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WEI'DS wt-0 CAME TO TEXAS l N 1853 ! 

ANNA Bl.AS IG' s_, lHE WEWS 0C TEXAS SAYS: ) N 1853 ll. 

GROOP OF THIRTY WEN)S ~ UJTHERAN FAITI-1 It+1IGRATED 

10 TEXAS VIA BERMEN. TI1EY WERE SHI~ECKED NEAR CUBA 
BECAUSE 1HE SHIP CREW 1-W) LOST ITS BEARit>GS, ACCiliD-

It-G TO HERMANN SCt-MIDT_, HIS GRAt{M)lHERJ ~IA Ml

OWJ< I®'JJSE., HAD LEARNED TO t-'AKE CIGARS ~ILE THE 

WENlS WERE STRAt()ED ON TH Is SPANISH I SlAt{) ••• I • ' 

~ KRAUSE w.\S ~N ruR I t-Il lHE VOYAGE BETWEEN 

OJBA AtV GALVESTON, SHE WAS TI-iE I:WJGHTER (l= CI-A IS
TOPHER ANl MARIA MICHAU< mAUSE a= I<LITTEN1 SAXONY, 

Wi> SffiLED AT FRaSBURG, TEXAS. Sl-1E OF TI1E OTHER 
·SETTLERS \ERE JaiN ~CK WI-D ALSO SffiLED AT FRELS-

BURG. ~ KASPER Al() fo'ATlliEW MATIHIEZ ~ SETilED 
AT t£W ULJw1, Ari:l t-'ATIHEW MITSCHKE hH) SETTLED AT 

ItnJSTRY, 

THESE COLONISTS MIGRATED TO THE GFWAN SETll..E
MENTS IN AUSTIN COOmY Nil COL..awx> COUNTY_, BECAUSE 
TH~ PROBABLY Kc\D READ GLQt#l~ ACCOONTS AEOJT TEXAS, 
ll£ LAM> CF O~ll:JNITY., WiiCH HAD BEEN W3llJEN BY 
FR I Em ICH ERNST, l+D FWN>ED UOJSTRY IN 1851, 
lHE lEN)S IN ruRN ~TE LEITERS 10 RB.ATIVES AN) 
FRIOOS IN GERWrt', URGINJ llfM TO ~E TO TIE LAN> 
CF ECOtDUC OPPORll.JNilY ANJ OF REl.JGlClJS AN> rol..I
TICAL FREBXJwl, 

. . 
Anne Blasig, The Wends of Texas, pp. 12-13. The 
Naylor Company. San Antonio, Texas, 1954. 



TRIBUTE TO ~LIAN by Weldon Me~siovsky 
(This is the conclusion of the story,"The Texas Wends 
How I t Really Happened, 11 by Weldon Mersiovsky, a fonner 
vice-president of the TWHS~ of Georgetown, Texas. The 
story ~as originally presented to the Lutheran Laymen's 
League Fellowship Club of Zion Lutheran Church, Walburg, 
and at the meeting of the TWHS Nov. 11, 1984. The latter 
was in commemoration of the 130th Anniversary of the Wend
ish Immigration, 1854 - 1984. Editor; JJS) 

And the Lord said: "I will give my people a sign that 
you will not see and words that you will not hear for the 
time is coming that I will take you My trusted servant to 
myself in heaven. Hearken now to these My words. In years 
to come I will cause to come into being a league of lay= 
men who love My word and love to tell My story and their 
purpose will be to bring the news of My Son Christ to 
the nations. And as long as they love to tell My story to 
their friends and neighbors and support the work of the 
church they will bring Christ to the nations and I will 
give them rest. But if they fail to train their sons and 
daughters in My ways and how to tell My story and fail to 
trust in Me then I the Lord your God wi 11 take away all 
that I have given to them and I will give it to the dogs 
and the cats of this world and My people will be sore op
pressed, and they will have no rest. 1 will test My people 
so that they will yield to Me, stop their sinful ways, and 
go tell others about Me." 

' 
And Jan. said, "Lord, it is good that You are a gracious 

God and that Your power and love is everlasting. It is good 
that though the earth should change, though the mountains 
shake in the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and 
foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult~ You 
are our Refuge and Strength, a very present help in time 
of trouble. It is good that You are a patient God for the 
Wends will try Your patience." 

And the Lord looked kindly upon His servant Jan Kilian 
and called Him to His own. The Lord looked kindly upon the 
Wends and caused them to prosper each in his own time and 
His own way. The Lord also continued to test His people to 
make them strong and as long as His people continued to 
tell His story and trust in His Word and instruct their sons 
and daughters in the righteous ways and faith of their 
fathers the Lord lifted His countenance upon them and gave 
them peace .... . That's the way it really .was and is and is 
to be. 



