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W I ~ A J C E k N A M 

W E L C 0 M E TO U S 

"Witajce k nam!" "Welcome to us!" - This is a familiar Wend
ish (Slavonic) greeting, expressive of the friendly warmth of 

Wends and their Slavic relatives. In Lusatia, home of the 
wends in southeast Germany, these words are displayed on big 
sign~posts across streets and entrances into towns and vil
lages, especially during holiday festivals. 

A good project for the people of Serbin and/or the members of 
the Wendish Heritage Society could be the erection of a wel
come sign: "WlTAJCE k NAM - SERBIN, TEXAS". And a good place 
for such a sign would be near the entrance to the MUSEUM! 

JJS 

NOW I~ THE TIME FOR ALL GOOD WENDS TO PLAN TO TAKE PART IN 
THE TEXAS FOLKLIFE FESTIVAL IN AUGUST IN S.A. 

At present there is no other single activity that brings as 
much publicity, prestige, recognition, and renown to the 
Texas Wendish Heritage Society as the Folklife Festival in 
San Antonio the first week-end in August. Each year the fame 
of the Wends of Texas spreads more and more. As a result more 
people are needed to help in the WENDISH BOOTH. We appeal to 
any of our readers, but especially to members of the TWHS to 
volunteer to serve in the Wendish Booth. Your expenses will 
~ paid,. If interested contact 'IWHS president, Evelyn Kasper. 

EASTER, a joyous festival time for the Wends of yore! 
Here is one of their favorite Easter Hymns: "Christ Is Arisen" 

Wendish Hymnal, No. 109 
KHRYST JE HORJE STANYL 

KH~YST JE HORJE STANYL A SE WSCHEJ MARTRY CZAHNYL, s TEHO SZO 
MAMY SRADOWACZ A KRYSTUSZ CHZE MASZ TROSCHTOWACZ, KYRIE ELEISI 



The NEWSL .. JER Ot the Texa..6 
W~nd~h H~.i.:ta.ge Soci.e.ty, wi.th 
he.a.dquaJr.:teJr.;., at the Wend.Wh MIJ-
SEUM .in S~b.<.n, Te.x.a-6, .(./.) pub-
t-Uhe.d qi.JJVI.tVr.4f. 

CONCORDIA SUPPORTS TWHS ~ 

Fred A. Bleeke, director 
of Development of Lutheran 
Concordia College, Austin, 
and Peter Wille, Director of 
Media operations, have pro
vided the files of the TwRS 
with some beautiful and val
uable photos which we will 
be using in future publica 

One is a photo of an ori
Th~ TWHS ~ a non-p4o6~t o~ganl- ginal painting of Jan K~lian 
zation and in no way d~~imi- by Alma Babcock of_Aust~n. 
nat~ ~n matt~~ o6 4ac~, ~~l~- located at C~n~ord1a Co~lege. 
ion 04 ~thnic backg4 ound. A p~oto of K1l1an Hall 1s a 

EVITOR: John J. Socha 
Co~~bu:to~: 066-<.c~~ and rnem
bvr~ o6 t.h~ SocA.ety a.nd cvtlJOne. 
.int.ueAte.d in he.lpi.ng to plle
~eltve the. W~nd.U.,h (SMbia.n, Up
pelt L~ l hVr..<..tage.. 

g ' rem1nder of the 1amous lead~ 
F~nanc~al co~~butio~ to the of the Wendish Imrningration 
TWHS ~e tax-d~uctibte. and pastor of St. Paul, Serbit 

Vue;., M~ $5. 00 pelt p~~on pu 
ye.a.Jt a.n.d ma.y be. .6e.nt to :the. 
Membership Chairman, TWHS, PO 
Box 31 1, G.(.dd.i.ng}.:), Te.XM 7 8942. 

The plt~.(.de.n,t .W Evelyn Ka..6p~ 

The original Serbin Church 
bell, brought over by the im
migrants, standing on a ped
estal near the entrance to 
Birkmann Chapel was beauti
fully photographed by Wille.r 

Box 68 ~da, T~XM 78960. . 
' Concord1a College, now on 

Se.nd a.Jtti.c..le.;.,, ne.w6, 6o..rnil.q -O!e.e the threshold of becoming a 
deve.lopme~ (~e.un.(.on;.,, etc.} major, four-year college, 
to: JOHN J. SOCHA, Editor, has always been near and 
P.O.Box 180, GIDDINGS, Texas dear to the Wendish people 
78942; 713/542-3455. (Please and their leaders. ln fact, 
notic~ this change of address, it was the financial contri
effective April 21. 1980.Note: butions of the Lutheran 
Ye editor has accepted the po- Wends at Manheim (Eben-Ezer) 
sition of Manager of the GID- that gave meaningful encour-
DINGS Chamber of Commerce and agement and influence to 
will maintain n Candidate sta- the start of higher Christian 
us as a Pastor of the Lutheran Education among the fore-
Church-Missouri Synod - Texas runners of the Texas Dis-
District. trict and present day Con

TWHS DUES ARE JUST $5.00 per 
person. Members, encourage all 
your friends to take out a mem
bership in this 125th year of 
settlement at Serbin, Texas. 

cordia College. 

