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fellow f~enbel'S of the Texas W(::idish Kerita3e Socif.:ty: 

we s~ .~d fra te:rna 1 greetings to all who ho 1 d membership 
in the Texas \-lendish Heritage Soc.iety aro~·nd the world, 
I>.Jt especia11y to those ;.;'!'olive in LU5,ATTA., the origi
r .... l h""lle Qf the Wft'WS {Sorbs} \';ho carne to Texas in the 
;,,fllig:ation of 18511 under the lea'~~rship L f the Rev. 
JAN KILIAN. r..s mo:·e and lizore of us in /..'11erica t.1 a"el 
to Gerruarsy ar.d visit with the W£N!)S still living th~re 
\ie 1c. .. rn to ;ppt·eciate the herit('=-e that has been hand
ed dJr;n to us. 

In this· i ssuc we \tii n hear from ROBERT R. ROBINSON -
ZWA~ of lubbock. Texas. who had an exciting extended 
visit to W£NDENLAND. 

~Je • 11 also hear from B. E. Bil i BIAR of Dc:.vcr, Co 1 o., 
who has recorded 11'1Jch valu~ble information 't!hich ncQrJs 
to br: shared with thr-c;~ who are trying to gain a gr<atet 
kno~:edge of the WENDS. 

1 Will a1SO be ~ak1ng rPfercnCeS tO my OWn enjoyable 
visit to the home cf th~ ~ENDS in May of 1982. Look 
for t'·e article aboJt the Wendish folk Song, "HANKAt 
BUDZ ~;J£SOLA 1' which wa s taught to me by the HERLOGS 
and t'he BREJERS at the lovely hamlet, KOTITZ, where 
Rev. ,lan Kilian had his first parish after serving as 
an assistant at HO:HKIRCH. 

You'll wa 11t t.o be sure to rPad the r~port by DAPHNE 
DAlTON GAkRETT of Houston, Texas. It is about an ar
ticle researched by Albert Blaha, a Czech desct Jant 
from Dime Box, Texas about the famous BEN NEVIS. 

John J. Socna, Edito~ 
Rt. 3, Box 278 
Giddings, Texas 78942 



The Lo~ '~--:. r::.lu . -.ted i" · - S~pt o . 4, lf ::.,2 

o •• the inspection ot' a noble vesael-no·w lying in the Salthouse dock 
at Liverpool, f1tt1ng out for the Au~tral1an passenger trade. 5~e is 
c ~lled the Ben Nevis, &nd will form one of the White 3~ar line of 
packets , consigned to Messrs. Pilkington & Wilson of Liverpool •. The 
Ben Nevis is of 1420 tons register, and ~000 tone burden, and hae capaci+ 
for carrying 650 passengers; but the number, we understand, will be 
restricted to a much less amount, for tne great~r · comfort of tae passengers 
who may ens~e:e. She ~a 180''in length, with 38t''breath of beaa:: •. 
Co~m~nding as a frigate in appearance, ~he ~ Nevis 1s of very hand-

. some model, and she si 7-s upo:-1 t.he water with an ease and grace: that. 
~fford the happiest augury as to her sailing qualities. Her f4gure-
he~d is a Highl~ndman in full costume,~ and the vesJel carries on her 
stern the Caledonian arma. -Colo~ially built, · tne ~Nevis is of immense 
etrength, and nothing seems to have been omitted, eitner in ~e~ build or 
fittings for the safety and convenience of the passengers. 

