fo SJbm' •.t(.d t"l) t~~~yn Ka~per; 

Or. Hart11uth Z·...~a~.,. o.- L.he D.O.R. sent us the author•s. 
original editur's notes and gal1ey proofs of Meine Lands-
1eute . Ellrl~er he had ;ent his book to the ffuseum.-
The Slav1clu:!s rnc;titeJ~ der UniversitH at Kfiln sent u~ 
a booK cntit'~d ' t...ie ... IHncr ~iedersor':Jische li~derh~nd5-
c.hrift with CCJ'•IIJfff.le-nts o? r>ro'TD ... H.c.n: Oelsch, lre 
dUthor. 
Evelyn l(a~pet .,a!l J••d1. ·~ • -:otJY ~f tn2 ~57 T.!=~a~Al:nanac­
;r. the Museum. 
Or. Jc~eph WiJ·vn''" buok or E>aot~::. .• •t:~' ;t.,:.;C"""d(j of Fa:;tor 
Jan Kilian is availtlb:~ fl'i)frist:ra:~ l.uth~C'h.u ... h~ 
Serbin, at the Giddings l)dnks. 11.1J fr~n. Gretchen's Book 
Store in Giddings. It is al:o ava1 lablt at the wen!ish 
Museum Gift Shop 

!) 0 0 

Henry Schl(ade, il former .Ccard Mem~r, and an arC:cnt sup­
porter of the Wcr•;ish Heritage SClcif'ty, !;Ubmitt:ed 1n "n­
teresting portion o1 ueo-Mdgt.zin, prir.teci entir·ely ln 
German. It is all at:0ut ~..,1,. iife and tJ.tJre of tt .•. ,orbs 
in present-Jay Wcn·1en1a.id - Lausi~z 1.1nder the <;oviet 
Soc1alistic gcv~rnance. Twu double-o~y? ~olor photo~ 
show eldet·ly Wendis.l1 •.vomen er,Joying a ljiJDSe·feothe.- .. u'il- . 
ing session, a~d the 0 ~nt Riders on the =~nal out 0f ~nd 
back to LUbben au. (We t'eca 11 some of the finest goo...t'i"~t 
eating at a LUhbcnau :-estdurant durir1g our 1982 tt rp to 
We~denland. Editor} 

0 0 0 

Help make the NEWSLETTER an interesting and enl1ghtening 
organ of the Texas Wendi_sh Heritage Soc1ety. of which you 
are a valued member. Send in news about your Wendish 
activities. Reunion information makes delightful reading. 
Send it to the Editor: Rt. 1, Box 172-A, Dime Box, Tx. 
77853. 

OUR SYMPATHY to the family of EDWIN G. KILIAN of Austin, 
Texas, grandson of the Rev. Jan Kilian, and son of Teacher 
Gerhard August Kilian, who died recently at Austin. Ed was 
a staunch supporter of the TWHSand will be missed. He was 
a loyal member of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Austin. where 
he was the head usher for many, many years. 



REBECCA ~~ .:..;.,W.:.;..IN=K=LE:..:...:.R WENOISH WOMEN QUIT COOKING 

Author of the Mini Teaching Gan you believe that Wendish 
Unit, The Wendish11 is the dau- \'.Omen wil1 ever quit cooking? 
ghter of of Rev. George and Mrs It is beginning to 1ook that 
Florence MichalK Winkler, now way! 
pastor of Grace Lutheran Church In 1975 the ~endish ladies 
Freeport, Texas. Grandparents accumulated favorite recipes 
are Oscar and Anna Winkler and from their files, and their 
Rudolph C. and Adele Michalk. friends ~nd relatives files. 
Both were originally from the We have a cookbook that has 
Lee County Area and later from sold exceptionally well. 
the Belton-Temple Area. Now we would like to publish 

a cookbook from the files of 
MINI-UNIT CONTENTS our new friends and newer 
I. Origin of Wends members. We also want recipes 
11. Life in Early Settlements from our faithful long·stand-
111. Early Lutheran Schools ing members that have become 
IV. Wendish Celebrations. favorites in the last ten 

years. Won't YOU support this 
The TWHS Newsletter commends project? 
Miss Winkler for her f1ne pro- Most of the recipes received 
ject which, if and when used~ to date have been sent by 
will enlighten children in the "out of state"members It 
Luth~ran Sc~oo1s of their rich looks like they ha~e ~ore 
Wend1sh her1tage, handed down recipes than we Texans do .. . 
by the Sla~ic descendents of 
the hardy pioneers who came overC~e on, let's have your re­
on the Ben Nevis and settled in c1pes. Send them to: 
whdt is now Lee County, Texas. Mrs. Emma Wuensche 
The TWHS Newsletter encourages Rt. 1. Box 175 
other young people to follow Me Dade, Texas 78650 
the example of Miss Winkler. Note: If you have the history 
Research the fascinating story or story about the recipe, be 
of the Wends of Texas. Record sure to send it also. 
your findings. Participate in 
Family Trees - genealogical Submitted by Joyce Dube, a 
studies. submit information Coakboo~.Committee Member. 
about the Wends and their fami- ~ ~ = = ~ 
lies to the Wendish Museum. MEETING OF TiiE TWHS Sunday, 
The time to start is NOW. Oon•t February 9, at Serbin. Plan 
put it off. Start today. to attend. Come and bring a 
Encourage your friends to becomefriend with you. 
members of the Texas Wendish Her- Enjoy visiting the Wendish 
itage Society. Send $10 now to Museum while you are here. 
P.O.Box 311, Giddings Texas 78942 Have you paid your dues? 