Wendish students at Con
cordia, descendents of the 
Wends of Texas should be 
proud of their great heri
tage. We are proud of th~l 



,.:-:... WENDISH HERITAGE SOCIETY MUSE~ 
~ MEMORIAL CARDS AVAILAB-LE 

Our genial treasurer, Laverne Gersch, sent me 
three memorial wreaths, now available for dis
tribution and use by members and friends of the 
TWHS. You should have a copy with this mailing! 

The drawing is a black pen sketch of the old 
St. Paul, Serbin Lutheran School, drawn by Mr. 
Walter Zoch of Ft. worth from a photo taken of 
the school about 54 years ago. Our thanks to 

-Mr. Zoch1 - We have quite a few ZOCH family mem
bers in the TWHS. If any of them have a genea
logical study of the ZOCHS, or as some old obit
uaries have it, ZOCHA,we'd like to publish it in 
a future NEWSLETTER. 

n. AMONG OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Rev. Elmo Miertschin 

of Houston: Attorney, 
Clayton KrQmer of Wi
chita Fall r and Ed
ward Kasper of Ft. 
Worth (my son-in-law), 
are among the newest 
members of the THHS. 
WELCOME aboard. Enjoy 
the great heritage 
whi'ch is ours today 
because of our oneness 
with the WENDS of Tex
as today and another 
day. (Note: Thanks to 
Mrs. Les Zeitler(Syl
via Miertschin for 
her dad's membership.) 

Each member can help 
the TWHS grow. Get at 
least one new member 
this month! 

BY THE WAY, Have you 
tr iee:ran-y of the Wend ish 
recipes in the TWHS Cook 
Book? They're delicious! 

DID YOU KNOW? 
------

WUKASCH, 
a good Wendish name, means, 
"Show me!" •.. Henry Schkade 
of Hurst, Texas, is research
ing the Wendish side of the 
Schkade families ••• Support 
the Museum! ••. Matthias 
Wukasch, barn August 31, 1798, 
was the patriarch of all the 
Wukasch's. Among them is Mr. 
Gene Wukasch, highly talented 
Austin architect. Gene is now 
being widely sought out for 
his exceptional abilities in 
community planning and his
torical restoration! 

A SPECIAL OfFER! - WENDISH 
NOODLES ARE THE GREATEST! 
At the Folklife Festival in 
San Antonio they really turn 
people on! When Mrs. Paul 
puts on her Wendish Noodle
Making Demonstration, people 
flock to her. Later, when ~he 
ladies cook them, well. Wr~te 
to the editor for details! 



WENDISH . 7 FILE . .....__Ls---- . Schatte - Marburger 
'I .. ._ ... 

The old patriacch of the Schatte family, PNDREW SCHATTE 
and his wife Magdalena, immigrant pioneers of 125 years 
ago, would be proud of the family tree that has blossomed 
during the century and a quarter past. The SCHATTE name, 
enlazened in the archival past of Serbin and Lee County, 
include scores of children and their children, now scat
tered throughout the far reaches of this nation. 

Here in Lee County is one branch of the Family Tree we 
honor with this, the third issue of our Newsletter, Mr. 
WALTER MARBURGER and his lovely wife, HERMINE SCHATTE! 

Walter Marburger is recognized as one of the pillars in 
LP.e County history. For 54 years he honorable served in 
the County Clerk'~ office, first, as Deputy Clerk to 

,GUS R. tHERTSCHIN who died in 1933. 

A native of Fayette Co., Walter came to lee County in 
1921. He served as County Clerk for 41 years. He has 
always been active in civic affairs and is respected for 
his positive attitudes and sane judgment. During his long 
years of service to the citizens of Lee County his office 
grew from a small uhole in the wall" to a vast center of 
County and State activity. 

HfRMINE SCHATTE MARBURGER was the grand-daughter of ANDREW 
and MAGDALENA SCHATTE and the daughter of HERMAN SCHATTE, 
who at the age of 2Bdied in a terrible Port Arthur refin
ery fire. 

We are proud to number the"Schatte" Harbur9ers among the 
growing number of members of the TKHS. We thank them for 
their great contributions to the welfare and well-being 
of Giddings and Lee County and the Tr~S. God bless them! 

CONCORDIA HISTORICAL INSTITUTE OF ST. LOUIS INTERESTED IN 
THE WENDS OF TEXAS 

Or. Aug. R. Suelflow, director of the CHI, housed on the 
campus of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, bas expressed a 
sincere desire to have an exteogjve Wendish exh161t 1n the 
n~w and beautiful CHI museum. Much of our present-day know
ledge about Ehe Wends comes from thorough studies published 
in the CHI Quarterlies. CHI is deserving of all the support 
we can possibly give it. Scalars and researchers of the 
Wends will do well to join the CHI. Address: Dr. Aug. R. 
Suelflow, 801 De Mun, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

.. 