With the exception of a small house 1n the centre, the up~er o~ epsr 
deck presents a beautifully cle~r run fore and aft, and ls especially 
fr~e from those obstructions at the side of-a vessel which often inter
fere so muc~ with a promenade. The length of the house on deck 1s 40 
feet by 16 feet, and the first comp~rtment of this which we enter ls the 
cookinf g~llery or caboose. ~ell protected by metal platin5 fcom the 
possibility of accident by fire, this apartment possesses capacity, 
accord1ng to the standard adopted by the Government emigr~t1on o~ficers, 
to cook for 800 peo~le. 1n the next co~partment to the passenger's 
caboose, and separated by a bulk-head from the other, is the ah~p's 
cookins appar~tua, through which, by doors and windows, there will always 
be circulating a fine current of air. And nere we find some ingenious 
instances of the economy of apace for stowage practised on bo~rd ship, 
for, 1n unconsi~ered corners of this small room there are po1ntej out a 
w~ ter-t9.nk, 11 locrl.ers '' for bread, potatoes, co~la, a.nci the a mali stores 
of the Cl"ew, and also a stand for the 11 harneas" cooks, stewards, and 
other petty officers; and at the extreme end of the range 1s a 11 Shop 11

, 

or very convenient apartment for serving out food to the passengers, 
where the purser and his assistants have every accommodation. 

Further on, and nearer to the stern, a beautiful little room has been 
fitted up with stained gl9.ss windows, as the ship's "notel 11

• A+.. thE' 
Stem On 93.Ch S1•ja Of the Wheel-~OUSe, accommodation has been provideci 
as a lounging-pl9.ce and smoking room. The vessel is sup?lied with a fire
~n~l~e and fo~ce-pump, situated in the forecastle, with a length of 
leatner hose which could be carried to the remotest corner of ~he ship 
!n c~se of fire; le9.den pipes in connexion wlth the p~p run right round 
the vessel ; and by this means the cisterns, &c, are supplied with water; 
t~iree pipes rising to the spq,r-deck from her lower hold, filling the 
deck c1 st e~"ns with a full day's supply •. 

.... 
In the main saloon the berths are paneled 1n golj and white, the 

floor has a Brussels c~rpet, and the settees and sof~s are covered with 
silk velvet and rich t~pesty; the couE d'beil being much hei~htened by 

• the be~utiful stained glas3 VAntilator shafts, wn1cn run from tnc sp~r
deck even into the nold. In the after saloon~ whlcn is beautifully 
i1ghted by tha stern windo·l{s of unusu9.l size, bath-rooms are fitted up, 
and in the locality the c~pta1n will fix his G ~rters. Owing to her 
gre~t brenth of be9.m, the bertn.s oa board the~ Nevis are ae coz:modious 
as those of any ship aflo~t. !he height between decks is about seven 
feet, ~nd we have now only to notice what forma th~ chief peculiarity 
and excellence of the vessel--the perfection of her lighting and 
ventilation. The between decks are c·neerfully light and airy, and 
we unjerstand that the Government Emm1gratio~ Offlcer h~s express~d nls 
high approv~l of the vessel, especially :n t~ose respects. 

Tne B~ Kevis will b~ com~anded by Cap~ain Herron, an exper~cncod 
anlp-m~ster, under whose perso~al auper~ntendence she nas been ~i~ted 
ur: .. She will sail, 1 t is understood., about the lOth of ::>eptember ~ · 



BILL BIAR~ Denver Col!)rado · 
~ -

Here are ~ome e.xc~rpts :F.rcxn his qCCQJ.Jnt of hts-t-~.;to~?an 
~ip :in · ~ay and June, .J?B2, · JJs; · Edft~r. . . .. 