ERNST DUBE FAMILY BOOK KI LIAN GRA~· · r:~_T_E.!"'_ !XEf : 
--- -- -- Mrs. Mar i e Luecke, gr dnd-
Mbre and more fam il ies are daughter of the Rev. Jan 
publishi ng Family genealogies. Kilian and daughter of 
This is good. The Wendish Mu- Teacher G.A. Kilian, and 
seum is interested in acquiring his wife Anna Gersch Ki l -
copies of these geneal og ies. ian, 87, died in Austin, 
I have a copy of a mimeod Texas Su n., July 7. Burial 
Booklet enti tl ed, De~cendants was at the Giddings Ceme-

h t o b F '1 l tery. her home town. wit~ 
of .!..!!. Ernes ~ am l y_ ....!l a Servl"ce at Immanuel Lutl. Amer1ca, 1854 - 1978, publ ish-
ed June , 1978. Th is is an upda t e Church, Giddings, cond~ct~d 
of the f ami ly t ree of June, 1955 b~ t he pastors, Rev. W1l:e~n 
at the 4th Ernest Oube Family Re- M1 chal k and Rev . Robt.KO:!r119 
union. (ERNST is t he corr ect Marie was a dedicated menber 
spelling of the name of the fam- of the TWHS. She was al~s 
ily patriarch). a ppreciat ive of dny renen-

Contributors to t he booklet brance of her family and 
were: Mrs . Olga Moerbe, {The t he ir con tribution to til! 
Schneider Fami1y) 9 Mrs . Gladys cau se of t he Wendish imnn~ 
Holmes (Blasig Family) . Victor gration and colonization It 
Krause. (Krasue Family}, Mrs . Ser bin. Her father, Gerhprd 
LaVerne Blaylock (Ma nn Family) August Kilian. born just 
Edmund Dube (Karl Ou be Family) two years before the Wend-
Adele Jenke (Augu st Du be Family} ish Imm igrat ion of 1854, 
and Ted Lammert (Lammer t Family). was an acco~plished musi~ 
Bekki Lamnert, Ru th Handerson cian and \12S we11-known for 
Boethel, and Joyce Lantnert Sch- his outstanding organ pl•y-
erer Dube did much of the pro- ing ability. 
duction \t.Or k. 

Michael Dube died on baord Your editor received muc~ 
the Ben Nev i s on Sept . 20, 1854, encouragement from Mrs. ~-
and was buried in Ireland. A ecke to do research of th~ 
daughter, Marie~ died near Hou- Wends. She supplied him 
ston on Dec. 22. 1854. The widow with many pr~mary sourc e 
of Michael Oube was Johanna Ro- materials about Rev. Jan 
sina Oube. She died in Serbin Kilian. 
on Aug. 19, 1889 at the age of Mrs. Luecke was married~ 
82. She is buried at the Serbin P~H. Luecke, Who preceded 
Cemetery. For further info a- her in death in 1971. He 
bout the Ernst Dube Famil~ Book was an active Giddings mer-
contact Ted Lammert, P.fr. ox chant and community 1ea~-
752, Katy, Texas, 77450 They had no children. 
WORK ON YOUR OWN FAMILY TREE!!! Asleep in Jesus: 



~LT 
1r .. ' :::H ORPHJ.\NS - 1854 ---

In a l etter to Rev. W. A. PASSAVANT at Pittsburght ~a . 
May 16, 1857, Rev . Jan Kilian memtions: nlastly I express 
my delight in Your report that LITTLE ORPHANS OF OUR HEAVILY 
DISCIPLINED COMPANY WITH MRS. RICHTER FOUND A HOME UNDER YOUR 
CARE IN YOUR CITY. I am greeting them. We are not yet able to 
send thell a ''Scherflein," (mite}~ because we not yet got one 
crop in Texas, wherefore my people sometimes struggles with 
d;fficulties. of aliment (sic). The merciful God bless you 
and your Orphan's Home with everlasting goods. In our Lord 
Jesus Christ I am yours, John Kilian, minister.~ 

Also, an article in The Missionary, edited by Re. W. A. 
Passavant, Pittsburgh, Pa., Thurs., March 22, 1860, Vol. V
~o. 9, Whole Number 217~ gives additional bits of information 
about the children orphaned by the tragedies created by tra
gedies created by the Yellow Fever epidemic which struck the 
immigrants shortly after arriving at Galvestion. Dec. 14,1854, 

The article states: ••a may not be generally known that 
we have three little Serbian orphans in the Home and Farm 
School - one having died - Whose parents were among the vic
tims to the yellow fever on their. arrival in Texas. They were 
sent to us by the Genman missionary in Houston in charge of 
a widow woman {Mrs. Richter, according to Rev, Kilian}whose 
husband also died at the same time. Many of the above parti
culars have been obtained from her. and will be found, in the 
main, to be reliable.u 

Editor's Note: Here ·is a good research project for some
one: Who were the orphans? Who were their parents? Who lCS 
Mrs. Richter? T~ Richters.are mentioned in the Ship's Re- i 
gister of the Ben Nevis: Ho. 115 RICHTER. Carl Ernst and .,,, 
No. 122. RICHTER. Joh. Gottlieb Ernst, Mason. wife Hanna and 
two sons: Simon Johannes and August Herrman, who died Nov. 12 
Hope someone w111 do th1s research! 

NOW IS THE TIME FOR ALL GOOD MEMBERS OF THE TWHS TO PAY 
THEIR DUES. JUST $10.00 TO BE A MEMBER OF ONE OF THE MOST 
UNIQUE OF ETHNIC ORGANIZATIONS IN AMERICA. THE T\liS. 

NOTE: Vivian F. Taylor is Geneology Chairman of the WEND
ISH MUSEUM. Send her your FAMILY STORY: P.O.Box 311, G1d
d1ngs, Texas 78942. 

THIS ENDS VOLUME vt.r have enjoyed the past sfx years of 
humble efforts in behalf of the TWHS SOciety Newsletter.JJS 


