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Mo· ' ON LUSATIO.N It-l" THE MAKING 

INTERPR~wS-FILM in Wars~~, Poland, informs us that 
they, in cooperation with "Serbska Filmova Skupina" 
at Bautzen, are making a 30-minute documentary en
titled "DIRECTION - BAUT:~EN" - that tells about the 
2nd Polish Army fighting for liberation of Lusatia 
in April 1945. BOZYDAR RJ:SSALSKI, writing to your 
editor, says, "The f 11m ,.,i 11 also present old babi ts 
/"Keklerio" for instance'? and contemporary pictures 
of Lusatia. ,, He continue~:, "In the future we are go
ing to make a film about Lusatian habits and folk 
presented in songs, dance-s, and art." He concludes, 
''We shall appreciate any information if your Society 
is interested in buying such kind of films on 16 mm 
or video U-mat i c PAL-6257'' 

WUENSCHE RESEARCHING 11 BEN NEVIS" 

FRED WUENSCHE of Houston, son of Past-President, 
Rev. R. H. Wuensche, writes, 11 As a member of the 
TWHS, I'm researching the 11 Ben Nevis .. , hoping to 
eventually build an accurate scale model of the ship 
f o r p r e s e n t a t i o n to t he S ,J c i e t y ' s m u s e u m • " 

There is just a limited a~ount of information that 
has been available about the great sailing ship so 
Wuensche is anxious to he~r from any of our readers 
who may have some informa ·':ion about the "Ben Nevis." 
Send information to: Fred R. Wuensche, 13002 App l e 
Glen, Houston. Texas 7707~. 
(Ed. Note: We were proud "1:0 see the "Ben Nevis .. float 

in the . Giddin~IS Geburtstag 113 Parade 
Saturday, October 13. Our thanks to Mr. 
Herbert Falke ~nd all who rode aboard the 
11 8en Nevis ... 

EDITOR SPEAKS TO LEE COUNTY HERITAGE SOCIETY. Your 
NEWSLETTER Editor spoke to the Lee County Heritage 
Society Thursday, October 18 about the fabulous 
story of the Wends of Texas and their Anniversary 
Immigration, and about th~ Rev. Jan Kilian, the grea1 
man of God, who led ~he Wendish Immigration. 

0 0 0 

THINK WENDISH, TELL YOUR FAMILY ABOUT THE WENDS. 
THANK GOD FOR REV, JAN KILIAN AND THE lMMIGRANTS . 



ZWAHR FAMILY REUNION 
On Sunday, June 10, the ~4th annual KARL ERNST 
ZWAH~, Sr. Family Reunior was held at the American 
Legion Hall, Needville, 1exa~, with 312 f ~ily mem
bers present at the noon meal, more arriving later 
for the afternoon activities. (Descendants of a 
brother, Georg Adolph Zw~hr, hold an annual reunion 
each July at Burton, Tx.) The families of a Zwahr 
son and daughter. KARL EFNST ZWAHR Jr. and MARTHA 
Z¥AHR MILLER, were in ch~.rge of the arrangements. 

A casette recording in Wendish of "The Lord's 
Prayer" and "My Country 'Tis of Thee 11 was played 
prior to the noonday mea:, followed by the playing 
of Wendish music from tht . Lausitz during the meal. 
For the afternoon entert<in~ent, music in English, 
German and Czech, for lit.tening and dancing, was 
provided by ''The Boehnemc:.nn Country Crossroads 11 

band, 
Prior to the afternoon business meeting conducted 

by E. A. REEK, special rf•cognition was given to two 
surviving Zwahr children in attendance, ANNIE KRA
MER and SOPHIE MC DOUGAL. The other two surviving 
children, BETTIE WRUCK a r:d ELIZABETH MILLER, were 
unable to be present because of illness. A total of 
62 gifts, most handmade, were given as door prizes, 
with Susan B. Anthony sL.ver dollars presented to 
all babies present who h·ad been born since the pre
vious June. AGNES (SCHOEllEL) DEMANETT of Hamilton 
City, Calif., won the pr~ze for traveling the long
est distance. Additional prizes were given to the 
oldest male present, ALPHONS SERVIERE; oldest fe
male. HILDA (CESINGER) C~.ARK; couple married long
est, HENRY AND OLIVIA (M:LLER) TIELKE; couple mar
ried the shortest time, !>ALE AND PAMELA (TRIGGS) 
STRINGER. 