May·?0,· 1982 .. Our ' flight to Europe · started em SundJy. 
aftel' noon at Bb..-.... t·3 P.M. We .flew on a chartd' tlight · 
provided by Co~or;Airlines. a subsidiary of the G~r~an 
Lufthansa.-•• directly to frankfurt. · We 'rented an Opel : 
Kadett and drove to OUs'seldorf. ·June 2 .:... We dro:~~e to . 
Hohenlimburg, , a small industrial city of 25.ooa··- the 
best-kept city ~we got to· see_.this : trip·. 
June 4 ~We drove to J~~.;.proceeded to· OsnabrL~~ P-te. 
{We ' skip; the next teh days~·to~br·ing.you.to Bill''s visit 
to. East Germany~ ·Editor) ) 
June 15 - Bi 1 r 'Wi nterhager_· tobk rna to NlJr bbl?rg where· our 
train. left· at. ll A.M.'en route· to East Gemany.All .pe:~~·- .. 
not ~oing .to the East · must get off. the ·trcdn at Hof. we 
arrived at BAUTZEWat 8;15_ P.M. where Horst Sl • ilicder 
picked me up in his= Russian-built Volga and in ao ti1.1.1e 
we were at the apartrDent above · the kitchen flu uit1Jre 
store now called !'Ktfcheh Bjarn· not far fran the rail
roard station:: 
June 16' ... Horst and .r went to a ''Kaufhalle" ·(super mar · 
ket): .to buy .some po.ta toes but there w~re POne. Oo,. ~r 1"~. if 
of the shelves .1n the market were ernpty. Fresh ve!let.a
bles consisted of scme•leaf lettuce, ·sOOle KohlJ ·abi and 
onions. ~There were ·plenty of canned b~ets from Poland . . . 
.• . June17· - Left the· house at 8 A. M . . .• We Wt::nt to an 
lntershop (a store ·that se1ls ~pecial items for Westt:.• n 
money onlyt and bought a number of · itO'lls such as ff: .:., 
canned pi,nea pp 1 e s and c hoco 1 ate bars. Then we <l rL . to 
Baruth To:·see Pastor: Phillip., He had the church" ·ks 
for both Bar.uth· and Grtiditz ... I traced the Biai·s Lack 
two more generations ... (Jan .Bia1~ born in 1751. .. Ar:other 
Jan Biar born 12-15--1719; . . 
June 18 ~ At 7:10 A.M. I was on the train he~~:ng back 
to West Germany ..• I brought back 11 books an. a typic a 1 
Wendi sh 'pi,tcher the Sclmi eders gave me ..• 
June 19 ~ rented a Ford Fiesta and drove to Toeging am ~ 
June 20 ~ Went to church in Neu~tting, the church in 
which we were married in ·1947. 
June 21 ·- We returned to Munich.· • • Everyope ~i~s· jnterest
ed in the World Cup which was being played in ('p,ain. 
June 22,:. We 'roailed -a 12 pound pac~age hr~roe, mc...tly 
books.· June.23· drove to Roth.J.~,lune 24, F11ially got· to 
see Rothenburg: Returned to.Oenver from Frankfurt ·Jn 
schedUle;' June ·27 ::c. · 



ROBERT ,R.- 'NSON..lZWAHR;L.>lu·hiY.ck•·.1eiaS~$ 
11 We had -sue~ a wonderfUl .time in' the' DDR. and 1:he beaut; .. 
ful :Lausiti:; Our.'onlf regr.et. bei n9 that nune.days_ was -
just too shor·t of·.ia time to' -have jn; ta'usitz: : There was .:; 
not.·any space ~v~ilable· to -stay _in Bauizen due to a,. 
Sorbi sh meeting~~· Th.Er qeisebll " O,J t1owever. found accano.o
datibns .for us at·. the Holel in>nearby.Jierrnhut:' •. It' was 
really. _nice-;· ••. :.ctualli we ·(:OUld· get i.nywhe're we want~ as-: 
quh.k.Jy;from there as~ had.we be'en stayi_ng in Bautzen. ~ 

(Note: Anyone ·interested ~n learning ~re abl')ut Bob 's .
tr1p, · pl~ase.cqntatt: him at~ his -address:· 380r. - 57.th:· ~ 
Street,- ·Lubboc.k .~Texas 79413\') His. te1e·p~o·ne number ·; s:' 
806/197-2181: Yo\.ldJl'lfi~··Bob a most 1nteresting.friend·,• 
to· cOOiliU ni ca te :_with··'· HiS • inter-ests" in the Wends-~ .. the . 
Gei111ans;~ ~tc ~ .. are-dyl'tarnic· ••. You 111\ ·want~ to get better. ·. 
c.cqu& inted w1 th-hiiJI: as. yo_u get~ to· !moW"· him •. 

A descendant- of~ tht'ee pioneer·iGennan--Te)can Verein .fami
lies·:- The Sremers-;:. Seilers and.:f<reitzes-Robert R.:· "Bob•.•. ' 
R;">t.inson-Zwahr', born -in· west Texas· in. 1940 and reared ;n
that sectioirof the:· stat~.~.recejved his BBA' degree frcn., ; 
the Univers.ity::_pf Texas at·Austjh in 19631"' While at UT; 
he received additional·schoolfng . in' Mexico ·and Germany . 
In 1970, Bob had. his: working .career ended by _rheumatoid .;. 
arthritis·~ ·- ~nd he· haS.-sinte (iovoted his' energi es and.: 
resources to -a contihUal.·'hi'storical .. research begun as .. 
a t.tenager on the German and WendiSh-Gennan el enents in 
Texas-. A member of · the'.Sons:of.'the Republic of Texas~~ 
the German~ Texan ·Ht:.ti tage:. Society.- the Society for the 
Developnent of German in .. Texas·,· the' Texas Wendi sh Heri
tage_Society and rhany .,othei"- lotal ~l state.and national . 
geoeolo'gical t' histoNca1 and tu1tural ·organizations,-· 
he. is· a strong adY6cate of all I ethnic · ~roups preserving 
their own unique identities •. Bob ierves as a Special 
Consultant to the German-Texan Heritage_ Society and is · 
a fo11ner Associate Editor.of . thc Journal of.German-Ameri
• "-~n Studies. 

bOB has just published a two-Volume set of books enti-. 
tled . Die Bremerverwandtschaf t in Desutschland und in. 
Texas {The Breners. and ·.Their Kin· in. Germany and in Texas), , 
Vol woes I (666 pages) . ~nd II (984 p_ages ), : contain· a total 
of 1650 pages (s~ze 8l:;lcl03/4.- ·inthes),japproximate1y · 
2,200 tl1ctures (as wel l' as· many other_ illu-strations}.~ a · 
bibliography' and a ·surname ·; ndei ·(containing about 7,400 
ir.:iividual ·family names)l·Cost·is $50-..00 per set.~ .- · · 
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Anl.o, bui wJo\~a ' 

Anko. bui wjo!-t)lc, 
zowco t} r~dne, i,,, .. (;o ty r~;lne. 
Rowroi by njc~cJ: I(!'r~k~ t~· i&-.0

"'10, 

ro\••noi by njes:!!lo ~rn:.t, t.Y ,C.,\..i,,o, 

An~o. bui wjosob, 
gl<'ld"-e mc:i Wk ~~:, c/o.llcf I '0~ v·fc•!.ki. 
Nc-lcloduj do s ··1;o £1o~r·:-~e kloski, 
1cktod~..:; do snc.ptJ rl.)st., ~ kl~ski. 

i\rko, bui wjosolo, 
Jvbje Se S<ne]oi, 1~,1';-jc ~_, oo'.JO!.. 

5}·-Ji ty ~)lOla, \..'e !:.o.J t'( rme;os, 
sy-li t1 ~yrota, kl~ln ly ~n,:.jo.S.. 

Anka, bsi wjoso'a , 
r~na ty toia, r.;.~"'a ty ro'-c. 
Blido ~i psildywo :.:!:!~1:1 o bro. dc:. 
blido si psiksywa 7::1_,;-,n a brozdo. 

t :-Jr•ko, buO.:.i. "j,.~ola 

.H .nL.a, budi wje.soto, 
ho:i:o rjone. hoi:.:., rjone. 
"Rurojr-.! by IIJC~ylo ror!lj~sko ione, 
rur:j~z by njesylo 70rnj~::Co ia;'le. 