The families of two Zwahr sons, OTTO ZWAHR and 
FRIEDRICH "Fritz" ZWAHR 0 will be in charge of the 

1985 reunion, which will be held at Needville on 
the second Sunday in Jun!. 

KARL ERNST ZWAIIR, Sr., patriarch of the family, 
was born in 1857 in BinnAwitz bei Grosspostwitz, 
and died in 1942 at Need ·1ille, Tx. He arrived in 
Texas in 1882. 



The NEWS 'TER of the ~1854--19841 
Texa s WEn . i s h Her it age UO: -
Society, 1-J ea dquart e r ed 

1
1T WAS DURING THESE VERY 

a t the Wendlsh H erl t ~ gr.: : CAYS.~ SEPTEMBER 10 TO DE
t-1use um r n Serbin, Texas 1

1CEMBER 14.~ 1854 .. 130 YEARS 
Is pul !shed a t Di me Box AG01 THE IMMIGRATION OF 
Texus:-quurterl y . THE WENDS WAS IN PROGRESS, 
QEEL£ERS of the TWH S arJIT SEEMS QUITE FITTING THAT 
BT II Qu~ ~ . Rt. 2, Box13~ THE TEXAS WENDISH HERITAGE 
Burton, Tx . 77838, Presr-SOCIETYJ WHO HAVE ORGANIZ
dent ; Weldoi)_M_er~ovsky, ED TO PRESERVE THE WEND-
2123 Elysian Fi e ld~ Au~-ISH HERITAGE.~ SHOULD MARK 
tin, Tx . 78758, Vl ce -Pr1_THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 130 
s ldent; 01 rvia ~1ak 161 ANNIVERSARY OF THE IMMIG
Ea s t flve;u-e ,- Katy, Tx. 7 RATION, MANY IMMIGRATIONS 
449 , Treasurerr Adele HAVE GONE DOWN IN AMERICAN 
~n ... 3010 L a~kn Oil~, j HISTORY, INCLUDING THAT OF 
Hou~ton, Tx . 77092, SecJ THE PILGRIMS TO PLYMOUTH 
retary; UJ_g__~e.l.d..e.., 95.5 ROCK.~ BUT NONE.~WE FEELJ 
North Chambers, Gidd lng CAN QUITE COMPARE WITH 
Tx. 78942, Membe r ship I THE IMPORTANCE AND DRAMA 
Sec r etary; OF THE WENDISH IMMIGRA-
John_L So!;ha .~._Rt. 1, 1 TION ABOARD THE FA 1~THFUL 
Box 172-A, Dime Box, Tx.l NS~ILIN~ SHIPJ THE BEN 
NEWSLETTER Editor. tVlS, WE THANK GOD FOR 

The Texas Wend l sh Heri
tage SocIety i s a non
profit organization and 
In no way discrfminates 
in matters of ra ce, r e 
I igion, or eth nic back
ground. 
Financ i a l co ntributi ons 
t o th e Texas Wendlsh 
Her itag e Society a r e 
tax-deductible. 
Membership Dues are $ 10 
per pe r son , per year , 
a nd may be se nt to: 
TWHS, P.O.Box 31 I, Gid
dings, Tx. 78942. 

Send a lI NFWSLETTER 
=orr esponden ce to the 
Edit or; see abov e. 

THE RICH HERITAGE THAT 
HAS BEEN HANDED DOWN TO 
US BY THE WENDS OF TEXAS. 

[}8?.~ - 1984 1 

THE REV. JAN KILIAN.~ 
LEADER OF THE WENDISH lM
MIGRATIONJ AND PASTOR OF 
THIS FAMOUS IMMIGRATION 
CONGREGATIONJ DIED ONE 
HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPT. 
12J 1984. AS WE THANK GOD 
FOR THE IMMIGRATION1 SO 
WE THANK AND PRAISE HIM 
FOR HIS GIFT OF THE REV. 

JAN KILIAN 