11 ... 1~a. budi WjP:o~olo, 
h1oc/~e mas .-.•16ski, hlndkc ma; w:oski. 
'!\l~.lloduj do !'• 1pc, rlo::: .. ;ne lcloski, 
no:.;oduj do !no: pc, 7li'cone 'k!5s~ti. 

H~r.l..a, bucl::. wj.:-sola, 
l1.11:lje so ~mcjc~. lubj~ so smi:je~. 
'Sy-li 1~i .. yro!icc, chleh.., ty Z•I"H~jes, 
sy-li tE'z syro:<o, ~.hl~b'- ty ~m~jd. 

lic:-• 1 :::r, bud.: wj~~olo, 
rjono ty roia , rjono 1y rozo. 
Blid~o ci pfilo.rrw" wosrj~dk o wloio, 
bl;dko ci prikrywo wosrjP.cll. 0 w'.;io. 

"Hanka. budz wjesole," m<}ans, "Anna, be joyfuL" 
This fo 1 k SC!l9. and 11 LUb'ka ,_ n ija II were taken from c. 
lovely co1Jcct~on of Wendish Fen Songs in Lo~:er and 
Upp~r Lu sa ti;.n, SPc:·. ·.-. :y W D•1i·1WitlSKICH 51<UPINACH, 1979. 
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Ju - b::.~ sy ~ d.. - so we. _ TTm)O. 

"'o- JQ. 1y q :lu - .sa • '.: __ •n-ni! 

lub\~ !•lujo 

lull leo lcl •. jo. ri ~'lje •ckwitlo! 
tovwi.•o b.-une, b n .. ne v: :;,;::ico $C O ~~ kumn jo, 
moja lubo$C ~~ o du~o w~ rnnj?. 

Goi si njewii r., jc s~ ;•duzym. 
tot, ' Ito brun~ • • • 

R~:l; r:'l'l jon i~:o rr: tl!bje psirc~"nc.r.;. 

to>~~c•o brLJne . .. 

Nic njc.-poiedcTT\, 90i si v,c.,dkom. 
to ,vc~c l::rune . . 

Mojo bo~otstwc lwojc l o.J ':>o~c jo. 
lo>'·i.fO 1::-·unf~ . , , 

A rod Volumrjei ~ \&1, oje->~!-1 t~~;e mel. 
ioweko brune .. . 

L1•':>ko lilijo 

l ·.blto lihjo, r;. :- · - ~ .' i·lo! 

I i~i to bru-.!?, brune woc.o. ~yr kL mno. 
•odo~c mojo H ' o ddo we r'ln i t 

I tcl(i ~c r..~w;diLI, CI:!'PJ" rn do i-u 
1-iolco, bru:"e .. . 

Po•11o jcncJ.iclom, tebje p iirlli"O"'. 
H~ lco. brune . . . · 

l-l.1rjn rnc ;.i;ollmn, h~yi cc .,.;.l(o;;:.-n , 
Holco. bru11 e • • . 

Slo m. zenjc. chen, 'Ym·l• b:ez te !:je! 
H':>,-'>. br~.one , . , 

P.orre wum rfk c.ocyl. r;tt.:l-o teOJ~ rd !. 
holco, brune .• • 

This beautiful Wendish FoH Song is \'Jell k.11own to the 
membet s of the Texas Wendish Heritage Society in the 
Giddings area. 
The wor-ds on the 1eft are in Lower Lusatian; on the 
right, in U~per lu~a~ia". JJS 



lh~ NEWSLEH <Dfl .th£. Ttxo.A WET, An Ir.t.Vt.na.ti.oMl. 
!rJP.Y!Lii.J.h HVL<. ... ~~ ·~pe,i.~.tK, kerui- Mrnt:Jzt.y o/.. .the. bJoJtld Poe.
q~M.e.d tU: .(.n£ \J~n~ M~e.um Vz.y SoUdu lnt~c.onU-. . . . . . . . ~~ 
hl. SeJLb.i.il.1 Tu; . .i-5 1 .r...b p!bll.!t~ed 11en.t.ltt_, fJ..vt~h 1912, Vet .. 
qufJ)zjeJd.'l• · · . . · · ·. ~~ · No. ·3, pa_9e·ll .pub-
t:VITOR: Johr; 1. S"cha.; h·~hed a poem; . 11lREtS Of 
Of"fiCE:R.S fOR J 983; TAE ~NDS" ' {)y lbuise· La-
P~tuide.n.t: -~.fl. ««e•"~r.:.e.; I1:ar from Cal~fornia: 
S ee~t.eta.JLy:· k!.~ It :l.l..:; n; 
TltetU~WLVL :" V eil.a. M•:Lf .t.l'l.4; 
Mera beJ!h hip: r.u.a. Me/...de 

· os s N. c;liVl:bVt.& 
GJ..dcU.J1Jll, r-x.U942 

l!embe..~U>1U,p Vuu; $·t;.OO, pcx 
peJz.Oon, peA !fetlll., r~ ·td rr.a.y be. 
.be.n.t tfJ T'REASURER: T.(I.~.J?.S. 
P • .O.Box 311 t G.{f!Ci..~¥JA, Te.>:. "..6 
78942 
Pl1 ~t 'PJJ.e-6-i.dcn.t; T~ l.c.t:lfllVLt 

MC'..il c..U. NHt'SLEffiR M '.~-ER.IA~ 
i:fJ: John J. Soc..M., 

P.O. Box 1&0 
G.i.d~ll t r~. .. 1 g :;4 2 

000 

The. rex~ r.t:e•tdiAh f.'Vt.ita.ge. 
Soue:ty i-.6 a. r:.on-p.>;.o6.i.t oJJ..
ga.,U..za:U.on a.nd ..C:.t'l. r:.o J,'.'l.!f d.W
Cll.-im-i..na-t eo J.n ~o.UeJL-6 c .6 J;..ac. e. 
ILeLig.Wr., OIL e;t(;Mf' r"''tC.h.
g.wt..fld. 

F.hta.nc.ial. c. o l'lf"M b!l..t.; o rt.6 t.o 
.the. Texa..6 U.'enfuh He.IU..tage 
.Soci..ety Me. tJU -d P.t!•lc.ti bit.. 

oOo 
~. ~ YOU AT THE 1f~AS FOL~LIFE 
ftST!VAL IN SAN ANTONIO, Augr 
4-.1 o..t :the. WHJOISH BOOTH. 
~ON KNIPPA, C~tman. 
TELL YOUR J t\1 tJi!J S ABOUT THE 
TEXAS WENDI~H Ht.RJT~GI SOCII
TV. HNITE THEM TO JulN. 

Young d ... u~iters of the W~:.·lds 
Don mist white veils ana 
Bridal gowns of bl~ck lest 
You forget the rocky paths 
Ahead and windswept early 
traves. 
Your fat! .-~rs ¥:a 1 ked b 1 eak 
Texas miles, possessi~ns on 
Their backs and tamed the 
hostile soil. Proud Wends, 
They were of Slavic blood, 
No longer outcasts, n ither 
Serfs far from the Ger-man 
River Spree. 

In Serbin, Te~as. flm~ers 
P.ul~ and your grandchild
ren's children stand as 
Straight as trees trained 
By your hands. 
Although your ~cndish 
Tongue is still-no dances 
r4or fo 1 k songs, arM te 
cliurch pin ars still rise 
high above your hand=carved 
pews. 
Froro blue and bright gold 
.Cl'gan pi pes tones b 1 end 
with hymns and Wendi sh 
nearts sing of yoJr praise 
To God. 

Note: 11A Slovak Chris trna s, ~· 
by ,ny sist~r. Margaret So
cha ~etz (died Apri1,19e3) 
cf C::..rfiPld, New Jersey, al
so appear.> in POET. p .2. 




